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INTRODUCTION 
INTRODUCTION 
Within three decades of the death of Aurangzeb, the Mughal Empire and its 
Capital, Shahjahanabad, the Mughal City of Delhi, received a shattering blow at the 
hands of not only the incompetent and weak successors to the throne but also due to a 
series of bloody invasions led by Nadir Shah, Ahmad Shah Durrani and others. 
Aurangzeb was succeeded by his son Muhammad Mu'azzam Shah in June 1708 
after a fierce battle fought against the pretender Azam Shah. On assuming the throne he 
took up the title of Bahadur Shah I. He remained on the throne till his death in February 
1712. His death again resulted in an utter confusion in the Empire and the struggle for the 
throne recommenced. A bitter internecine battle of succession was fought between the 
contending princes and after a massacre of thousands of people the throne came to be 
occupied by Jahandar Shah.' It was during his short reign of a few months that one 
witnesses the rise of Lai Kunwar and her relatives. In January 1713 the throne of Delhi 
passed into the hands of Farrukh Siyar who was able to capture the throne with the help 
of the Saiyyid Brothers, Husain Ali Khan and Abdullah Khan. This new dispensation 
brought fiirther misery not only to the Mughal Empire, but also the residents of Delhi. A 
number of princes and nobles were brutally killed and massacred. The period also saw 
the consoHdation of the position of the Saiyyid brothers. Their ambitions rose to such an 
extent that when in early 1719, the king failed to heed their advice; he was arrested, 
' . For a detailed study of the turmoils see William Irvdne, Later Mughal, Calcutta, 1922, 2 vols.; For the 
massacres before the coronation of Jahandar Shah see Khafi Khan, Muntakhab-ul-lubab, Bibliotheca 
Indica, Royal Asiatic Society, Calcutta, V. II, p-689. 
I am alive to this day along with those who love me, my 
friends and disciples... the rest of them have died and some 
of them have migrated to other regions. The faqir, along 
with a few who have escaped the sword of calamities, is 
staying in the muhalla of qazi of the city near the Delhi 
gate. I have received a second life this time, and I am 
engaged in my work to protect my honor. Syed Hasmat 
Khan with his descendants. Shah Waliullah, Haji Yasin, 
Miyan KhwajaBasit, 'Ulama\ and the Mashaikhs, and the 
friends and relatives of mine, all are safe. They escaped 
being taken in to custody or murdered—rests are to be 
counted among the ruined. Among the favourites Mir 
Abdul Qadir, a grandson of Sayyed Muhammad, was 
killed, the rest of his family is safe. They burnt Namwar 
Khan alive, Saiyid 'Iwaz Khan, too, was killed. Less than 
2000 Muslims and about 30,000 Hindus were killed. Men 
and women were arrested by the thousand, but most of 
them were let off. The suburbs of the city were razed to the 
ground, but the region extending up to Sara-i-'Arab, 
Dargah- Sultan-ul Mashaikh (Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya), 
Kotla Qadam Sharif, and some other quarters escaped 
pillage."* 
Har Charan Das also gives a graphic and heart-rending account of the miserable 
plight of the population of the old city of Delhi, 
The people fled helter-shelter from lane to lane and house 
to house. They all ran about like mad men, distracted and 
perplexed. None of them was in a position even to take care 
of the members of his family. The fathers left their sons and 
daughters to the mercy of the marauders.^  
Two years later, in 1764, the Sikhs overran and seized an extensive territory from 
the banks of the Indus to the districts of Delhi.^  They committed unspeakable brutalities 
"*. Naimullah Bahraichi, Bisharat-i Mazhariya, Rotograph No. 242, CAS, Department of History, A.M.U., 
fols. 66b,67a. 
' . Har Charan Das, Chahar Gulzar-i Shujai, Rotograph No. 35, CAS, Department of History, A.M.U., 
fol. 123a. 
George Forster, A Journey from Bengal to England, through the Northern Part of India, Kashmire, 
Afghanistan and Persia and into Russia by Caspian Sea, London, 1808, V. I, p-323. 
and devastated the city along with its suburbs. Shah Alam II had to buy his reprieve/ But 
again when Shah Alam II was residing at Allahabad, the Sikhs occupied the Red fort at 
Delhi.^  Mirza Mazhar has expressed his anguish in several of his letters, at the high-
handedness of the Sikhs in their dealings with people of Delhi. In a letter he says: 
Owing to the dreadful news (that is circulating) about the 
Sikhs these days, the city is in the grip of a strong kind of 
terror. This humble self has palpitations of the heart and my 
wife has almost lost her sanity. Owing to their earlier 
violence the heart is full of apprehension. There is no ruler 
in the city, and these kqfirs are more terrible than the earlier 
plunderers.' 
All these political upheavals, wars and depredations naturally would have taken 
their toll on the city of Delhi. 
Much work has been done on seventeenth century Delhi, its cityscape, economy 
and culture. But what was the condition of Delhi during the eighteenth century? It is a 
theme much debate but less worked. There are some insights in Stephan Blake's famous 
work on Shahjahanabad. But unfortunately a reading of that work reveals that although 
informative but it glosses over the time periods. When the seventeenth century passes 
into eighteenth in the cultural and social milieu of Delhi? One is left but guessing. If the 
first part of the paragraph is discussing the Delhi of Shahjahan, the second part is ending 
with the conditions after the sack of Delhi by Nadir Shah. 
This thesis endeavours to make an in depth study of the city as it might have been 
during the eighteenth century. Eighteenth century, as we know is a period of much 
' . Har Charan Das, op.cit., fol. 240a. 
* . Prem Kishore Kunwar, Waqa-i ShahiAlam, ed. Imtiyaz Ali Khan Arshi, Rampur, 1949, pp-38, 50. 
' . Mirza Mazhar Jan-i Janan, Makatib-i Mazhar, ed. Abdul Razzaq Qureishi, Bombay, 1966, pp. 12-13; 
Urdu translation by Khaliq Anjum, Mirza Mazhar Jan-i Janan ke Khutut, Delhi, 1962. 
debate. Was it a period of continuity or a period of 'Decline'? It was a period, if we 
believe the writings of'Aligarh historians' a period when the Mughal Empire declined, a 
period of strife and darkness, a period marked by falling parameters. To Cambridge 
historians, especially to scholars like Christopher Bayley, it was a period of continuity: a 
period which saw a re-alignments no doubt, but a period marked by collaboration 
between the newly rising mercantile classes and the merchants of the East-India 
company. 
The thesis does not directly enter into this debate. It just tries to sift the sources, 
both written and material, to piece together the life of the city during the period under 
controversy. Many new works were used by Blake to write his Shahjahanabad. I use 
only some of them. I use only those which are available to me in India, and those that 
have been published. The primary sources which are at British Library, London and used 
by Blake, I cite them from Blake: I personally having had no opportunity to read them 
myself 
But then there is another source where I try to compensate these lacunae: my 
thesis is largely based on extensive field surveys and explorations which I was able to 
carry out at Delhi over a period of time. The results of these surveys are there in all the 
chapters, especially so in Chapters I, n, IE (ii) and the two Appendixes. 
The first chapter of the thesis deals with the cityscape, the physical features of the 
city including its basic structure: the streets and canals, the neighbourhoods (muhallas) 
within the city proper, as well as in the suburbs. In this chapter I try to collate the 
physical survey with the information given in the some of the contemporary sources. 
Unfortunately there is a paucity of written sources on this aspect. We have some plans 
made in the eighteenth century and some works which allude to the names and locations 
of some of the muhallas, streets, lanes and by-lanes. But generally information is more 
forthcoming for the subsequent periods. I also try to make plans (appended at the end) to 
chart out the various muhallas and streets for an easy reference of the reader. 
Chapter II deals with the structural activity, the types of housing and residential 
structures, the various gardens and their lay-out, the mosque and their architecture, as 
well as the purpose and form of the public buildings like the caravan sarais. The 
appended maps and plans also try to bring out the same aspect and their dispersal over the 
city. 
Chapter III tries to give a brief glimpse into the economy of the eighteenth 
century Delhi. In the first section I try to grapple with the sketchy information which we 
posses for the period on mints, the coin uttered by the Delhi-mint, their import on the 
economy as well as the prevailing prices of the various commodities in the markets of 
Delhi. In the second section I go into a discussion of the various markets and bazars 
which once adorned the city of the time under discussion. Together these two sections try 
to bring out the economic conditions as they prevailed over the century at Delhi. 
The last chapter deals with various aspects of society and culture. For easy 
understanding, it has been divided into three sections. The first section deals with the 
social classes and their hierarchy. This section tries to deal with the phenomenon of the 
division of eighteenth century society into two broad divisions: the ashrdf and the radhil 
(the q/7a/) and the points of tension between them. Help is taken from the poetic literature 
of the period as well as the newly emerging genre, the Shahr dshob, to understand this 
complex phenomenon. The second section goes on to deal with various aspects of 
culture: the fairs and festivals, the religious ceremonials, music and literature. Food and 
culinary habits of eighteenth century residents of Delhi is dealt in the last section of this 
chapter. 
The two appendixes after the chapters deal with actual explorations and surveys 
conducted by me. The appendix I is in the form of a specimen survey of the various zones 
and areas of Delhi. This deal with the survey of the New Delhi zone which includes some 
of the prominent structures of the period: the tomb of Najaf Khan, the Lai Bangla and its 
mosque, tomb of Mah Khanam and the mosque of Zabitaganj. Appendix II on the other 
hand is an exploration report of a newly emerging phenomenon of eighteenth century 
Delhi: the development of a Shia religious centre: the Shah-i Mardan. Appendix III and 
IV is in the form of a list of all the surviving structures and monuments of eighteenth 
century, followed by the photographs of some of them. 

Chapter I 
The Cityscape 
I: The Cityscape 
As is well known Delhi was populated several times. Starting from the area 
presently occupied by the Parana Qila (the Indpath or Indraprastha), the foci of urban 
development later shifted to the area now known as Mehrauli (Qila'-i Rai Pithora and Lai 
Kot), situated on the old (and dead) rocky terrain of the Aravali ranges. From there the 
foci gradually started its north-easterly movement and shifted, stage by stage, to the area 
now occupied by Nizamuddin Basti. From there the movement was again towards the 
north and for sometime, under the Tughluqs, the urban development took place in the 
area between the modern Bara Hindu Rao (the Civil Lines and the North Campus) and 
the Bahadurshah Zafar Marg (more precisely the Kotla Firozshah). This period also saw 
some developments in the area south-east of the Lai Kot, the Tughiuqabad and the 
Jahanpanah. However most of the urban developments took place in the north, in spite of 
these two southern pockets. By fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the core area shifted 
back towards south: the Nizamuddin Basti. By seventeenth century the urban 
developments again swung north and thus developed the city of Shahjahanabad situated 
between the Bara Hindu Rao and the Kotla Firozshah, the northern and southern limits of 
the Tughluq Delhi.' All is to and fro urban movement was constrained by a constant 
search for a viable site with sufficient quantity of potable water. 
The city of Shahjahanabad was founded in 1635 A.D. by Shahjahan and was 
completed in twenty years. The fort itself was completed in the first nine years of the 
laying of the foundation. It appears that the site chosen by Shahjahan was perfect for the 
' For a detailed study of the movements in the uiban landscape in Delhi, see M. Athar Ali, "C^itals of the 
Sultans: During the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries" in R.E. Fiykenberg (ed.), Delhi through the 
ages: Essays in Urban History, Culture and Society, OUP, Delhi, 1986, pp.34-44; See also A.K. Naraia 
"On the Proto-History of Delhi and its Environs", ibid., pp. 3-17 and Stephan P. Blake, "Cityscape of an 
imperial Capital: Shahjahanabad in 1739", ibid., pp. 152-191. 
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urban development. Situated on the banks of Yamuna, the Shahjahanabad continued to be 
the foci of urban development during the eighteenth century as well. It acted as the 
nucleus around which the urban populace settled during the period under discussion. 
Most of the habitational activity during the eighteenth century, outside 
Shahjahanabad, appears in the region lying west of it and encompassed areas like the 
modern Paharganj (known during the period as Shahganj), Connaught Place 
(Jaisinghpura and Madhoganj), the Panchquian Road (Banskoli) and the area now taken 
up by the Rashtrapati Bhawan (the Rikabganj). In the north, areas Uke Ashok Vihar and 
Wazirpur, Civil lines (Malkapur) and Sabzi Mandi near the Bara Hindu Rao also 
developed outside the city walls of Shahjahanabad. 
Shahjahanabad, the walled city of Delhi, was 3.8 miles long and along with the 
gates, enclosed an area of about 1500 acres, with a massive stone wall 27 feet high, 12 
feet thick. ^  Writing at the close of eighteenth and beginning of nineteenth century 
William Franklin, writes: 
The city is about seven miles in circumference, and is 
surrounded on three sides by a wall of brick and stone: a 
parapet runs along the whole, with loopholes for 
musquetry; but there was no canon planted on the ramparts. 
They had seven gates; viz. Lahore-gate, Ajmere-gate, 
Turkman-gate, Delhi-gate, Moor-gate, Cabul-gate, and 
Cashmere-gate; all of which are built of free stone, and 
have handsome arched entrances of stone, where the guards 
of the city keep watch.^ 
It appears that Franklin just mentions those gates which were used to facilitate the 
inflow and outflow of traffic (vehicular and pedestrian) and large processions. He does 
not mention the gates which were fronting the river. Raj Ghat Gate, Kela Ghat Gate, 
^ StephanBlake, Shahjahanabad: The Sovereign city in Mughal India, 753P-775P, NewDelhi, 1993, p.31. 
^ William Franklin, "An Account of the present State of Delhi", Asiatic Researches, vol. IV, London, 
1807, pp. 418-419. 
11 
Nigambodh Gate and the Khairati Gate.(See Map I) The first three gates provided Hindus 
of the city access to the riverside platform (Ghats) upon which they burned their dead. 
Along with the large gates, a number of smaller entrances (known as khirkis) were also 
provided in the city wall for the easy passage of the residents to and from the city."* The 
Delhi (Akbarabadi) Gate was the largest gate among all the gates of the city. These gates 
were constructed between the period 1639-49. 
A number of contemporary sources and travellers' accounts help us to understand 
the road network of the city. From the accounts of James Forbes and Thomas Twinning's, 
it becomes apparent that the two major roads of Delhi during the eighteenth century 
continued to be the ones which were planned by Shahjahan's architects and connected the 
fort with the two major city gates, the Lahore Gate and the Ajmeri Gate.^ 
These two major roads of the city were built as the hubs for major administrative 
activities; but by eighteenth century had emerged as commercial thoroughfares. 
Mentioning the straight and broad road which connected the fort to the Lahori Darwaza, 
Dargah Quli Khan names it as "Chandni Chowk" and praises it in the following words: 
Chandni Chawk is the most beautiful and profusely 
decorated passage in the city...The path (of the Chawk) is 
broad as a wide forehead and bountiful like the blessings of 
God.* 
•* Saiyyid Ahmad Khan, Asar-us-Sanadid, 1847, p.l33; Bashiruddin Ahmad, Waqiat Dar-ul-Hukumat 
Delhi Vol. n, Delhi, 1919, p.93-94. 
' List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, Supeiintendent Govermnent Printing, Calcutta, 1916, Vol. 
1, pp. 34-35; Zafar Hasan, Monuments of Delhi, ed. J.A.Page, et. Al., intrda R.C. Agarwal, Delhi, 1997, 
Vol. 1, pp. 34-35; See also Shama Mitra Chenoy, Shahjahanabad A City of Delhi, 1638-1857, Delhi, 
1998, p. 42.1 have throughout used the text from List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments. 
See James Forbes, Oriental Memoirs, selected from a series of Familiar letters written during 
seventeenth Years Residence in India, intr. By W. H. Siddique, Delhi, 1988, Vol. IV, pp. 65-66; Thomas 
Twining, Travels in India A hundred Years Ago, London, 1893, p- 225. 
' See Chapter 111 b. infra for details. 
* Dargah QuU Khan, Muraqqa-i-Delhi, ed. & trans. Dr. Nurul Hasan Ansari, Delhi, 1981, p.24; Dargah 
Quli Khan, Muraqqa-i Delhi, ed. Hakim Muzaffar Husain, Haidarabad; EngUsh translation (Muraqqa-e 
Dehli The Mughal Capital in Muhammad Shah's Time), tr. & ed. Chander Shekhar & Shama Mitra 
Chenoy, Delhi, 1981.1 have throughout used the text from Dr. Nurul Hasan Ansari. 
^tf&S IS 
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This road, according to the eighteenth century compiler of the autobiographies of 
Mughal nobles, Ma'asir-ul Umara, was '20 yards wide and 1520 yards long'. It had a 
water stream flowing through its middle and 1560 "shops, houses and buildings" along its 
sides.' It was the only road, which Major Poller found wide 'planted with trees', and 
worth mentioning.'° 
The second major road in Shahjahanabad was the one which centered around the 
Jami 'Masjid and connected the Fort with the Ajmeri Darwaza and the Turkman Gate. 
Aligned in a north-south axis, it passed through the Faiz Bazar. According to Shahnawaz 
Khan, it was '525 yards long and 25 yards wide' and was flanked on its sides with 188 
buildings and residential structures." 
When Franklin visited Delhi in 1793-94, he found "merchants' shops well 
furnished with a variety of richest articles" apart from "handsome houses" on each side of 
this broad road.'^ 
It is indeed interesting to note that when Francois Bemier mentioned these roads 
during the later half of the seventeenth century, he found 'dispersed' around them only 
'the habitations of Mansabdars, officers of justice, rich merchants and others'.'^ 
Apart from these two major roads, there was a mesh of streets, lanes and bye-
lanes criss-crossing the whole city and connected the various muhallas and zones with 
each other. Mentioning the roads and lanes, Thomas Twiiming, who visited the city in 
1794, has this dismal comment to make: 
' Shahnawaz Khan, Maasir-ul Umara, ed. Maulvi Ashraf Ali, Calcutta, 1891, IE, p.471. 
'° Poller, A.L.H., Extracts of Letters from Major Polier at Delhi, to Colonel Ironside at Belgram, May 22, 
1776, 'Asiatic Annual Register...for the year 1800, Miscellaneous Extracts', 1801, London, p.37 
'' Shahnawaz Khan, op.cit., Ill, p.472. 
'^  WiUiam Franklin, op.cit, IV, pp. 423-424. 
'^  Francois Bemier, Travels in the Mogul Empire, 1656-68, revised by V.A. Smith, Archibald Constable, 
Oxford, 1934, p.246. 
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...the streets of the modem capital of Hindostan are 
deficient in space and beauty. Non, excepting the principal 
bazaars, and the avenues leading to them, do they exhibit 
much bustle or animation. The decay of the Empire is 
visible at its centre, as well as its extremeties... '"* 
Most of these narrow streets and lanes were in a 'despicable' condition and poor 
repair.'' Sangin Beg names forty two of these kuchas or streets.'^ (See Table I) 
The Kucha-i khas connected the Jama Masjid, with the fort. It was 1000 yards in 
length.'' There were two Chowks on this lane, one towards the mosque and another 
towards the fort. The latter was known as 'Chowk Saadullah Khan'.'^ Another lane 
connected the Sunehri Masjid of the Delhi gate of the fort, to the Delhi gate of the city.'^ 
From the Simehri Masjid another street ran up to the Raj Ghat Gate.^° 
To the south of the Jama Masjid, was a long street, which bifurcated at a point 
near the haveli of Azam Khan and connected it to the Turkaman Gate. The second branch 
of this street was connected to the Delhi gate of the city through the Tiraha Bairam Khan. 
This road was known as kucha-i Chitli Qabr.^^ From it a number of narrow lanes entered 
into the muhalla and connected it to the other main streets like Kucha-i Mir Ashiq, 
Kucha-i Batashewalan, Kucha-i Marghan, Kucha-i Pandit, Kucha Imam, Kucha Pahari, 
Kucha Bulbuli Khana and Kucha Chelan, etc.^ ^ 
''' Thomas Twinning, op.cit, pp. 251-252. 
'^  See for example James Forbes, op.cit., IV, pp. 65-66; Polier, A.L.H., Extracts of Letters from Major 
Polier at Delhi..., op.cit, p.38; Thomas Twinning, op.cit, p.252. 
'* Mirza Sangin Beg, Sair-ul-Manazil, ed. Sharif Husain Qasmi, Delhi, 1982, pp. 13-44. 
'^  Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit, IT, pp. 102, 123. 
'* Dargah QuU Khan, op.cit, pp. 34-37; Sangin Beg, op.cit, pp. 11-12; Sayyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap. 
Ill, p.43; Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit., 11, PP. 123-124. This Chowk was very much developed during the 
eighteenth century. 
'^  Bashiruddin Ahrnad, op.cit, II, p. 125. 
^° Ibid., II, p. 125. 
'^ Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.26. 
^^  Ibid., pp. 19, 20, 23, 26, 27. 
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Behind the western wall of Jama Masjid was the Chawri Bazar Street, which ran 
up to the area known as 'Qazi ka hauz'.^ ^ Three streets emanated from near this hauz 
(tank) and led to Lahore Gate, Ajmeri Gate and the Turkaman Gate respectively. A set of 
narrow lanes and bye-lanes emanated from these streets and winded their way in all the 
directions. One may mention amongst them Kucha-i Shah Tara, Kucha-i Khirki 
Farrashkhana, and Kucha-i Samosa, and Kucha-i Masjid Fatehpuri^'^ 
There were also a number of other narrow lanes which connected to various 
muhallas. Amongst them mention is made of Kucha-i Pati Ram, Kucha-i Mai Das, 
Kucha-i Shaidi Qasim, Kucha-i Chatta Shahji.^^ 
Similar network of roads, streets, lanes and bye-lanes existed to the north of the 
Jami Masjid. Some prominent lanes which are mentioned in the eighteenth century 
records are Kucha-i Bulaqi Begum, Kucha-i Ustad Hamid, Kucha-i Chaudhary 
Hukumdas, Kucha-i Ballimaran, Kucha-i Jogiwara, Kucha-i Aanar, Kucha-i Maliwara, 
Kucha-i Khan Chand, Kucha-i Raiman, Niche Bandon ka Kucha, Kucha Peepal 
Mahadev, Kucha Khari Baoli, Kucha Nayabans, Kucha-i Lala Sukh Chand, Kucha-i 
Chooriwala, Kucha-i Rehman, and Kucha-i Pani-Pana Sahukar.^^ To the south of the 
Chandni Chowk Street, we hear of Kucha-i Natwon, Kucha-i Lai Behara, Kucha- i 
Jeevandas, Kucha-i Haveli Taj Mohammad, Kucha-i gila, Kucha-i Patua, Kucha-i Qabil 
^ Ibid., p. 18. 
^^  Ibid., pp.18, 21. 
^' Ibid.,p23. 
*^ Ibid., pp. 13,29,40,41,42. 
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Attar, Kucha-i Brij Nath, Kucha-i Ghasi Ram, Kucha-i Chatia Jaan Nisar Khan, Kucha-i 
Habsh Khan, Kucha Kanchani, all of which were running into the muhallas and 
interlinked to the major and minor thoroughfares of the city. 
To the west of the Faiz Bazar Street, were situated the narrow lanes known as 
Kucha-i Itteran, Rasta Chitli Qabr, Kucha-i FauladKhan, while on the eastern side were 
located amongst others Kucha-i Itiqad Khan, Kucha-i Sabha Chand, and Kucha-i 
Maidagaran. 
Apart from the network of roads, streets lanes and bye-lanes, a network of water 
bodies also formed part of the cityscape. 
The city of Delhi was situated on the bank of the river Jamuna. In the 
contemporary sources and cartographic works of the eighteenth century we encounter a 
detailed description of canals which ran through the city. According to these 
contemporary sources this canal, known as Nahr-i Bahist (or Nahr-i Faiz), provided 
water for canals, waterfalls, fountains, pools and gardens. 
A canal thirty Kos long had been dug in the fourteenth century by Sultan Firuz 
Shah Tughlaq. This canal was subsequently repaired by Akbar's governor at Delhi, 
Shihab-al Din Khan. It was also extended up to Hansi and Hissar.^ * When Shahjahan 
constructed his new Capital, he ordered a repair of this canal and it was further extended 
by another 30 Kos to flow through the town, palace and Bazars-}'^ and was renamed as 
Nahr-i Bihist. It was also known as Ali Mardan Khan canal, as it was Ali Mardan Khan 
who took up its repairs. 
'^ Ibid., pp. 35,36,38,44. 
^ Abha Singh, "Irrigating Haryana: The Pre-Modem History of the Western Yamuna Canal", Medieval 
29 
Indian 1, ed. Wan Habfl), OUP, New Delhi, 1992, p. 53-54. 
Stephan Blake, op.cit, p.64; See also Susan Gole, Indian Maps and Plans; From earliest times to the 
advent of European Surveys,'i^^^w Delhi, 1989, p. 104. 
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During its repairs by Ali Mardan Khan, a channel from Hansi and Hissar was 
excavated to the north-western suburbs of the city. He also constructed an aqueduct of 
five arches (162 feet long and 24 feet wide) to bridge the drain carrying overflow water 
from the Najafgarh Jhil'° (Najafgarh Reservoir). The canal flowed through the suburbs 
watering gardens, mansions, and houses in the city. According to Sujan Rai, 
This Canal confers freshness on the gardens in the suburbs 
of the Capital, lends happiness to the streets and bazaars, 
and enhances the splendor of the imperial palaces.^' 
It is reported that during the second half of the eighteenth century that this canal fell into 
disrepair and filled up and even its course through the town was covered by buildings and 
accumulated debris. Thus it was repaired once again. Major A.L.H. Poller writing in 1776 
mentions that 
about 15 years ago, an attempt was made by order of 
Ahmad Shah Durrany, to repair the canal; which at the 
expense of a lack of rupees, succeeded, and the water came 
to the gate s of Delhi: but the succeeding troubles, and the 
war with the Marathas, engaged too much of Abdullah's 
attention, to permit him to think any more of the matter; 
and the canal dried again. ^ ^ 
Thus when Poller visited Delhi he found the canal completely dry. Another restoration 
work on this canal was undertaken when the British gained control of the city during the 
early years of nineteenth century. Heber, an early nineteenth century traveler thus informs 
us that this canal: 
...constructed, in the first instance, by Ali Mardan Khan, a 
Persian nobleman, in the service of the emperor Shahjehan, 
°^ William Franklin, op.cit., IV, p.420; Polier, A.L.H., 'Extracts of Letters from Major Polier at Delhi...', 
op.cit., p.37. 
'' Sujan Rai Bhandari, Khulasat-al-Tawarikh, Persian Manuscript Collection, Or. 1625, BM, London, fol. 
29b. 
^^  Polier, A.L.H., 'Extracts of Letters from Major Polier at Delhi...', op.cit, p.37. 
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then long neglected during the troubles of India, and the 
decay of the mogul power, and within these few years 
repaired by the English Government. It is conducted from 
the Jumna, immediately on leaving its mountains, and 
while its stream is yet pure and whole some, for a distance 
of about 120 miles; and is a noble, giving fertility to a very 
large extent of country near its bank, and absolutely the 
sole source of vegetation to the gardens of Delhi, besides 
furnishing its inhabitants with almost the only drinkable 
water within their reach. When it was re-opened, by Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, in 1820, the whole population of the city 
went out in Jubilee to meet its stream, throwing flowers, 
ghee, & c. into the water, and calling down all manner of 
blessings on the British Government.^  
Bakhtawar Khan, a great amir under Aurangzeb, is said to have built a bridge over 
the canal, and Mir Muhammad Shafiz, an influential Sufi saint of the early eighteenth 
century, allegedly lived for forty years on its bank.''* 
Mentioning this canal in 1793 Franklin reports that: 
This canal, as it ran through the suburbs of Mogul Parah, 
nearly three miles in length, was about twenty-five feet 
deep, and about as much in breadth, cut from the soUd 
stone-quarry, on each side, fi-om which most of the houses 
in the neighbourhood has been built. It had small bridges 
erected over it at different places, some of which 
communicated with the garden-houses of the nobility.'^  
The canal entered the city through the Kabul gate and then bifiircated into two streams, 
one of which flowed through the Chandni Chowk to the Faiz Bazar, while the other 
winded its way to the fort from the Shah Burj side.'^ 
^^  Reginald Heber, Narrative of A Journey through the Upper Provinces of India, from Calcutta to 
Bombay, 1824-1825, London, Vol. II, p.288. 
'^' Poller, A.L.H., 'Extracts of Letters from Major Poller at Delhi...', op.cit., p.37; Chaturman Rai, Tarikh-
i Chahar Gulshan-i Muhammad Shahi, Ms. University Collection, Farsiya Uloom, No. 78, Maulana 
Azad Library, AMU fol. 14b; Bakhtawar Khan, Mirat-al Alam, MS, add 7657, BM, London, fols. 252a-
253b. 
^' Willian Franklin, op.cit., IV, p.418. 
*^ For a contemporary account of this canal see William Franklin, op.cit., p.420; A. Hamilton, A 
Geographical, Statistical and Historical Description of Hindostan and the adjacent countries, 1820, 
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A detailed plan of this canal, drawn sometime during the eighteenth century 
(probably at the time of its repairs) is preserved at the Andhra Pradesh State Archives, 
Hyderabad. ^ ^ It is a linear map which describes the course of the Nahr-i Bihisht from the 
village of Benawas near Khizrabad to the Delhi Gate of Shahjahanabad. [See Plate I] 
This map makes it apparent that as the canal approached Delhi, the area was given 
to large gardens, orchards and plantations, some of which are named after prominent 
persons, who probably owned them. Thus we find the names of Mir Khan, Dhik Rai, 
Muhsin Khan, Khan Singh, Bahadur Khan, Shiv Rai, Khuda Baksh, Mahaldar Khan etc. 
who had their gardens on the banks of the canal outside the Kabuli Darwaza. 
A number of bridges spanned the canal, both within and outside the city limits. It 
is also interesting to note that some sarais are also depicted along the route of the canal. 
They probably catered to the needs of those travelers who followed the course of the 
canal to come to the city. Thus, for example we fmd Sarai Sita Ram and Sarai Ruhilla 
Khan marked just beyond the point where the canal entered the city ramparts. 
Once the canal entered the city, gardens gave way to nobles' mansions and 
havelis. Thus the havelis of Alambardar Khan, Ja'far Khan Bangash, Abdul Majid Khan, 
Raushan-ud daulah, SaaduUah Khan, besides the mansions of Dara Shikoh and Qudsia 
Begum are marked. The only gardens which are prominently shown within the city is the 
garden of Qudsia Begum and the royal garden outside the Red fort. 
The mausoleum of Syed Abdul Qadir and Bu Ali Qalandar are also marked 
prominently on the map. The tomb of Abdul Qadir and a baradari nomenclated as 
London, I, p.414; Chaturman Rai, Chahar Gulshan, op.cit., fols. 14b, 37ab; Bakhtawar Khan, Mirat-ul 
Alam, op.cit., fols. 252a-253b. 
^' For a reproduction of this Map, See Susan Gole, Indian Maps and Plans, op.cit, pp. 104-109, no.44. 
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baradari of Baba Rao is shown near Chowk SaaduUah Khan. An inscription on the map 
informs us that this pavilion been newly constructed. 
Thus it appears that even during the eighteenth century the Nahr-i Bihishi, along 
with the major roads of the city was an important artery along which a number of 
important urban landmarks developed. 
The skeleton which was formed by these roads, lanes, streets and the canal was 
filled with the Muhallas and neighbourhoods which developed around them. 
We know that there was a strong tendency in Medieval India for the people to 
settle by ethnic affiliations and live in the same neighbourhoods. The urban community in 
the Mughal capital formed by such wards, were known as Muhallas. These homogenous 
units also defmed cultural as well as socio-economic activities. 
It is difficult to locate precisely, and name accurately, the muhallas of the city of 
Delhi during our period. Their number kept on changing as the city grew: the larger ones 
subdivided while newer ones sprang up in the suburbs. 
It also appears that at the time of inhabiting of Shahjahanabad, only certain areas 
(the fort and its surroundings, the two principal Streets and the Congregational mosques) 
were conceived of and developed as a unit. With the passage of time during the 
eighteenth century, the city was developed by the members of ruling elite as well as the 
ordinary common people. Franklin, a traveler who as we have mentioned visited the city 
in 1793, refers to thirty-six Muhallas in the city of Delhi:^ ^ 
The city is divided into thirty-six Mohauls or districts, each 
of which is named either after the particular Omrah who 
resided there, or from some local circumstances relative to 
the place. ^ ^ 
*^ William Franklin, History of the Reign of Shah Aulum, 1794, London, p. 208. 
^' Ibid., p.208. 
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He does not however mention the individual names of the various muhallas. It is 
only during the early nineteenth century that the author of Sair-ul Manazil mentions the 
names of the muhallas which continued from eighteenth century and developed during 
the early nineteenth century. According to its author Mirza Sangin Beg, there were 
twenty-nine muhallas within the walls of Shahjahanabad and thirty-seven muhallas or 
bastis (suburban settlements) outside the city walls."*" 
The muhallas mentioned by Sangin Beg are Muhalla Kashtibanan, Muhalla 
Roshanpura, Muhalla Imli, Muhalla Jatwara, Muhalla Rudgaran, Muhalla Kucha Pandit, 
Muhalla Ballimaran, Muhalla Churigaran, Muhalla Bhojla Pahari, Muhalla Bulbuli 
Khana, Muhalla Matya Mahal, Muhalla Kalyanpura, Muhalla Naughara, Muhalla 
Qassabpura, Muhalla Koh Bari, Muhalla Mumtazganj, Muhalla Khwaspura, Muhalla 
Dariba Khwurd, Muhalla Rehat, Muhalla Dariba Kalan, Muhalla Chatta Shahji, Muhalla 
Masjid Khajur, Muhalla Kaghaziyan, Muhalla Dhobiwara, Muhalla Nasirganj, Muhalla 
Nayabans, Muhalla Charkhchah, Muhalla Daryaganj, Muhalla Muhammad Ali Khan, 
Muhalla Hakim Muhsin Khan, Muhalla Bhojpura, Muhalla Pattewalan. 
As can be seen from Map I, the extreme north of the city had working class and 
mercantile settlements like Muhalla Dhobiwara, Kaghazian and Nasirganj apart from the 
newly emerging Shi'i centre, the Dargah Panja Sharif 
Similarly muhallas like Qassabpura (the locality of the butchers), Jatwara (the 
Jat locality) etc lined the city wall extending from the eastern limits to the west in the 
south of the city. The Daryaganj and the Chandni Chowk areas still retained their pride of 
place. 
''" Sangin Beg, op.ciL, pp. 13-116. 
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The urban area outside the walled city comprised what contemporary sources and 
other European travelers called "Suburbs". (See Map I) Each town had several Suburbs 
{or puras). According to the Mirat-i Ahmadi, "&pura (of Ahmadabad) means a big street 
containing lofty buildings and a bazar fiiU of precious and rare articles... in reality... 
(each pura constitutes) a big city."'** The puras or ganj came into being when the 
population of the town increased so as to leave no space within the city for ftirther 
enlargement. Certain rich men got their houses outside the wall and named the new 
colonies (pura) after their own names.'*^  Though a pura (suburban area) had all the 
requisites of city life, yet, without the mother town, it had no identity of its own.**^  For 
general as well as fiscal administration it was included in the main town. It was deemed 
merely a part of the main town outside the wall. The poorest men and menial servants 
usually had their quarters close to the city walls. However, with the further extension of 
the town they tended to be pushed outside the walls of the city. 
The suburbs provided feeder services to the city. The professionals who produced 
certain goods that required large work-space could establish their places of work in the 
suburban area of the city. Most wholesale marts were located outside of the city wall. 
Those who wished to pass their time in the contemplation of other worldly charms also 
established their abodes in the suburbs. The suburbs were also linked to the city proper on 
account of the large number of dargahs and mazars which dotted its environs. 
The suburbs of Shahjahanabad had both horizontal and vertical linkages with the 
city (See Map I). On the one hand, goods were manufactured here for the use of the 
•" Ali Muhammad Khan, Mirat-i Ahmadi, ed. Nawab Ali, Supplement, Baraoda, 1927-28, pp. 11-12. 
"^  Ibid., pp. 11-12. 
'^  Ibid,p. 11. 
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people in the city. The canal water meant for the city passed through a section of the 
suburbs which greatly benefited the farmers. 
Bemier, a traveler, visited the city in the seventeenth century gave description of 
the suburb as follow: 
In this computation I do not however include the suburbs, 
which are considerable, comprising a long chain of 
buildings on the side of Labor, the extensive remains of the 
old city, and three or four smaller suburbs. By these 
additions the extent of the city is so much increased that a 
straight line may be traced in it of more than a league and a 
half; and though I cannot undertake to defme exactly the 
circumference, because these suburbs are interspersed with 
extensive gardens and open spaces, yet you must see that it 
is very great.'*^ 
An early eighteenth century writer mentions that the area of the suburbs around 
Delhi was around six-seven karohs!^^ Another traveler, Joseph Tiefifenthaler, who visited 
the city in 1747 found the suburbs of Delhi extending to eight miles from the Arab gate in 
the south to the Salt market in the north.**^  
Outside the city walls, beyond the Ajmeri Darwaza was the area of Shahganj 
which was also known as Paharganj.'*' The Madrasa of Ghaziuddin Khan, which was 
later to emerge as the famous 'Delhi College' was also located in this direction.''^  During 
our period, the area probably developed as a commercial area, as we hear of the growth 
of a number of markets in the vicinity. Thus we hear about Jahcmgirganj, Sabzi Mccndi 
(vegetable market). Pan ki Mandi (Betel market), Khand ki Mandi (sweet market), Sabun 
ki Mandi (soap market), Koela Mandi (coal merchant), Gur ki Mandi (sugar market), the 
''^  Francois Bemier, Travels.., op.cit, p.242. 
"^  Maharat Khan, Bahjat al-Alam, Persian Manuscript Collection, Ethe 729,1.O.L., London, fol. 35b, 
(cf. Stephan Blake, Shahjahcmabad:The Sovereign City of Mughal Empire, 1639-1739, pp. 57-58). 
Joseph Tieffenthaler, geographique de I'indoustan, in Description Historique and Geographique de 
L Inde, ed. By Jean Bernoulli, Berlin, 1786, Vol. I, p-3. (cf. Stephan Blake, op.cit, p.57). 
^'' Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.62. 
Ibid., p.60; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, pp. 1-2. 
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shops of a number of baqqals as well as the Muhalla Panwari (locality of Betel-leaf 
sellers).'*' 
Further south-east was the suburbs which developed during the century under the 
patronage of Sawai Jaisingh, the ruler of Jaipur. It was known as Jaisinghpura.'" Further 
south was the Madhoganj where the astronomical observatory of Jaisingh was located. '^ 
To the north of Kashmiri Darwaza were the Qudsia Bagh and Jaswantpura." 
The suburb of Mehrauli was also heavily populated durmg the eighteenth century. 
It was the most extreme suburb of Delhi, where a large number of constructions took 
place during the eighteenth century. The walled garden of Bakhshi Mahmud, Sarai 
Shaikh InayatuUah/'* Jhama (water-fall)," Takya of Subrati Shah," Tahsil of Bahadur 
Shah II," Pil-khana (Elephant Stable),^ ^ Baghichi of Zinat Mahal,^' Rath Khana 
(carriage-stable),^" mosque of Qazian and the residences of Mirza Shahrukh, '^ Hafiz 
Daud,^ ^ and Sadruddin,^ '' were all located in this area.^ '' 
Adjacent to the Qutb Complex and Mehrauli was the Ladha Sarai. Manzoor Ali 
Khan built a garden there in 1748 A.D. It was known as Bagh-i Nazir^^ The Takiya 
53 
"' Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.62. 
*" Ibid, p-62; List ofMuhammadcm and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, II, pp. 8-12. 
'^ Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.63; List ofMuhammadcm and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, II, pp. 13-22. 
'^  Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.46; Sayyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit., p.235; List of Muhammadan and Hindu 
Monuments, op.cit, II, yp. 295-296. 
Ibid., in, pp. 55-56. 
^ Ibid., in, p.57. 
^' Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.l 15; List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, III, pp. 58-59. 
^ Ibid., ni, p.68. 
" Ibid., Ill, p.69. 
'* Ibid., in, p.76. 
^' Ibid., in, p.77. 
^ Ibid., m, p.79. 
*' Ibid., ni, pp. 68-69. 
*^  Ibid., m, p.76. 
*' Ibid., ni, pp. 76-77. 
^ Ibid., ni, pp. 82-83. 
Sangin Beg, op.cit, p. 114; List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, HI, p.98. 
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(hospice) of Kamli Shah^ ^ and a mosque^ ^ were also located in this area. To the east of 
Mehrauh, on the outskirts of the city was the Sarai Badarpur comprising a mosque and a 
tank, built by Roushan-ud-daulah during the eighteenth century. 
The suburbs were more extensive than have been sketched here and contained 
places for recreation and entertainment, places for worship and veneration, mausoleums, 
inns for travelers, baolis, well and reservoirs and the ruins of historic cities and palace 
complexes. 
A report of 1820 mentions about 52 bazars and 36 vaandis having existed outside 
the walls of Delhi. With bazars and Idgah to the west, gardens and country houses 
towards north, south and east, and the populous Paharganj and Mughalpura beyond the 
walls, the city appears to have extended much beyond its defined boundaries. 
From the above brief description of the city and the suburbs during the eighteenth 
century, it appears that inspite of the declining political fortunes of the Mughal Empire 
and inspite of the political turmoils caused by the invasions and plunder by Nadir Shah in 
the 1740's, the city of Delhi thrived and flourished. The only difference was that from a 
town with imperial moorings it transformed into a town with mercantile interests. 
66 
67 
Sangin Beg, op.cit, p. 115; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., in, p. 110. 
Ibid., Ill, p. 109. 
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TABLE -1 
MUHALLAS AND LOCALITIES 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
Walled City 
Muhalla Nasir Ganj 
Muhalla Raj an 
Muhalla Dhobiwara 
Muhalla Pattewalan 
Muhalla Nayabans 
Muhalla Farrashkhana 
Muhalla Rowadgaran 
Muhalla Kucha Pandit 
Muhalla Qazi Ka Hauz 
Muhalla Jatwara 
Muhalla Imli 
Muhalla Kalan Masjid 
Muhalla Kalyanpura 
Muhalla Naughara 
Muhalla Rekab 
Muhalla Qassabpuia 
Muhalla Muhammad AU Khan 
Muhalla Kachi Waiah 
Muhalla Daryaganj 
Muhalla Koh Ban 
Muhalla Bagwa Bari 
Muhalla Kashti Banan 
Muhalla Dariba Kalan 
Muhalla Mumtaz Ganj 
Muhalla Bvaghaziyan 
Muhalla Panjabi 
Muhalla Nai Basti 
Muhalla Khwaspura 
Muhalla Khari Baoh 
Muhalla BaUimaran 
Muhalla Charkh-Chah 
Muhalla Roshanpura 
Muhalla Churigaran 
Muhalla Bulbuli Khana 
Muhalla Bhojla Pahari 
Muhalla Hakim Muhsin Khan 
Muhalla Matya Mahal 
Muhalla Imli ki Pahari 
Muhalla Chatta Shahji 
Muhalla Rehat 
Muhalla Masjid Khajur 
Muhalla Bhojpura 
Muhalla Dariba Khurd 
Muhalla Kacha Bagh 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
-
Suburb 
Paharganj (Shahganj) 
Qadam Sharif 
Firozabad 
Madhoganj 
Jaisinghpura 
Naifaaula (Panchkuian) 
Folad Nagar (BanskoU) 
Shidipura 
Teliwarah (Hindu Rao Ka Bara) 
Qudsia Garden 
Malkaganj (Malkapiu*) 
GurkiMandi 
Sabzi Mandi 
Mughalpura 
Ruhullah Sarai 
Wazirpur 
Rajporah 
Wazirabad 
Badh Sarai 
Sahipur 
A2adpur 
Talkatora 
Raisina 
Rikabganj 
Zabitaganj 
Babarpiu' 
Nizampur (Nizamuddin) 
Arab Sarai 
Khairpur 
Sikandarpur 
JorBagh 
Aliganj 
Bibipur 
Mozadpur 
Mohomadpur 
Joomarpur 
Akeedpur 
Shahpur 
Begampur 
Chirag Delhi 
Mehrauli 
Ladha Sarai 
Badarpur 
— 
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TABLE-n 
Location of Prominent Structures in the Muhallas 
Muhalla Nasir Gani 
No. 
1. 
2. 
No. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
No. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
No. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
Name 
Haveli of Dara Shikoh 
Haveli of Ali Mardan Khan 
Date 
n"' Century 
17"^  Century 
Muhalla Raian 
Name 
Dargah Panja Sharif 
Mosque 
Masjid Panipatyan 
Fakhr-ul Masajid 
Haveli of LutfuUah Khan 
Mul 
Name 
Imambara of Nawab Sayyid 
Ahmad Mirza 
Burhya's Mosque 11 
Barhwali Mosque 11 
Haveli of Ismail Khan 
Mul 
Name 
Visvesvaranath's Sivalaya 
Gauri Shankar's Sivalaya 
Gate of Habsh Khan 
Miyan Sahib's Mosque 
Gate 
Ramzan Shah's Mosque 
Muhtasib's Mosque 
Mosque 
Mosque of Sarban (Camel 
Driver) 
Phatak Nahr Sadaat Khan 
Date 
18^ Century 
18* Century 
1725-26 AD. 
1728-29 A.D. 
18"^  Century 
lalla Dhobiwara 
Date 
18"^  Century 
18*^  Century 
18"^  Century 
18* Century 
lalla Pattewalan 
Date 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Shahjahan 
Aurangzeb 
18* Century 
1801-02 AD. 
1723-24 AD. 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Dara Shikoh 
Ali Mardan 
Khan 
Builder 
Unknown 
Location 
No. on the 
Map 
Map-V, 2 
M-V,3 
Ashuri Khanam 
Unknown 
Fakhr-i-Jahan 
LutfiiUah Khan 
Builder 
Sayyid Razi 
Khan Bahadur 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Ismail Khan 
Builder 
Visvesvara 
Khukhi 
Habsh Khan 
Aurangabadi 
Begum 
Unknown 
Amir-un-nisa 
Abu Said 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Nawab Wazir 
Location 
Map-IV,l 
M-IV, 2 
M-IV, 3 
M-IV, 4 
M-V,4 
Location 
M-IV, 5 
M-IV, 6 
M-IV, 7 
M-V, 10 
Location 
M-IV, 8 
M-IV, 9 
M-IV, 10 
M-IV, 11 
M-IV, 12 
M-IV, 13 
M-IV, 14 
M-IV, 15 
M-IV, 16 
M-IV, 17 
30 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
Baradari of Nawab Wazir 
Gate 
Gate 
Gate 
Gate 
Ghaziuddin's Mosque 
Shia'sMoasque 
Haveli of Habsh Khan 
Haveli of Saadat Khan 
Haveli of Nawab Abbas 
QuUKhan 
Haveli of Khan-i Jahan 
Haveli of Nawab Samsud-
daulah 
18"^  Century 
IS"'Century 
18*^  Century 
IS"" Century 
18"^  Century 
1727-28 A.D. 
18"^  Century 
18"* Century 
18"" century 
18"* Century 
17"^  Century 
18** Century 
Nawab Wazir 
Nawab Wazir 
Nawab Wazir 
Nawab Wazir 
Nawab Wazir 
Ghaziuddin 
Khan 
Unknown 
Habsh Khan 
Saadat Khan 
Nawab Abbas 
QuUKhan 
Khan-i Jahan 
Nawab Samsud-
daulah 
M-IV, 18 
M-IV, 19 
M-IV, 20 
M-IV, 21 
M-IV, 22 
M-IV, 23 
M-IV, 24 
M-V, 8 
M-V, 9 
M-V, 81 
M-V, 82 
M-V, 83 
Muhalla Nayabans 
No. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
Name 
Tahawwur Khan's Mosque 
ImU wali Masjid II 
Sivalaya 
Gendo's Temple 
Haveli of Shahnawaz khan 
Date 
1727-28 A.D. 
18^ Century 
18*" Century 
18** Century 
17** Century 
Builder 
Tahawwur Khan 
Unknown 
Harjimal Khatri 
Lady Gendo 
Shahnawaz Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 25 
M-IV, 26 
M-IV, 27 
M-IV, 28 
M-V, 41 
Muhalla Farrashkhana 
No. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
Name 
Mosque 
Mirza FakhruUah Beg's 
Mosque 
Mosque 
Hakim's Mosque 
Mosque 
Gular wali Masjid 
Gondni wali Masjid II 
Date 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
M-IV, 29 
M-IV, 30 
M-IV, 31 
M-IV, 32 
M-IV, 33 
M-IV, 34 
M-IV, 35 
Muhalla Rowadgaran 
No. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
Name 
Gate 
Grave of Iradatmand Khan 
Grave of Musa Yar Khan 
Mosque 
Date 
Md. Shah's 
reign 
18* Century 
1774 A.D. 
18** Century 
Builder 
Iradatmand Khan 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
M-IV, 36 
M-IV, 37 
M-IV, 38 
M-IV, 39 
31 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
Maidan wall Mosque 
Imli wali Masjid I 
Mosque 
Mosque 
Mir Madari Mosque 
Akhundji's Mosque 
Lai Masjid II 
Gate 
Haveli of Sipahdar Khan 
Haveli of Kakwan Sahib 
Haveli of Mir Jumla 
Haveli of Nawab Najaf 
Khan Magfoor 
18"^  Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"^  Century 
18"" Century 
18*" Century 
18" Century 
18*" Century 
17"" Century 
18*" Century 
17*" Century 
18*" Century 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Sipahdar Khan 
Unknown 
Mir Jumla 
Nawab Najaf 
Khan Magfoor 
M-IV, 40 
M-IV, 41 
M-IV, 42 
M-IV, 43 
M-IV, 44 
M-IV, 45 
M-IV, 46 
M-IV, 47 
M-V, 11 
M-V, 38 
M-V, 39 
M-V, 40 
Muhalla Kucha Pandit 
No. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
Name 
Khojan Sahib's Mosque 
Miyanji Sahib's Mosque 
Sawar Khan's Mosque 
Sabz Masjid 
Katra of Adina Beg 
Haveli of Shah Pasand 
Khan 
Haveli of Sarbuland Khan 
Date 
1751-52 A.D. 
18* Century 
1794-95 A.D. 
1781-82 A.D. 
18"" Century 
18*" Century 
18*" Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Adina Beg 
Adina Beg 
Shah Pasand 
Khan 
Sarbuland Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 48 
M-IV, 49 
M-IV, 50 
M-IV, 51 
M-IV, 52 
M-V, 32 
M-V, 33 
Muhalla Oazi ka Hauz 
No. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
Name 
Unchi Masjid III 
Qabronwali Masjid 
Painda Khan's Grave 
The Koelewalan's Mosque 
Gate 
Gate 
Mosque 
Gate 
Sirkiwalan's Mosque 
Hakim Ahsanullah Khan's 
house 
Haveli of Adina Beg Khan 
Haveli of Late Nawab 
Turkjung Bedil Beg Khan 
Date 
18*" Century 
1786-87 A.D. 
1786-87 A.D. 
18*" Century 
Md. Shah's 
Reign 
Md. Shah's 
Reign 
18*" Century 
18*" Century 
18*" Century 
Md. Shah's 
Reign 
18*" Century 
17*" Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Rabia Begum 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Nawab Qamruddin 
Khan 
Adina Beg Khan 
Bedil Beg Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 53 
M-IV, 54 
M-rv, 55 
M-IV, 56 
M-IV, 57 
M-IV, 58 
M-IV, 59 
M-IV, 60 
M-IV, 61 
M-IV, 62 
M-V, 12 
M-V, 28 
32 
Muhalla Jatwara 
No. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
Name 
Gate 
Mosque of Qazi ka hauz 
Haveli of Nawab 
Qamruddin Khan 
Date 
18"" Century 
1718-19 A.D. 
17*" Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Mufti Karimuliah 
Qamruddin Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 63 
M-IV, 64 
M-V, 26 
Muhalla Imli 
No. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
Name 
Kaseran's Temple 
Sivalaya 
Sivalaya 
Pipalwali Masjid II 
Sivalaya 
Kashmiriyan's Temple 
Date 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
M-IV, 65 
M-IV, 66 
M-IV, 67 
M-IV, 68 
M-IV, 69 
M-IV, 70 
Muhalla Kalan Masjid 
No. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 
100. 
Name 
Kalan Masjid 
Mosque of Naqibul Auliya 
Beriwali Masjid 
Ghulam Chisti's Mosque 
Chand Ghosi's Mosque 
Mominan's Mosque 
Hafiz Habibulla's Mosque 
Mosque 
Haveli Nawab Muzaffar 
Khan 
Haveli of Mir Mirza 
Haveli of Late Nawab 
Sulaiman Khan 
Date 
1387 A.D. 
18* Century 
18* Century 
1781 A.D. 
18* Century 
1791-92 AD. 
18* Century 
18* Century 
17* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Khan-i-Jahan 
Unknown 
Haji Qubba 
Unknown 
Chanda Ghosi 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Nawab Muzaffar 
Khan 
Unknown 
Nawab Sulaiman 
Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 71 
M-IV, 72 
M-IV, 73 
M-IV, 74 
M-IV, 75 
M-IV, 76 
M-IV, 77 
M-IV, 78 
M-V, 13 
M-V, 47 
M-V, 52 
Muhalla KaJyanpura 
No. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
Name 
Pulaowali Masjid 
Tomb of Shah Turkaman 
Grave of Haider Raza 
Haji AmanuUah's Mosque 
Date 
18* Century 
1240 A.D. 
1788-89 A.D. 
1784 A.D 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
M-IV, 79 
M-IV, 80 
M-IV, 81 
M-IV, 82 
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Muhalla Naughara 
No. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
Name 
Shah Afaq's Mosque 
Khanqah of Shah Ghulam 
Ali 
Mosque 
Kamra-i Bangash 
Mosque of Path Crali 
Hauz wali Masjid I 
Baradari and Hauz of 
Nawab Azam Khan 
Pipalwali Masjid I 
Haveli of Mir Hashim 
Haveli of Hakim 
Qudratullah Khan 
Haveli of Hakim IzzatuUah 
Khan 
Date 
18"" Century 
18"" Century 
18"^  Century 
18*^  Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"^  Century 
18"" Century 
18"^  Century 
18"^  Century 
18"^  Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Nawab Azam 
KJian 
Nawab Azam 
Khan 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Hakim Qudratullah 
Khan 
Hakim Izzatullah 
Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 83 
M-IV, 84 
M-IV, 85 
M-IV, 86 
M-IV, 87 
M-IV, 88 
M-IV, 89 
M-IV, 90 
M-V, 57 
M-V, 58 
M-V, 59 
Muhalla Rekab 
No. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
Name 
Masjid Khajur Wali I 
Rang Mahal 
Mosque 
Shish Mahal ki Masjid 
Rang Mahal of Mirza Ilahi 
Bakhsh 
Chandni Mahal 
Shish Mahal 
Haveli of Mir Khan 
Date 
18^ ^ Century 
Mughal 
18"* Century 
18*^  Century 
IS*" Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
17* century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Khan-i-Khanan 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Prince Mirza 
Jamshed Bakht 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Mir Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 91 
M-IV, 92 
M-IV, 93 
M-IV, 94 
M-IV, 95 
M-IV, 96 
M-IV, 97 
M-V, 14 
Muhalla Oassabpura 
No. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 
131. 
Name 
Jain Temple 
Qassaban's Mosque 
Baghicha 
Mosque (Chhoti Masjid I) 
Mosque Bhatiyariwali 
Masjid Dhobiyan 
Mir Khan Ki Khirki 
Haveli of Nawab Qalandar 
Ali Khan 
Date 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Ubknown 
Unknown 
Nawab Qalandar 
Ali Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 98 
M-IV, 99 
M-IV, 100 
M-IV, 101 
M-IV, 102 
M-IV, 103 
M-IV, 104 
M-V, 72 
34 
Muhalla Muhammad Ali Khan 
No. 
132. 
133. 
134. 
135. 
136. 
137. 
138. 
Name 
Unchi Masjid I 
House of Saiyid Ahmad Khan 
House of Dabir-ud-daulah 
Mosque 
Haveli of Nawab SaifuUah 
Khan 
Haveli of Muhammad Amin 
Khan 
Haveli of Hakim Bu Ali Khan 
Date 
18"" Century 
IS'" Century 
18"" Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"" Century 
IS"" Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Mehdi Quii 
Khan 
Mufti Mir Lal 
Nawab 
SaifuUah Khan 
Muhammad 
Amin Khan 
Hakim Bu Ali 
Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 105 
M-IV, 106 
M-IV, 107 
M-IV, 108 
M-V, 76 
M-V, 77 
M-V, 78 
Muhalla Kachi Warah 
No. 
~ 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Muhalla Daryaganj 
No. 
139. 
140. 
Name 
Zinat-ul-Masajid 
Haveli of SaaduUah Khan 
Date 
1707 A.D. 
17"" Century 
Builder 
Zinat-un-Nisa 
Begum 
Saadullah Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 109 
M-V, 18 
Muhalla Koh Ban 
No. 
141. 
142. 
143. 
Name 
Shahi Feel Khana 
Sonehri Masjid III 
Haveli of Khan-i Dauran 
Khan 
Date 
17"* Century 
1751 A.D. 
18"" Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Nawab Bahadur 
Khan-i Dauran 
Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 110 
M-IV, 111 
M-V, 103 
Bagwa Baari 
No. 
144. 
145. 
146. 
Name 
Grave 
Grave 
Sonehri Masjid I 
Date 
1748 A.D. 
1729 A.D. 
1751 A.D. 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Nawab Qudsiya 
Begum 
Location 
M-IV, 112 
M-IV, 113 
M-IV, 114 
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Muhalla Kashti Banan 
No. 
147. 
148. 
149. 
150. 
Name 
Baghicha-i Paeen 
Grave of Shah KaiimuUah 
Jahanabadi 
Haveli of Asad Ali Hazari 
Haveli of Daroga Abdur 
Rasool Khan 
Date 
18* Century 
1729 A.D. 
18*^  Century 
18"* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Asad Ali Hazari 
Abdur Rasool 
Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 115 
M-IV, 116 
M-V, 19 
M-V, 20 
Muhalla Dariba Kalan 
No. 
151. 
152. 
153. 
154. 
Name 
Mosque 
Gate (Khuni Darwaza) 
Appa Gangadhara's Temple 
Haveli of Puran Darze 
Date 
18*^  Century 
17*" Century 
1761 A.D. 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Appa Gangadhar 
Unknown 
Location 
M-IV, 117 
M-IV, 118 
M-IV, 119 
M-V, 84 
Muhalla Mumtaz Ganj 
No. 
155. 
156. 
157. 
158. 
159. 
Name 
Sivalaya 
Mosque 
Haveli of Shaista Khan 
Haveli of Raushan-ud-
daulah 
Haveli of Daulat Nisa 
Begum 
Date 
18* Century 
18* Century 
17* Century 
17* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Mahanta 
Ramanujadasa 
Unknown 
Shaista Khan 
Raushan-ud-daulah 
Unknown 
Location 
M-IV, 120 
M-IV, 121 
M-V, 6 
M-V, 7 
M-V, 79 
Muhalla Kaghaziyan 
No. 
160. 
161. 
Name 
Haveli of Safdar Jung 
Haveli of Abdul Majid Khan 
Majd-al Daulah 
Date 
18* Century 
Builder 
Safdar Jung 
Abdul Majid Khan 
Location 
M-V, 1 
M-V, 5 
Muhalla Panjabi 
No. 
~ 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
36 
Muhalla Nai Basti 
No. 
— 
Name Date 
— 
Muhalla Khawaspura 
No. 
162. 
163. 
164. 
165. 
166. 
167. 
168. 
169. 
170. 
Name 
Mosque of the Phiranchas 
Mosque 
Gate 
Mosque 
Sivalaya Ghanteshvara 
Mahadeva 
Bhairayji's Temple 
Sarvan's Sivalaya 
Kachehri of Bhawani 
Shankar 
Haveli of Bakshi Bhawani 
Shankar 
Muh 
No. 
171. 
172. 
173. 
174. 
Name 
Sarai Bangash 
Fatehpuri Masjid 
Mosque 
Haveli of Nawab 
Shahnawaz Khan 
Muh 
No. 
175. 
176. 
177. 
178. 
179. 
180. 
181. 
182. 
183. 
184. 
Name 
Panjabiyan's Mosque 
Imli wali Mosque III 
Kuppewalan's Mosque 
House of Hakim Ajmal 
Khan 
Gate 
Yek Burji Mosque II 
Well (Lai Kuan) 
Mosque 
Ahmad Said Khan's 
Mosque 
Hauz wali Mosque II 
Date 
18"* Century 
18^ * Century 
17** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
alia Khari Baoli 
Date 
18** Century 
1650 A.D. 
18** Century 
18** Century 
lalla Ballimaran 
Date 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
Late Afghan 
Pre-Mughal 
18** Century 
1779 A.D. 
18** Century 
Builder 
Builder 
Unknown 
Amani Begum 
Ghasi Ram 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Sarvan 
Unknown 
Bhawani Shankar 
Builder 
Unknown 
Fatehpuri Begum 
Unknown 
Nawab 
Shahnawaz Khan 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Hakim Ajmal 
Khan 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Qasim Khan 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
Location 
M-IV, 122 
M-IV, 123 
M-IV, 124 
M-IV, 125 
M-IV, 126 
M-IV, 127 
M-IV, 128 
M-IV, 129 
M-V, 80 
Location 
M-IV, 130 
M-IV, 131 
M-rV, 132 
M-V, 41 
Location 
M-IV, 133 
M-IV, 134 
M-IV, 135 
M-IV, 136 
M-IV, 137 
M-IV, 138 
M-IV, 139 
M-IV, 140 
M-IV, 141 
M-IV, 142 
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185. 
186. 
187. 
188. 
189. 
190. 
191. 
192. 
193. 
194. 
195. 
196. 
197. 
198. 
Baghichewali Masjid 
Anarwali Masjid II 
Haveli of Late Nawab 
Sohrab Jung Qasim Khan 
Haveli of Muhammad Khan 
Karor 
Haveli of Nawab Ahmad 
Baksh Khan 
Haveli of Nawab Magfoor 
Haveli of Nazar 
Muhammad Khan 
Haveli of Ghulam Murtaza 
Khan 
Haveli of Mir AzimuUah 
Haveli of Mir Khurd 
Haveli of Ghulam Ali Khan 
Haveli of Hakim Miya Jaan 
Haveli of Faizullah Beg 
Khan 
Haveli of Haider QuU Khan 
18"* Century 
18"^  Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"" Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"" Century 
18* Century 
18"* Century 
18"" Century 
18"* Century 
Reign of Md. 
Shah 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Nawab Sohrab 
Jung Qasim Khan 
Muhammad Khan 
Karor 
Nawab Ahmad 
Baksh Khan 
Nawab Magfoor 
Nazar Muhammad 
Khan 
Ghulam Murtaza 
Khan 
Mir AzimuUah 
Mir Khurd 
Ghulam Ali Khan 
Hakim Miya Jaan 
Faizullah Beg 
Khan 
Haider Quli Khan 
M-IV, 143 
M-IV, 144 
M-V, 34 
M-V, 35 
M-V, 36 
M-V, 37 
M-V, 88 
M-V, 89 
M-V, 90 
M-V, 91 
M-V, 92 
M-V, 93 
M-V, 94 
M-V, 100 
Muhalla Gharkh-Chah 
No. 
199. 
200. 
201. 
202. 
203. 
204. 
205. 
206. 
207. 
208. 
Name 
Lai Darwaza 
Mirza Mughal Beg Khan's 
Mosque 
Pirji Wali Mosque 
Kaptan Wali Masjid 
Haveli of Shadil Khan 
Haveli of Sher Afghan Khan 
Haveli of Imam Quli Beg 
Khan 
Haveli of Sufi Allah Yaar 
Khan 
Haveli of Raja Jai Sukh Rai 
Haveli of Haingan Tawaif 
Date 
18"" Century 
18"" Century 
18^ " Century 
18"^  Century 
17^ * Century 
18"" Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"" Century 
18"'Century 
Builder 
Mirza Mughal 
Beg Khan 
Mirza Mughal 
Beg Khan 
Father of Hakim 
Ajmal Khan 
Unknown 
Shadil Khan 
Sher Afghan Khan 
Imam Quli Beg 
Khan 
Sufi Allah Yaar 
Khan 
Raja Jai Sukh Rai 
Haingan Tawaif 
Location 
M-IV, 145 
M-IV, 146 
M-IV, 147 
M-IV, 148 
M-V, 31 
M-V, 95 
M-V, 96 
M-V, 97 
M-V, 98 
M-V, 99 
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Muhalla Roshanpura 
No. 
209. 
210. 
211. 
212. 
213. 
214. 
215. 
216. 
217. 
218. 
219. 
Name 
Charandasis's Temple 
Mosque 
Stable of Azamuddaulah 
Muinul Mulk Nawab Md. 
Amir Khan Bahadur 
Hanumanji's Temple 
Mosque 
Sadirama's Temple 
Haveli Qutbi Begum 
Haveli of Hakim Baqa 
Haveli of Raja Seth Mai 
Haveli of Raja Jai Singh 
Haveli of Hafiz Abdur 
Rahman Khan 
Date 
17*^  Century 
18* Century 
18"" Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Charandasa 
Hakim Baqaullah 
Azamuddaulah 
Muinul Mulk 
Bahadur 
Father of Rai 
Bahadur 
Nanakchand 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Raja Seth Mai 
Raja Jai Singh 
Abdur Rahman Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 149 
M-IV, 150 
M-IV, 151 
M-IV, 152 
M-IV, 153 
M-IV, 154 
M-V, 22 
M-V, 23 
M-V, 27 
M-V, 29 
M-V, 30 
Muhalla Churigaran 
No. 
220. 
221. 
222. 
223. 
224. 
225. 
226. 
227. 
228. 
229. 
Name 
Mosque 
Mosque Hammamwali 
Temple of Babu Gulab Das 
Mosque Bari 
Jutewalan's Mosque 
Haveli of Raja Kedamath 
Haveli of Doodhadhari 
Haveli of Rai Sambhunath 
Bangla of Shaidi Faulad 
Khan 
Haveli of Lala Govardhan 
Das 
Date 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Raja Kedamath 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Raja Kedamath 
Unknown 
Rai Sambhunath 
Shaidi Faulad 
Khan 
Lala Govardhan 
Das 
Location 
M-IV, 155 
M-IV, 156 
M-IV, 157 
M-IV, 158 
M-IV, 159 
M-V, 25 
M-V, 42 
M-V, 46 
M-V, 46a 
M-V, 48 
Muhalla Bulbuli Khana 
No. 
230. 
231. 
232. 
233. 
Name 
Ustad Karim Bakhsh's 
Mosque 
Tomb of Razia Suhan 
Mosque 
Nawab Maulvi Qutbu-d-
din's Mosque 
Date 
18* Century 
Unknown 
18* Century 
1735-36 A.D. 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Maulvi Qutbu-d-
din 
Location 
M-IV, 160 
M-IV, 161 
M-IV, 162 
M-IV, 163 
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234. 
235. 
Kalesvaranath's Temple 
Haveli of AzizuUah Khan 
18'*'Century 
18"" Century 
Unknown 
AzizuIIah Khan 
M-IV, 164 
M-V, 49 
Muhalla Bhojla Pahari 
No. Name Date Builder Location 
236. Hafiz Nizam Ali Attar's 
Mosque 
18"* Century Unknown M-IV, 165 
237. Mosque IS"* Century Unknown 
asr 
M-IV, 166 
238. Mosque 18" Century 
18^ Century 
Unknown M-IV, 167 
239. Mosque Unknown M-IV, 168 
240. Chitli Qabr Unknown Unknown M-IV, 169 
241. Haveli of Mirza Mir Path 
Ali Shah Sahib 
j u i 18"" Century Mirza Mir Path 
Ali Shah Sahib 
^ 
M-V, 50 
242. Haveli of Hafiz Khairati 
Sahib 
18" Century Hafiz Khairati 
Sahib 
M-V, 51 
Muhalla Hakim Muhsin Khan 
No. 
243. 
244. 
245. 
246. 
247. 
248. 
249. 
250. 
251. 
252. 
253. 
Name 
Kaharwali Masjid 
Aqa Masita's Mosque 
Mosque of Kale Khan 
Hakim Agha Jan's mosque 
Mosque 
Mosque 
Mosque 
Haveli of Nawab Mehdi 
QuliKhan 
Haveli of Hakim SanauUah 
Khan 
Haveli of Hakim Naamdar 
Khan 
Haveli of Hakim Kaamdar 
Khan 
Date 
18*^  Century 
18"" Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
Builder 
RahimuUah Khan 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Ihtamam Khan 
Kotwal 
Pirji Hasan Askari 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Nawab Mehdi Quli 
Khan 
Hakim Sanaullah 
Khan 
Hakim Naamdar 
Khan 
Hakim Kaamdar 
Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 170 
M-IV, 171 
M-IV, 172 
M-IV, 173 
M-IV, 174 
M-IV, 175 
M-IV, 176 
M-V, 62 
M-V, 63 
M-V, 64 
M-V, 65 
Muhalla Matya Mahal 
No. 
254. 
255. 
256. 
257. 
258. 
Name 
Mosque 
Mosque Gondniwali I 
Mosque Jamanwali 
Haveli of Shaikh Manglu 
Haveli of Ahmad Ali Khan 
Date 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
Builder 
Agha Jan 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Shaikh Manglu 
Ahmad Ali Khan 
Location 
M-IV, 177 
M-IV, 178 
M-IV, 179 
M-V, 53 
M-V, 54 
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259. 
260. 
261. 
262. 
Haveli of Hazara Beg 
Haveli of Azizabadi Begum 
Haveli of Azam Khan 
Haveli of Kallu Khawas 
18^ Century 
18^ Century 
18^ Century 
18"" Century 
Hazara Beg 
Azizabadi Begum 
Azam Khan 
Unknown 
M-V, 55 
M-V, 56 
M-V, 60 
M-V, 61 
Muhalla Imli ki Pahari 
No. 
263. 
264. 
265. 
266. 
267. 
268. 
269. 
270. 
271. 
Name 
Mosque of Imli ki Pahari 
Tomb of Shah Md.Ali 
Waiz 
Unchi Masjid II 
Maulvi Mahbub All's 
Mosque 
Burhiya's Mosque I 
Mosque 
Haveli of Bakhtawar Khan 
Haveli of Lala Mangat Rai 
Haveli of Sansari Mai 
Date 
18"^  Century 
1717-18 A.D. 
18** Century 
18"* Century 
18"^  Century 
18"" Century 
17"" Century 
18^ Century 
18^ Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Bakhtawar Khan 
Lala Mangat Rai 
Sansari Mai 
Location 
M-IV, 180 
M-IV, 181 
M-IV, 182 
M-IV, 183 
M-IV, 184 
M-IV, 185 
M-V, 15 
M-V, 66 
M-V, 67 
Muhalla Chatta Shahji 
No. 
272. 
273. 
274. 
275. 
276. 
277. 
278. 
279. 
280. 
281. 
282. 
283. 
284. 
Name 
Dargah Wali Masjid 
Tophakhanevala's Sivalaya 
Tephakhanevala's Temple 
Sivalaya 
Mosque 
Babaji's Sivalaya 
Jhajjarvala's Temple 
Sahib Sing's Temple 
Haveli of Shahji 
Haveli of Bahadur Ali Khan 
Haveli of Lala Sukhchand 
Mahajan 
Haveli of Lala Bakshi Ram 
(Gurwale) 
Haveli of Lala Mohan Lai 
Date 
18"^  Century 
IS'" Century 
18^ " Century 
18* century 
18"" century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Javardevi 
Unknown 
Unknown 
A Brahman 
Unknown 
Nawab Shadi 
Khan 
Bahadur Ali Khan 
Lala Sukhchand 
Mahajan 
Lala Bakshi Ram 
Lala Mohan Lai 
Location 
M-IV, 186 
M-IV, 187 
M-IV, 188 
M-IV, 189 
M-IV, 190 
M-IV, 191 
M-IV, 192 
M-IV, 193 
M-V, 17 
M-V, 21 
M-V, 68 
M-V, 69 
M-V, 70 
Muhalla Rehat 
No. 
285. 
Name 
Chandiwalan's Mosque 
Date 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Location 
M-IV, 194 
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286. 
287. 
288. 
289. 
290. 
291. 
Phulwalan's Mosque 
Gate 
Haveli of Ustad Hamid 
Haveli of Late Hakim Faiz 
Ali Khan 
Haveli of Dayanandhan 
Pandit 
Haveli of Nagar Seth 
18"^  Century 
17"^  Century 
17"' Century 
18"* Century 
18"* Century 
18*^  Century 
Muhalla Masjid Khaju 
No. 
292. 
293. 
294. 
295. 
296. 
297. 
298. 
299. 
300. 
301. 
302. 
Name 
Khunbaha Mosque 
Mosque 
Jauhris's Temple 
Mosque 
Mosque 
Shahtutwali Mosque 
Mosque 
Lala Bansidharalal's 
Sivalaya 
Chaudhari Himmat Sing's 
Sivalaya 
Mosque Khajurwali II 
Haveli of Jati Bal Kishan 
Mu 
No. 
303. 
304. 
305. 
306. 
Name 
Savalji's Sivalaya 
Haveli of Hakim Ruknuddin 
Khan 
Haveli of Najaf Ali Khan 
Haveli of Ibrahim Ali Khan 
Muh£ 
No, 
307. 
308. 
Name 
Nawab Sahib's Mosque 
Mandir Hatkevara 
Mahadeva 
Date 
Reign of Md. 
Shah 
18* Century 
18* century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
halla Bhojpura 
Date 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
ilia Dariba Khur 
Date 
1722-23 A.D. 
1759-60 A.D. 
Unknown 
Ustad Hamid 
Ustad Hamid 
Hakim Faiz Ali 
Khan 
Dayanandhan 
Pandit 
Unknown 
ir 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Moti Lai 
Unknown 
Jati Bal Kishan 
Builder 
Unknown 
Hakim Ruknuddin 
Khan 
Najaf Ali Khan 
Ibrahim Ali Khan 
d 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
M-IV, 195 
M-IV, 196 
M-V, 16 
M-V, 73 
M-V, 74 
M-V, 75 
Location 
M-IV, 197 
M-IV, 198 
M-IV, 199 
M-IV, 200 
M-IV, 201 
M-IV, 202 
M-IV, 203 
M-IV, 204 
M-IV, 205 
M-IV, 206 
M-V, 71 
Location 
M-IV, 207 
M-V, 85 
M-V, 86 
M-V, 87 
Location 
M-IV, 208 
M-IV, 209 
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Muhalla Kacha Bagh 
No. 
309. 
310. 
311. 
312. 
Name 
Hakim MihrAIi Shah's 
Mosque 
Sivalaya 
Imambara 
Mosque 
Date 
18"* Century 
18* Century 
18**" Century 
1752-53 A.D. 
Builder 
Mihr Ali Shah 
Public 
Expence/Hasa Mai 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
M-IV, 210 
M-IV,211 
M-IV, 212 
M-IV, 213 
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TABLE m 
Structures in the Suburbs 
Paharganj (Shaheani) 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
Name 
The Mausoleum and 
Madarsa of Ghaziuddin 
Khan 
Graves of Mir Mannu and 
his wife 
Tomb of Hafiz Sadullah 
Tankof Shahji 
Gharib Shah's Mosque 
Sahibzadi's Mosque 
Bari Masjid 
Mosque of Chunewalan 
Stone-cutter's Mosque 
Mosque of Ghosiyan 
Mosque Bandarya wali 
Date 
Aurangzeb's 
Reign 
1753-54 AD. 
18* Century 
18^ * Century 
18"^  Century 
18^ ^ Century 
18"^  Century 
18*^  Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Ghaziuddin Khan 
Unknown 
Ghaziuddin Khan 
Firoz Jang II 
Shahji 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
Oadam Sharif 
No. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
Name 
Mosque Qabrustan wali 
Mani Shah's Tomb 
Mosque 
Date 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
Firozabad 
No. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
Name 
Mosque 
Guruduwara 
Mosque 
Grave of Maulana Shah Abdu-r-
rahim, Maulana Shah Waliuliah 
and Maulana Shah Abdul Aziz 
Mosque of Khwaja Mir Dard 
Grave of Khwaja Md. Nasir, 
Khwaja Mir Dard and Khwaja 
Mir Asar 
Date 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
1719 A.D., 
1762-63 A.D., 
1824 A.D. 
18* Century 
1759 A.D., 
1785 A.D. 
Builder 
Unknown 
Baghel Singh 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
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Madhogani 
No. 
21. 
22 
Name 
Jantar Mantar 
Gateway 
Date 
1724 A.D. 
18^ Century 
Builder 
Mirza Raja Jaisingh 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
Jaisinghpura 
No. Name Date 
17"! Century 
18"'Century 
Builder Location 
23. Hanumanji's Temple Raja Man Singh 
24. Mosque Unknown 
18''^ :entury 25. Temple Agarwal 
(Chhota Mandir) 
Unknown 
?ir 26. Temple Khandelwal 
(Bara Mandir) 
18" Century Unknown 
27. Nasyan (Temple) ^ 18" Century Unknown 
^ 28. Mosque 18" Century Unknown 
^ 29. Guruduwara (Bangla Sahib) 18" Century Unknown 
Narhaula fPanchkuian') 
No. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
Name 
Mosque 
Tomb of Mir Muhammad 
Ali (Sayyid ki Dargah) 
Agar Sen's Baoli 
Mosque 
Date 
17"* Century 
1684 AD. 
Afghan 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Agar Sen 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
Folad Nagar (Banskoli) 
No. 
~ 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Shidipura 
No. 
34. 
35. 
Name 
Shidion ki Masjid 
Mosque 
Date 
1743-44 AD. 
18"* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
Teliwarah (Hindu Rao Ka Bara) 
No. 
36. 
Name 
Bari Masjid 
Date 
18"* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
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Oudsia Garden 
No. 
37. 
38. 
Name 
Mosque 
Gateway 
Date 
1748 A.D. 
1748 A.D. 
Builder 
Qudsia Begum 
Qudsia Begum 
Location 
— 
— 
Malkaganj (Malkapur) 
No. 
39. 
40. 
Name 
Mosque Pahari wali 
Tomb 
Date 
18"" Century 
18^ Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
Gur ki Mandi 
No. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
Name 
Mosque Hijre wali 
Gateway of Mahaldar 
Khan's Grarden 
Tripolia 
Date 
1786-87 A.D. 
1710-11 A.D. 
1728-29 A.D. 
Builder 
Unknown 
Mahaldar Khan 
Mahaldar Khan Nazir 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
Sabzi Mandi 
No. 
44. 
Name 
Mosque 
Date 
18"* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
Mughalpura 
No. 
~ 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Ruhullah Sarai 
No. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
Name 
Lai Takya Masjid 
Mosque 
Tomb 
Mosque 
Date 
18"" Century 
18"^  Century 
IS*" Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
Wazirpur 
No. 
49. 
Name 
Burjs (tower) of Mansur 
Date 
18"* Century 
Builder 
Mansur 
Location 
— 
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Rajporah 
No. 
— 
Name 
No. 
~ 
Name 
No. 
— 
Name 
No. 
~ 
Name 
No. 
~ 
Name 
No. 
50. 
Name 
Talkatora Garden 
No. 
51. 
Name 
Pavilion 
No. 
52. 
53. 
Name 
Guruduwara of Tegh 
Bahadur 
Samadhs of Bir Singh and Jit 
Singh 
Date 
Wazirabad 
Date 
Badli Sarai 
Date 
Sahipur 
Date 
Azadpur 
Date 
_ 
Tal-katora 
Date 
18"" Century 
Raisina 
Date 
18* century 
Rikabsanj 
Date 
IS"'Century 
18"" Century 
Builder 
Builder 
Builder 
Builder 
Builder 
Builder 
Unknown 
Builder 
Unknown 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
Location 
— 
Location 
— 
Location 
— 
Location 
— 
Location 
— 
Location 
— 
Location 
— 
— 
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Zabitagani 
No. 
54. 
55. 
Name 
Mosque 
Tomb 
No. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
Name 
Tomb ofMirTaqi 
Baghwali Masjid 
Lai Bangla (Tomb) 
Tomb of Sayyid Abid 
Barah Khamba 
Mosque 
Mosque 
Nizamp 
No. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
Name 
Mosque 
Guruduwara 
Humayun's Tomb 
Barah Pula 
Tomb of Abdur-Rahim 
Khan-i-Khanan 
Enclosure of Nawab Mustafa 
Khan 
Tomb of Muhanmiad Shah 
House of Mirza Jahangir 
Dalan (Hall) of Itiqad Khan 
Grave of Makhdum Khan 
(Son of Muhammad Shah) 
Grave of Darab Khan 
Dalan of Mirdha Ikram 
Khan-i-Dauran Khan's 
Mosque 
Dalan of Atgah Khan 
No. 
~ 
Name 
Date 
18"" Century 
18"* Century 
Babarpur 
Date 
17"^  Century 
18"^  Century 
1779-80 A.D. 
1626-27 A.D. 
Afghan 
18* Century 
18^ ^ Century 
ur (Basti Nizamv 
Date 
IS'" Century 
18"" Century 
1565-66 A.D. 
1611-12 A.D. 
1626-27 A.D. 
18* Century 
1748 A.D. 
18"^  Century 
18"" Century 
1772 A.D. 
1710 A.D. 
1801-02 A.D. 
18^ " Century 
18"* Century 
Arab Sarai 
Date 
Builder 
Nawab Zabita Khan 
Unknown 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Khawaja Sabir Nusrat 
Jang 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
iddin) 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Hamida Banu Begum 
Mihrban Agha 
Unknown 
Nawab Mustafa Khan 
Unknown 
Mirza Jahangir 
Itiqad Khan 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Mirdha Ikram 
Khan-i-Dauran Khan 
Atgah Khan 
Builder 
Location 
— 
— 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
Location 
— 
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Khairpur 
No. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
Name 
A Doomed Chhatri 
Tomb of Muhammad Shah 
(Mubarak Khan ka Gumbad) 
Mosque and Bara Gumbad 
Baoli, Mosque and four 
walls of an enclosed Garden, 
with its entrance 
Tomb of Sikandar Lodi 
Athpula (Khairpur ka Pul) 
Mosque 
No. 
84. 
Name 
Tomb 
No. 
85. 
86. 
Name 
Tomb of Mah Khan am 
Safdarjang's Tomb 
No. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
Name 
The Enclosing Wall and 
Gateways 
Lai Masjid 
Qadam Sharif 
Majlis Khana 
Mosque 
Grave of Nawab Musa Khan 
Grave of Nawab Bahadur 
Jawid Khan 
No. 
94. 
Name 
Tomb of Najaf Khan 
Date 
18"" Century 
1443-44 A.D. 
1494 A.D. 
17"^  Century/ 
18* Century 
1517 A.D. 
17"* Century 
18"* Century 
Sikandarpur 
Date 
18* Century 
Jor Bagh 
Date 
1726-27 A.D. 
1753-54 A.D. 
Aliganj 
Date 
1750-51 A.D. 
18"" Century 
1759-60 A.D. 
1750-51 A.D. 
1750-51 A.D. 
1770-71 A.D. 
1752 A.D. 
Bibipur 
Date 
1782 A.D. 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Mughal Abu Amjad 
Unknown 
Ibrahim Lodi 
Nawab Bahadur 
Unknown 
Builder 
Unknown 
Builder 
Unknown 
Nawab 
Shujauddaulah 
Builder 
Qudsia Begum 
Unknown 
Qudsia Begum 
Qudsia Begum 
Qudsia Begum 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Builder 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
—--
— 
— 
— 
— 
Location 
— 
Location 
— 
— 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
Location 
— 
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Mozadpur 
No. 
— 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Muhammadpur 
No. 
~ 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Joomarpur 
No. 
~ 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Akeedpur 
No. 
~ 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Shahpur 
No. 
— 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Begampur 
No. 
~ 
Name Date Builder Location 
— 
Chiraeh Dehli 
No. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 
Name 
Outer Enclosure Walls of 
the Village 
Mosque of Farrukhsiyar 
Majlis Khana (Assembly 
hall) 
Grave of Mirza Shabbu 
Khanqah 
Date 
Muhammad 
Shah's Reign 
Farrukhsiyar's 
Reign 
18"" Century 
18"* Century 
18"" Century 
Builder 
Muhammad Shah 
Farrukhsiyar 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
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Mehrauli 
No. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
Name 
Sarai 
Mosque 
A Walled Enclosure (Bagh) 
Mosque 
Mosque of Wafati Shah 
Enclosure containing graves 
of the Nawabs of Jhajjar 
The Gateway of Maulana 
Fakhruddin 
A Small Tank 
Ajmeri Gate (Naya 
Darwaza) 
Grave of Murad Bakht 
(Wife if Shah Alam II) 
Moti Masjid (Pearl Mosque) 
Grave of Shah Alam 
Bahadur Shah I 
Diwan Khana of Shaikh 
Nizam 
Enclosure containing the 
graves of the relations of 
Farrukhsiyar 
Mosque of Qutb Sahib 
(The External Dalan) 
Grave of Jawahar Khan 
Grave of Hakim Sharif 
Khan 
Grave of Zabita Khan 
Majlis Khana 
Graves of Nawabs of Banda 
First Gateway of 
Farrukhsiyar 
Inner Gateway of 
Farrukhsiyar 
Tomb Enclosure 
Khawaspura (Quarters of 
Maid-servants) 
Date 
18"" Century 
18"* Century 
18** Century 
18** Century 
18"" Century 
18** Century 
Dargah of 
Qutb Sahib 
18** Century 
18** Century 
1707-08 A.D. 
1800-01 A.D. 
1709 A.D. 
1712-13 A.D. 
1719-48 A.D. 
1793-94 A.D. 
1717-18 A.D. 
1750-51 A.D. 
1801-02 A.D. 
1785 A.D. 
18** Century 
18** Century 
Farrukhsiyar's 
Reign 
1717-18 A.D. 
18** Century 
18** Century 
Builder 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Maulana Fakhruddin 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Shah Alam Bahadur 
Shah I 
Unknown 
Shaikh Nizam 
Unknown 
Farrukhsiyar 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Farrukhsiyar 
Farrukhsiyar 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
—~ 
— 
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124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 
131. 
132. 
.133. 
134. 
135. 
136. 
Walled Garden (Garden of 
Bakhshi Mahmud) 
Sarai of Shaikh InayatuUah 
Mosque 
Jhama (Water-fall) 
Takya of Subrati Shah 
House of Mirza Shahrukh 
Tahsil of Bahadur Shah 11 
Pil Khana (Elephant stable) 
House of Hafiz Daud 
House of Sadruddin 
Baghichi of Zinat Mahal 
Rath Khana (Carriage 
stable) 
Mosque of Quazian 
Mehrauli 
Village 
18*^  Century 
18" Century 
18"* Century 
1700 A.D. 
IS"'Century 
IS'" Century 
18*" Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Unknown 
Sheikh InayatuUah 
Unknown 
Ghaziuddin Khan 
Firoz Jang 
Unknown 
Shaikh InayatuUah 
Unknown 
Unknown 
unknown 
Unknown 
Zinat Mahal 
Unknown 
Unknown 
—— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
Ladha Sarai 
No. 
137. 
138. 
139. 
140. 
Name 
The Bagh-i-Nazir 
Mosque 
Takya (Abode) of Kamli 
Shah 
Grave of Azim Shah 
Date 
1748 A.D. 
18* Century 
18* Century 
IS* Century 
BuUder 
Roz Afzan Nazir 
(Manzoor Ali Khan) 
Unknown 
Emperor 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
— 
Badarpur 
No. 
141. 
142. 
143. 
Name 
Sarai of Badarpur 
Mosque 
Tank 
Date 
IS* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Raushan-ud-daulah 
Raushan-ud-daulah 
Unknown 
Location 
— 
— 
— 
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II (i): Residential structures 
As during the eighteenth century, Delhi continued to be the centre of the Mughal 
'empire' with the king and his court residing in the once politically powerful metropolis, 
the city witnessed hectic building activity with a variety of structures coming up in every 
part of the city. A few of the contemporary sources that we have for the period, testify to 
a proUferation of residential population, as a result of which all kinds of people, nobles' 
to merchants, professionals to general masses, built their mansions and houses, as well as 
places of worship along the main thoroughfares, roads and lanes. The open spaces which 
once marked the imperial city of Shahjahanabad, the vast expanses which separated the 
imperial city from its suburbs and the idyllic outlying areas, were now encroached upon 
by these dwellings, and it, in the words of a contemporary, 'became increasingly difficult 
to negotiate the clogged lanes and by-lanes.' 
A perusal of the sources points towards a variety of residential structures found at 
Delhi. The type of a house can be differentiated by taking into consideration the material 
used in its construction, the extent and richness of the covered area or the mode of 
roofing. The houses and residential structures during the eighteenth century at Delhi 
could be a simple residential house with only a few rooms {manzil-khana or khana), or 
mansions (haveli). The terms employed by our sources are quite varied and range from a 
simple khana, or makan to haveli, kashana and mahal. Terms like maskan, daulatkhana, 
balakhana, diwankhana, kothi and bangla are also employed for residential buildings and 
structures. During the 17* Century the word makan was not used for a house, and bangla 
yet had the significance of a movable wooden structure. Nonetheless for our period, we 
Maharat Khan, Bahjat ul 'Alam, Ms. India Office Library, London, Persian Manuscript Collection, Ethe 
729, fol. 35 (b). 
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encounter both these terms in the sense of residence.^  The later term is however used 
more for the residence of the English than the local people's residence.^  The term kothi 
on the other hand does not appear to have been employed by Dargah Quii Khan who 
writes his account of Delhi during the eighteenth century. Sangin Beg, who compiled his 
work during the first decade of the nineteenth century repeatedly employs this term, but 
not in the sense of a residential house but in the sense of a 'factory', 'ware-house' or a 
commercial establishment. Thus we hear of Kothi-ha-i mahajan,^ Kothi Lala Saudagar,^ 
Kothi Lala Shagunchand and Kothi Lala Faqir Chand.^ But then by the eighteenth 
century, probably the term also came to connote the mansions of important persons. Thus 
we have the kothis of Nawab Faiz Khan, Zeb Nisa Begum and Nawab Ahmad Bakhsh, 
apart from those of Colonel James Skinner, Charles Metcalf, Robert Ludlow and Fraser.^  
The term haveli stood for a residential complex comprising separate women's and 
male quarters, servant houses and service areas. All the architectural elements in these 
mansions rotated around a centralized courtyard (sahn). Generally, these structures were 
divided into two distinct portions - the mardankhana (male quarters) and the zenankhana 
(female quarters) with a staggered entrance or wall screen separating the two. The main 
door of the house would open into an ante-room (deorhi) which was generally connected 
with an open courtyard surrounded by a peristyle (aiwan) and a number of chambers 
(hujra) and porticos (dalan). The zenankhana was usually at the far end of the main door 
with a deorhi (staggered entrance) or a screen-wall (purdah) separating it from the 
^ See for example Dargah Quli Khan, Muraqqa-i-Dehli, ed. & trans. Dr. Nurul Hasan Ansari, Delhi, 1981, 
pp. 12, 13, 33, 71, 72; Mirza Sangin Beg, Sair-ul-Manazil, ed. Sharif Husain Qasmi, Delhi, 1982, pp. 23, 
25, 26, 28, 29 etc. 
^ See for example Mirza Sangin Beg, Sair-ul-Mmazil, op.cit, pp. 34,43, 44, 45 etc. 
" Ibid.,pp. 35, 39. 
* Ibid.,p.41. 
* Ibid.,p.42. 
' Ibid., pp. 34, 35, 44, 46, 48, 49 etc. 
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mardankhana. Service structures like the kitchen (matbakh) and the abdarkhana (the 
water storage and beverage room) were located in the female quarters. The male quarters 
were sometimes furnished with platforms (chabutra), water-tanks (hauz) and jet d'eau. 
A smaller side-entrance also usually opened from the zenankhana to the outside. 
This was possibly meant for the service class. Separate lavatories (both stepped dry-seat 
and of sandas and soak-pit type) were attached to both sections of the house. These 
lavatories were invariably located near the entrance doors. As against the Mughal 
hammams, these houses of the bureaucracy contained baths with subterraneous masonry 
water-heating devices. The walls of almost all the chambers were adorned with windows 
and niches. In one structure we have the evidence of verandahs with covered with sloping 
roofs resting on slender stone pillars shading the chambers of the zenankhana. There 
would also be a provision ofjilao khanas (fore-court surrounded with galleries), bala-
khana (upper-storey with an external excess) and diwankhana (office rooms). The later 
two could also be stand-alone individual structures. Thus we hear of the diwankhana of 
the mir-i atish, Khan Zaman Bahadur which had a big veranda and courts where large 
assemblies could be held on religious occasions.* Similarly mention is made of the 
balakhana of Shaikh Badmddin Ali Khan, the muhrkun, which was situated near the 
havelis of Mangat Rai and Sansarimal' It is interesting to note that all these categories of 
residential structures were dispersed throughout the city of Delhi. 
Describing the mansions of Delhi Franklin who visited the city in 1793 mentions. 
All these palaces are surrounded with high walls, and take 
up a considerable space of ground. Their entrances are 
through lofty arched gateways of brick and stone, at the top 
Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit, p. 65; for the diwankhana of a Kashmiri Pandit, who was the wakil of the 
Raja of Ballabhgarh, see Miiia Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.29. 
' Miiza Sangin Beg, Sair-ul-Manazil, op.cit, p. 29-30. 
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of which are the galleries for music; before each is 
spacious courtyard for the elephants, horses, and attendant 
of the visitors. Each palace has like-wise a mahal, o: 
Seraglio, adjoining; which is separated from the Dewan 
Khana by a partition wall, and communicates by means of 
private passage. All of these had gardens with capacious 
stone-reservoirs and fountains in the centre; an ample 
terrace extended round the whole of each particular palace; 
and within the walls were houses and apartments for 
servants and followers of every description, besides 
stabling for horses. Feel khanas, and every thing belonging 
to a nobleman's suite. Each palace was like-wise provided 
with a handsome set of baths, and a Teh khana 
underground. The baths of Sadut Khan are a set of beautiful 
rooms, paved and lined with white marble; they consists of 
fine distinct apartments, into which light is admitted by 
glazed windows from the top of the domes. Sufdar Jung's 
Teh Khana consists of a set of apartments, built in a light 
delicate manner; one large room, in which is a marble 
reservoir, the whole length; and a small room, raised and 
balustrade on each side, both faced throughout with white 
marble. 10 
Bemier while describing the streets at Delhi also mentioned that they were 
interspersed with the houses of 'mansebdars\ or petty omrahs, officers of justice, rich 
merchants,'* and others; many of which have tolerable appearance'. He further says: 
...Very few are buih entirely of brick or stone, and several 
are made only of clay and straw, yet they are airy and 
pleasant, most of them having courts and gardens, being 
commodious inside and containing good furniture. The 
thatched roof is supported by a layer of long, handsome, 
and strong canes, and the clay walls are covered vwth a fine 
white lime.'^ 
He also provides us very detailed description of the noble's mansions during the 
seventeenth century. To quote: 
10 
12 
William Franklin, 'An Account of the present State of Delhi', Asiatic Researches, Vol. 4, London, 
1807, pp. 419-420. 
At another place he says that the rich merchants of Delhi had their 'dwellings elsewhere, to which they 
retire after the hours of businesses, Francois Bemier, Travels in Mughal Empire, 1656-68 A.D., tr. A 
Constable, Delhi, 1968, p.245. 
Bemier, op.cit, p.246. 
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The dwellings of the Omrahs, though mostly situated on the 
banks of the river and in the suburb, are yet scattered in 
every direction. In these hot countries a house is considered 
beautiful if it is be capacious, and if the situation be airy 
and exposed on all sides to the wind, especially to the 
northern breeze. A good house has its courtyard, gardens, 
trees, basins of water, small Jets d'eau in the hall or at the 
entrance, and handsome subterraneous apartments which 
are furnished with large fans, and on account of their 
coolness are fit places for repose from noon until four or 
five o'clock, when the air becomes the air becomes 
suffocatingly warn. Instead of these cellars many persons 
prefer Kas-kanays,^^ that is, small and neat houses made of 
straw or odoriferous roots placed commonly in the middle 
of a parterre, so near to a reservoir of water that the 
servants may easily moisten the outside by means of water 
brought in skins. They consider that a house to be greatly 
admired out to be situated in the middle of a large flower-
garden, and should have four large divan-apartments raised 
the height of a man from the ground, and exposed to the 
four winds, so that the coohiess may be felt from any 
quarter. Indeed, no handsome dwelling is ever seen without 
terraces on which the family may sleep during the night. 
They always open into a large chamber into which the 
bedstead is easily moved in case of rain, when thick clouds 
of dust arise, when the cold air is felt at break of day, or 
when it is found necessary to guard against those light but 
penetrating dews which frequently cause a numbness in the 
limbs and induce a species of paralysis.''* 
Contemporary and near contemporary sources mention that a large number of such 
havelis were also constructed during the eighteenth century. Amongst the mansions and 
splendid places, belonging to the great Amirs of the empire and encountered by him 
during his visit, the largest according Franklin were those of Qamruddin Khan, the wazir. 
All Mardan Khan, Nawab Ghaziuddin Khan, Safdar Jung, Qudsiya Begum, Sa'adat Khan 
and that of Sultan Dara Shikoh. '^  
Khas khana, litt. Rooms covered with screens of khas (andropogon muricatus) which when wet, keeps 
them cool and fragnant during summers. 
'^' Bemier, op.cit, p.247. 
' ' William Franklin, 'An Account of the present State of Delhi', op.cit, pp. 419-420. 
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These mansions were not only impressive from the exterior but were also 
quite lavish as far as their interiors were concerned. The first description is provided by 
Bernier who tells us that: 
The interior of a good house has the whole floor covered 
with a cotton mattress four inches in thickness, over which 
a fine white cloth is spread during the summer and a silk 
carpet in winter. At the most conspicuous sides of the 
chamber are one or two mattresses, with fine coverings 
quilted in the form of flowers and ornamented with delicate 
silk embroidery, interspersed with gold and silver. These 
are intended for the master of the house, or any person of 
quality who may happen to call. Each mattress had a large 
cushion of brocade to lean upon, and there are other 
cushions placed round the room, covered with brocade, 
velvet or flowered satin, for the rest of the company. Five 
or six feet from the floor, the sides of the room are full of 
niches, cut in a variety of shapes, tasteful and well-
proportioned, in which are seen porcelain vases and flower-
pots. The ceiling is gilt and painted, but without pictures of 
man or beast, such representation being for forbidden by 
the reUgion of the country.'^  
James Forbes also describes the halls, inner compartments and interior fiirnishings 
of these mansions; 
The hall, which we converted into a dinning room, was a 
square of sixty-three feet, opening in Jfront to a pretty 
garden, and backward to a large tank, paved with marble, 
for cold bathing. Two rows of handsome pillars in front 
gave it an elegant appearance; the roof of carved wood was 
beautifully painted. On each side of the hall was a central 
large room, and two smaller, the former with a cove roof, 
the latter under a doom. The panels, walls, and ceilings of 
these rooms were all carved and painted with taste, the 
concave roofs ornamented vnth borders and compartments 
of chain-work, painted white, and the interstices filled with 
looking-glass. The windows were of a composition like 
isinglass, which only the nicest examination or the touch 
could distinguish from glass. They had a peculiar light and 
airy appearance, disposed in a pretty tracery. The small 
recesses, which in most Indian buildings are formed in the 
16 Ibid., pp. 247-248. 
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walls, and generally produce a disagreeable effects, are in 
these rooms rendered ornamented by well-adapted 
expedient of introducing fruit and flowers, painted in a 
17 
brilliant style. 
Forbes then goes on to describe the women's quarter and the teh khana 
(underground chambers) of the haveli of Safdarjang which sheds much light on the 
interior decorations of these structures: 
Some smaller apartments in a different quarter, which 
formed part of the harem, were entirely lived with looking-
glass, and the octagonal columns around them covered with 
the same material. This range, when illuminated in the 
former profuse fashion of the Moguls, must have made a 
brilliant appearance. Belonging to this part of the Zenana, I 
had, for the first time, an opportunity of seeing another 
species of luxury, in the apartment called Surd Conna, or 
the konna, which signifies in Persian, cool place, or below-
ground place. To this we descended by a long flight of 
steps; and found it consisted of a subterraneous gallery, 
divided into three distinct rooms; the whole occupied a 
space seventy-eight feet long, by twenty-seven broad. The 
side divisions were raised two steps above the centre, 
which was entered through two arches, formed by marble 
pillars, exquisitely wrought; in front was a low elegant 
railing; and between the side rooms, within these marble 
arches, were three fovmtains, to cool the atmosphere, when 
the ladies were there assembled, such places being 
generally appropriated to the pleasures of the voluptuous 
Mogul, and his favorites in the harem. The whole of this 
singular apartment, the walls, pavement, and pillars are of 
delicate white marble; the concave domes which form the 
roof are richly painted, in such a manner as to produce the 
effect of blue and silver. The light is admitted by three 
lattices, so constructed as to prevent the rays of the sun.'* 
The exquisite interior, however, was shielded from the public view by a somber 
naubatkhana (also known as naqqarkhana, the drum house) and an antechamber with a 
staggered entrance (deorhi): 
' ^  James Foibes, Oriental Memoirs, IV, pp. 63-64. 
'^  Ibid, IV, pp. 64-65. 
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The ameer's palaces, though extremely spacious and 
elegantly disposed within, make no figure from without, 
being all excluded from observation by walls, and a dewry 
or gateway, in which there is room for an ample guard; and 
over it for the nobut-konna, or band of music, which is one 
of the appendages of certain ranks of nobility/' 
What is interesting, however to note is that by the end of the eighteenth century 
we start hearing of structures including residential structures owned by the mercantile 
community. Thus we have the makan of Lala Gaur Prasad adjacent the Delhi Gate of the 
city and the house and kothis of Lamteer Saudagar near Daryaganj.^ " The residences 
(maskan) of the jewellers and Lala Saudagarmal in Muhalla Bhojpura,^ ^ and the havelis 
and kothis of Mahajans near Masjid Khajur.^ ^ In the Bhojla Pahari area situated near was 
the house of Raushan 'MochV, the shoe-maker. Similarly we start hearing of the houses 
of the physicians: thus we have the makan of Hakim Ajit in Bhojpura,^ "* and those of 
Hakim Mir Ali and Mu" Hasan in Muhalla Masjid Khajur.^ ' The 'houses' of Hakim 
ZakauUah Khan were dispersed in Muhalla Rudgaran.^ ^ It is unfortunate that such 
information is not forthcoming from the account of Dargah Quli Khan who does not 
mention the existence of the mercantile classes or such professionals like the physicians 
who probably started emerging during the eighteenth century. 
" Ibid., IV, pp. 61-62. 
°^ Mirza Sangin Beg, Sair-ul-Manazil, op.cit, p.33. 
'^ Ibid., pp. 40-41. 
^ Ibid.,p.39. 
^^  Ibid.,p.24. 
^^  Ibid.,p.45. 
' ' Ibid., P.39, see also p.35. 
*^ Ibid.,p.21. 
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II (ii): Gardens 
Gardens had been one of the prominent features of the architectural activity since 
the establishment of the Mughal rule in India. During our period we come across two 
terms connoting a garden: bagh and baghicha. The Sainil Manazil records nineteen 
bdghs and eleven baghichas which adorned the different quarters of the late eighteenth 
and early nineteenth century Delhi. From the way the descriptions are given it appears 
that bdghs were independent gardens commissioned by the nobility and the members of 
the upper echelons of the society. Thus except three gardens (viz. bagh-i Kalali, bagh-i 
Shalamar and bagh-i Shahi Talkatord) all the gardens were named after individuals. The 
baghichas on the other hand were probably small orchards adjoining the mansions of the 
nobles. However it is interesting to note the existence of the baghichas of Tansukh Rai, 
the paper-maker in Muhalla Imli.^ ^ A Brahmin too appears to have commissioned a 
baghicha in the suburb (near Jaisinghpura) of Delhi.^ ^ 
The Mughal gardens are generally square or rectangular in shape, their area being 
divided into a series of smaller square pasterns. A high wall, adorned with serrated 
battlements and pierced by a lofty entrance gateway, encircles the garden. These 
imposing entrances were a district feature of the Mughal style. In the larger gardens there 
were generally four main gateways, one in the centre of each wall, while the angles of the 
outer walls were marked by small octagonal buildings.^ ^ 
One of the largest gardens at Delhi was constructed by Jahanara Begum in 1650 
A.D. on the northern side of the Chandni Chowk. It was known as Bagh-i-Sahibabad. It 
was 970 yards long and 240 yards wide. The canal of Ali Mardan Khan flowed through it 
'^ Ibid.,p.23. 
^ Ibid.,p.88. 
^' C.MVilliers Stuart, Gardens of the great Mughal, London, 1913, p.l3. 
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and provided water throughout the year for irrigation. The bagh was enclosed on all sides 
by a high stone wall with six gates. This garden was used by the royal ladies as a pleasure 
resort.^ ° 
Baghicha-i Paeen were situated behind the Sonehri Masjid near the Delhi gate of 
the fort.^ ' Tan Sukh Rai Kagzi ka Baghicha^^ and Nawab Bahadur Ali Khan's garden 
were situated close to the Delhi gate of the city.^ ^ The gateway of the garden of Munshi 
Kunwal Nain which survives is located towards the north of Chowk SaaduUah Khan. 
Qudsia Begum built her garden in 1748 A.D. It was situated to the north of 
Kashmiri gate of the city and was enclosed by a wall and comprised a palace, two 
baradaris, a mosque and certain other buildings within it. The palace of Qudsia Begum 
which was a double-storied building of considerable extent was situated on the bank of 
the Jumna. This palatial building has long since disappeared, but it is clearly shown in a 
drawing made by Daniel in 1795 A.D. The river Jamuna once flowed under its eastern 
wall. The gateway of this garden was buih of stone and plastered brick and comprised a 
large arched opening. The central passing measures 16' 6" in width and is two bays deep, 
while on either side to north and south are flanking chambers ceiled with low brick 
domes similar to those above the passage way. The western facade which was originally 
the outer face is covered with ornamental kanguras, and is flanked by a minor at the outer 
34 
comers. 
^ Bayaz-i-Khusbui, Ms. lOL Ethe 2784 (1.0.828), Rotograph copy in the Research Library, Department of 
History, AMU, fol. ; Sangin Beg, Sair-ul-Manazil, op.cit., p.4I; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, Asar-us-Samdid, 
Delhi, 1847, Chap, in, pp. 55-56; List of Mvhammadcm and Hindu Monuments, Superintendent 
Government Printing, Calcutta, 1916, I, p.l56. 
'^ Sangin Beg, op.cit, p. 13. 
^^  Ibid.,p.23. 
^^  Ibid., p.33. 
^^  Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.46; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit. Chap. I, pp. 234-235; List ofMuhammadan and 
Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, pp. 295-296. 
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The garden of Roshan Ara was situated in the vicinity ofSabzi Mandi. It was built 
by Roshan Ara Begum,^' daughter of Shahjahan, in the year 1650 A.D. The garden of 
Roshan Ara is said to have originally contained some other buildings but with the 
exception of eastern gateway and a tank and the baradari nothing survives. Roshanara 
lies buried in her own garden-house, an elaborate white pavilion with creeper-clad walls, 
standing on a low wide platform in the centre of the upper terrace in the gardens. A raised 
canal, bordered by beds of flowers and still ornamented with a row of little fountains, 
leads from this building to the entrance gate. 
The Talkatora garden on the other hand was situated to the south-west of 
Shahjahanabad in the vicinity of the ridge. [See Map I]. We do not know who was the 
builder of this garden. However, it is said that the enclosure was a shikargah of 
Muhammad Shah. It was originally surrounded by walls which are now in ruinous 
condition and have almost disappeared. The garden was about 470 yards long (east to 
west) and about 210 yards wide (north to south) excluding the width of the top terrace. In 
the centre of the garden there appears to have been a baradari which is now reduced to a 
heap of ruins. Opposite the baradari, towards the north, stands a gateway which was 
probably the main entrance to the garden. At the northern end of the garden overlooking 
the tank is a high terrace 631' 6" by 62' 6" flanked at each end by double-storied 
octagonal pavilions surmounted by domes. A gateway which seems to have an entrance 
to the platform is also found just by the side of these towers. In the middle of the terrace 
was a building of which only the remains of a few arches survive. The terrace is 17' 6" 
^' Roshan Ara Begum (also known as Dahr Ara Begun) was bom at Buriianpur in 1631 A.D. She said to 
have begun to cry and weep while she was still in her mother's womb. She greatly favoured Aurangzeb 
and believe that a bitter enemy of Dara Shikoh, at whose murder she evinced her gratification by giving a 
great feast. She died in 1671 A.D. 
Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.47; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, 11, p.266. 
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above the garden on the east side but only 7' 6" above the tank on the west. Thus it was 
really intended as an embankment (bund) to hold back rain water flowing from the higher 
* 
level of the hilly ground to the west, and from a tank at the head of the garden. This 
garden was named Talkatora, an account of it being situated in a depression enclosed by 
hilly ground, hence the allusion to a cup (katora) or a tank (tdl). It is said to have 
contained many fine amaltas trees apart from oranges.^ ^ 
Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.62; ListofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, II, p. 228. 
[Chapter II. (iii)] 
Mosques 
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II (iii): Mosques 
Apart from the gardens and residential structures there were a large numbers of 
mosques which were constructed during the eighteenth century, some of which were built 
by the family members of Royal house-hold and nobles. Zafar Hasan's detailed survey of 
the city of Delhi in the early years of twentieth century and that of Mirza Sangin Beg^ * 
list 410 monuments within the walled city of Shahjahanabad,^ ^ and 765 monuments 
outside the walled city.'"' In the walled city there were 230 monuments (except Fort-
palace) which were constructed during the eighteenth century. Out of these 147 were 
mosques. Outside the city walls of Shahjahanabad 135 monuments were built during 
eighteenth century of which 53 were mosques.[See Map VI] 
There were two categories of mosques, one built by the king and the member of 
Royal house-hold, and the second, built by the nobles, big merchants and businessmen. 
These mosques occupied choice locations on the two major streets, and the muhallas, 
katras, and kuchas of the city, Ruling elite was not the only class engaged in 
constructional activities, many small mosques in the vicinity of the city of Delhi were 
built by ordinary people as well. Although not as big as Jami Masjid, some of them were 
of considerable size. Overall the mosques were an impressive piece of architecture, some 
of which were really beautiful. 
However it is interesting to note that most of the mosques built during the 
eighteenth century had some peculiar architectural features: a number of them had fluted 
triple domes over a triple-arched maqsura fronting the western liwan. A large number of 
* List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, Superintendent Government Printing, Calcutta, 1916, Vol. 
39 
40 
I, n, III; Mirza Sangin Beg, Sair-ul-Manazil, ed. Sharif Husain Qasmi, Delhi, 1982, pp. 1-132. 
List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, og.dt, I, pp. 1-187. 
Ibid., II & III, pp. 1-301 & 1-202. 
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these mosques were double storeyed with the actual mosques situated on top of a ground 
floor comprising of chambers sometimes used as shops. Most of these were probably 
used by the lower sections of the society. The mosques which were functioned or built 
during the eighteenth century are approximately thirty-seven in numbers. 
1. Zinat-ul Masajid 
This mosque was built by Zinat-un Nisa Begum in 1707 A.D., the daughter of Alamgir 
Aurangzeb, with a neighbouring tomb in which she was buried. It was located east of the 
Faiz Bazar Street, near Khairati gate of the city, near Jamuna. The tomb was removed 
when the mosque was used for military purposes after the Mutiny of 1857. There was an 
inscription on the tomb, dated 1122 A.H. (1710-11 A.D.). The mosque is situated on a 
commanding position and consists of a prayer chamber with seven arches and three 
domes. There are two large minars and a courtyard and central tank on the river side. 
There are thirteen rooms below the courtyard. It is built of red sandstone. The domes 
were banded with black and white marbles. '^^ 
2. Masjid Nawab Ghaziuddin Khan 
It was buih by Ghaziuddin Khan sometime between 1717-18 AD. and 1727-28 A.D.*^  It 
is located near Turkaman Gate and was reconstructed by Saadat Khan. 
"' Sangin Beg, op.cit., p-33; Sayid Ahmad Khan, Asar-us Sanadid, Delhi, 1847, Chap. Ill, pp. 39-40; List 
ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., I, p-31. 
"^  Sangin Beg, op.cit., p.38; List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., I, pp. 175-176; 
Ghaziuddin Khan's real name was Ahmad Beg. He was the foater brother of Jahandar Shah, with whom 
he first services. Later owing to a difference with the Emperor he entered the service of Prince 
Azimushan, who sent him to Bengal with his son Famikhsiyar. On the death of Bahadm- Shah, 
Famikhsiyar put forward his claims to the throne and having conferred the title of Ghaziuddin Khan and 
asked him to make preparation for war. When Famikhsiyar gained victory he bestowed upon him the title 
of Ghalib Jang and the rank of 6ooo and 5000 Sawars. 
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3. Masjid Qazi ka Hauz 
This mosque is situated in muhalla Jatwara, near Qazi ka Hauz and measured 49' 0" north 
and south, by 22' 0" east and west. It was rebuih and extended by Mufti Karimullah. In its 
south-east corner is a house, on the entrance of which an inscription dated 1131 A.H. 
(1718-19 A.D.) referring to a garden, was seen by Zafar Hasan. This inscription is no 
more extant. It seems probable that the ground, where the house now stands, was once a 
garden and the present mosque was reconstructed at the same time as the garden was 
made and the inscription on its entrance was put up.'*^ 
4. Masjid Shah Sabir Bakhsh 
This mosque was located on Faiz Bazar Street. It was built by Shah Sabir Bakhsh.'*'' A 
dargah and a musaflrkhana are attached to it which is known as the dargah and 
musafirkhana of Shah Sabir Bakhsh. On the arches of the mosque are inscribed extracts 
from the Quran. On the central arch the date 1133 A.H. (1720-21 A.D.) is mentioned. '*' 
5. Sonehri Masjid 
It is located on the Chandni Chowk, and was constructed by Raushan-u-daulah Zafar 
Khan for Shah Bhik.^ The mosque stands on a masonry platform at some height above 
*^ List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, p.82. 
'"' He was a well-known saint of his time and belonged to a family long noted for its piety. He died on the 
14* Rabi-ul Awwal of the year 1237 A.H. (7* December, 1821 A.D.) during the reign of Bahadur Shah 
II. 
"^  Sangin Beg, op.cit., p-125; Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit., Chap. IV, pp. 38-40; List ofMuhammadan and 
Hindu Monuments, op.cit., I, p.32. 
"* Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.40; Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap. HI, pp. 53-54; List ofMuhammadan and 
Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, pp. 121-122; Raushan-u-daulah's real name was Khawaja Muzaffar. He 
belongs to the family of Naqshbandi Khawajas. He began his carrier in the service of Rafi-us-Shan, the 
thirdson of Bahadur Shah I, when he rose to the rank of 1500 and 500 horses, and obtained the title of 
Zafar Khan. After the prince was killed he left the service and joined Shah Bhik. When it was rumoured 
that Farrukhsiyar was was marching from Patna to meet Jahandar Shah, he joined the former at the 
unstance of Shah Bhik, ans by the Favour of Sayyid Husain Ali Khan of Barha was oppointed the 3"* 
Bakhshi, and granted the rank of 5000 and 5000 horses and the title of "Zafar Khan Bahadur Rustam 
Jang". After Farrukhsiyar's victory over Jahandar Shah he was prooted to the rank of 7000 and 7000 
horses and was given the title of Rausha-u-daulah. He died in the year 1736-37 A.D. 
68 
the level of the road. The top of the somewhat insignificant gateway is on a level with the 
court of the mosque, while the entrance itself is barely seven feet high. Ten narrow steps 
leads up to the court of the mosque which is paved with sandstone. There are three arched 
entrances to the mosque leading into three rooms covered by domes sheathed with gilded 
copper fmials. 
It was this mosque where Nadir Shah took his seat after ordering a general 
massacre of the inhabitants of Delhi. On the morning of the 22"** March, 1739 it was on 
this spot that he was solicited to vnthdraw the order of massacre.'*' 
6. Masjid Nawab Sahib 
This mosque located in the Muhaiia Dariba Kalan was constructed by Nawab Sharaf-ud-
daulah during the time of Muhammad Shah, in the year 1722-23 A.D. It is double storied. 
The lower storey consists of a series of shops while the mosque is on the upper storey. It 
comprises three compartments surmounted with three large domes with gih fmials. 
Fifteenth narrow steps lead to the 1st floor courtyard of the mosque, which is paved with 
sandstone.''* 
7. Masjid Bu Said Muhtasib 
This mosque is situated in the Muhalla Phatak Habsh Khan, to the north of Khari BaoH. It 
was built by Abu Said, the muhtasib (the Inquisitor) in 1723-24 A.D. It has a large and 
spacious courtyard bounded on the east by several apartments used since the time of 
Sangin Beg as a maktab (school). In the middle of the courtyard, is a large ablution tank. 
"' William Franklin, op.cit, pp. 205-206. 
Sangin Beg, op.cit., p.39; Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap, in, p.49; List of Muhammadan and Hindu 
Monuments, op.cit, I, p. 138. 
69 
The main prayer chamber is surmounted with three domes and has three arched 
49 
entrances. 
8. Masjid Paniatvan 
Located in the muhalla, near Dargah Panja Sharif, to the north-west of Kashmiri 
Darwaza, it was built by LutfuUah Khan Sadiq in 1725-26 A.D. It consists of three 
compartments with arched entrances and vaulted roofs.'° 
9. Masjid Tahawwur Khan 
This mosque is located in the Muhalla Nayabans and was built by Tahawwur Khan'' in 
1727-28 A.D. Like in the mosque of Nawab Sahib (No. 6), the mosque is on upper 
storey, reached by 17 steps. The lower storey comprise of four shops.'^ 
10. Fakhr-ul Masajid 
This mosque is situated near the Kashmiri gate of the city and was built by Kaniz-i 
Fatima 'Fakhr-i Jahan', in memory of her husband. It stands on a raised plinth of about 
eight feet. It consists of three chambers surmounted by a dome banded longitudinally 
with black and white marble, and topped with gilded finials. Engrailed arches mark its 
maqsura or screen. The flanking minarets are banded Uke the dome with marble and red 
sandstone, and surmounted by small octagonal open cupolas with gilded domes and 
pinnacles. On either side of the central arch is a small minaret ashlayered with marble and 
red sandstone and surmounted by four pillared open pavilions. The floor of the mosque is 
"' SanginBeg, op.cit, p.38; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, pp. 171-172. 
'" List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, p. 183. 
' ' Tahawwur Khan lived in the reign of Muhammad Shah and held the Zamindari of Shahjahanpur. His 
brother-in-law Muhammad Afzal Khan is said to have succeeded him as his heir, in the 11* year of 
Muhammad Shah's reign. 
Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.21; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, pp. 98-99. 
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paved with white marble, and from the floor to the height of about four-and-a-half feet, 
the inner walls are faced with same material, the rest of the walls being of sandstone 53 
11. Masjid Nawab Maulvi Qutbu-d-din 
Situated in Muhalla Bulbulikhana it was built by Shah Husain in 1735-36. It is said to 
have been repaired by Nawab Maulvi Qutbuddin after whom it is now known. An 
inscription, on the back wall mentions the name of Nawab Maulvu Qutbu-d-din Khan 
Sahib.^ '* 
12. Sonehri Masjid I 
This mosque is situated on the Faiz Bazar Street, west side and was built by Roshan-ud-
Daula Zafar Khan in 1744-45 A.D. It measures 55' 0" north and south, by 19' 0" east and 
west. Its domes were originally covered with copper gilt plates, which were afterwards 
placed on those of the Sonehri Masjid near the Kotwali. The inscription on the central 
arch records the erection of the mosque by Roshan-ud-Daulah Zafar Khan, during the 
reign of Muhammad Shah for Shah Bhik. '^ 
13. Masjid Abdullah Khan 
This mosque is situated near the Kela Ghat gate of the city and was built by Nawab 
Abdullah Khan in 1154 A.H. (1741-42 A.D.)." 
" Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.45; Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit.. Chap. HI, pp. 60-61; List of Muhammadan and 
Hindu Monuments, op.cit., I, pp. 183-184. 
''* List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, p.69. 
" Sangin Beg, op.dt, pp. 32-33; Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit. Chap. Ill, pp. 32-33; List of Muhammadan 
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and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, pp. 32-33. 
Sangin Beg, op.cit, pp. 43-44. 
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14. Masjid Khunbaha 
This mosque is situated in Muhalla Masjid Khajur and was built during the reign of 
Muhammad Shah. It is a small mosque with three domes and three arched entrances. Its 
courtyard, at the south-east corner of which is an octagonal tank, is paved with red 
sandstone. It is entered through a small gateway towards the north, beyond which there is 
a long covered passage giving access to the courtyard of the mosque. 
15. Sonehri Masjid II 
This mosque is located near the Delhi gate of the fort and was built by Nawab Qudsia 
Begum^^  under the supervision of Nawab Bahadur '^ in 1751 A.D. The mosque measures 
50' 0" east and west, by 15' 0" north and south. It consists of a main prayer chamber with 
two minarets and three domes, a courtyard without walls, and a gateway towards the east. 
The domes were originally covered with copper gilt plates. °^ 
16. Masjid Khojan Sahib 
This mosque is located in the Muhalla Kucha Pandit. According to an inscription, the 
foundation of the mosque was laid in 1751-52 A.D.^ ^ 
" List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, p. 126. 
'^  Nawab Qudsia Begum, the mother of Ahmad Shah, was originally a dancing girl. She was introduced 
into Muhammad Shah's harem in the beginning of his reign, and received the title of Udham Bai, and for 
some time remained the favored one in the sight of the sight of the Emperor. But later, she lost all her 
former influence and eventually was not allowed to see her own son Ahmad Shah. When he ascended the 
throne she again rose to power with mansab of 50000. She owing to her intimacy with Nawab Bahadur 
Jawid Khan became supreme and practically took over the reigns of govemmeirt, flie Emperor being ruler 
only in name. 
' ' Jawid Khan was the chief eimuch of Muhammad Shah, and had the entire management of the harem and 
the entree of the women's apartments. After the accession of Ahmad Shah he became the Darogha of the 
diwan-I Khan with a mansab of 6000. He now openly governed the realm in concert with Qudsia Begum, 
and contrary to the custom of the harem, remained in the women's apartment all night. His audacity 
existed the hatred and jealously of the nobles and other officers who conspired and killed him. 
^ Sangin Beg, op.cit., p. 136; Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit. Chap. Ill, p.37; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu 
Monuments, op.cit, I, pp. 29-30. 
*' List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., I, p.87. 
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17. Masjid Saadullah Khan 
This mosque is located in the Muhalla Kachcha Bagh. It was built by SaiduUah in 1752-
53 AD. This mosque as it stands now appears to have been rebuilt at some stage. 
18. Masjid Shah Husain Waiz 
This mosque was located near the Muhalla Bhojla Pahari. It was built by Shah Husain 
Waiz in 1753-54 A.D.^ ^ 
19. Masjid Nawab Ahmad Said Khan 
This mosque is situated in the Muhalla Ballimaran. It was buih by Suhrab Jang Qasim 
Khan^ '* in 1779 A.D. The mosque stands on top of four shops, which are referred to in an 
inscription found on the northern arch. ^^  
20. Masjid Ghulam Chishti 
This mosque is located in Muhalla Kalan Masjid. There was an inscription observed by 
Zafar Hasan which gives us the following details: "The mosque of Maulvi MuhibuUah, 
resident of Delhi, and the piece of land belongmg to the mosque and measurmg 144 yards 
(memari) with the well of Ghulam Chishti, and 210 yards of land used as a graveyard 
belonging to Mirza Lalan Beg, son of Muhammad Beg have been dedicated in the way of 
God in the year 1195 AH. (1781 A.D.) for the aforesaid mosque from which the farm of 
Ghulam Chishti lies twenty-eight paces towards east". ^ ^ Unfortunately the inscription is 
no more extant. 
Sangin Beg, op.ciL, p.35; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, p.l60. 
*^  Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.24. 
^ He was the son of Khawaja Abdur Rahman of Bukhara. He was naib Wazir in the reign of Shah Alam II, 
who pleased with his services, granted the jagir of Shamsabad, Awadh, and the title of Suhrab Jang. 
List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, p. 112. 
** Ibid., I, pp. 72-73. 
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21. SabzMasjid 
This mosque is located in the Muhalla Kucha Pandit, near Katra Adina Beg. It was built 
by Adina Beg Khan*^  in 1781-82 A.D. According to Zafar Hasan there is only one Adina 
Beg Khan known in history, who died in the year 1172 AH. (1758-59 A.D.). If the same 
Adina Beg is meant here, the inscription on the central arch of the mosque must have 
been put up long after the actual erection of the mosque. 
The mosque is a double storeyed building, the first storey of which forms the 
floor of the mosque consists of four rooms used as shops. The upper storey contains the 
prayer chamber and a courtyard approached from the road by a flight often steps. 
22. Masjid Hakim Sharif Khan 
This mosque was located in the Muhalla BalUmaran and was built by Hakim Sharif Khan 
in the year 1781-82 AD. ^ ' 
23. Masjid Haji AmanuUah 
This mosque is situated in the Muhalla Kalyanpura, near the Khanqah of Shah Ghula Ali. 
It was built by Haji AmanuUah in 1784-85 A.D. It is a small mosque and we do not have 
any information about its builder.^ " 
'^ He was an Arian by caste, and son of a man named Chumra, an inhabitant of the village of Sharqpur, near 
Lahore. He was brought up in a Mughal family and was an accountant of considerable ability. He started 
his career as collector of Revenue of the village of kanak near Ludhiana, from which humble position he 
advanced till he was made Ctovemor of Sultanpur. He was clever, diplomatic, and always successfiil in 
securing the favours of the Governors of Lahore. On finding his position weakened by the hostility of the 
Abdali chiefs and the Sikhs, he invited the Marathas to his assistance, and with their help succeed in 
conquering the whole district of Sirhind and Lahore. He died soon afterwards on 11* of Muharram in the 
5* year of Alamgir II's reign. 
SanginBeg, op.cit., p.20; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, pp. 95-96. 
*^  Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.41. 
'" List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, I, p.58. 
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24. Oabronwali Masjid 
This mosque is situated in the Muhalla Qazi ka Hauz, in Kucha-i Shah Tara. It was built 
by Rabia Begum, wife of Painda Khan Dilerjang, in the year 1786-87 A.D. The mosque 
is 20' 6" north and south, by 13' 10" east and west and comprises the usual prayer 
chamber divided into three compartments roofed by domes. The courtyard has arched 
rooms on either side. An inscription is attached on the central arch of the prayer chamber, 
and inscribed on a piece of white marble. '^ 
25. Masjid-i Mominan 
This mosque is located in the Muhalla Kalan Masjid and was built in 1791-92 A.D. 
According to an inscription, which was observed by Zafar Hasan on the central arch, it 
was meant for the Hanafi Momins (weavers) and a plot '5 yards of land' as well as a 
shop with a platform was dedicated for its maintenance. The inscription is no more 
extant. Like most of the mosques of the period it comprises a maqsura of three arches 
fronting the prayer chamber.^ ^ 
26. Masjid Sawar Khan 
This mosque is situated in the Muhalla Kucha Pandit and was built by Ali Muhammad 
Khan Hanafi in 1794-95 AD.'^ 
27. Masjid Hakim Sayyid Oudratullah Khan 
Located in Muhalla Naughara, near Turkaman Gate, it was built by Hakim Sayyid 
QudratuUah Khan Sahib in 1794-95 A.D.''^  
'^ Ibid., I, p.80. 
'^  Ibi(i.,I,p.73. 
" Ibid., I, p. 181. 
'"* Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.26. 
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28. Masjid Ramzan Shah 
It is located near the Phatak Habsh Khan. It was buih by Amir-un-Nisa, the wife of the 
late Nawab Yaqub Ali Khan and mother-in-law of Nawab Mansur Khan,^ ^ in 1801-02 
A.D. The mosque is situated at some height above the road. Unlike most of the other 
mosques it comprises on flat roof and a maqsura of five arches.'^ 
29. Moti Masiid 
This mosque is situated in the Dargah Complex of Qutb Sahib, Mehrauli suburb. 
Although no inscription was found on the building, but according to Sayyid Ahmad Khan 
it was built by Shah Alam Bahadur Shah I in 1709 A.D. It is 27' 3" by 13' and consists of 
three bays with arched entrances and a compartment eight feet square on either side. It 
stands on a plinth about 2' above the courtyard, which along with the prayer chamber is 
paved with marble slabs. The mosque is buih of white marble, and is covered by three 
domes crowned with marble pinnacles. The western wall contains the usual recessed 
mihrabs. The battlemented parapets and tapering minarets are pleasing features, and a 
two-storied marble minor stands at each of the eastern comers of the courtyard.^ ^ 
30. Masiid Farrukhsiyar 
This mosque is situated in the Dargah Complex of Hazrat Raushan Chirag Delhi. It was 
built by Farrukhsiyar. Typical of the period, it consists of three bays each entered through 
" Nothing is known about Yaqub Khan, but a traditional account is given about Mansur, who is said to 
have been a courtier of Shah Alam II. His real name was Safdar Khan and he came from the earth as a 
youth with Shah Alam. He amassed great wealth, and strenuously supported Shah Alam when blinded by 
Ghulam Qadir. 
'* List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cil, I, p. 171. 
Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit., Chap. I, pp. 192-193; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, opcit.. 
Ill, p.32. 
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an arched opening. The central bay is crowned by a fluted bulbous dome topped by a 
stone finial, while the side bays are closed with a flat ceilings. 
31 • Masjid Dargah Bakhtivar Kaki fOutb Sahib) 
This mosque is situated in the Dargah Complex of Qutb Sahib. The back wall of the 
mosque is said to be has been originally built of mud by Shaikh Qutbuddin himself, and 
contains three mihrab recesses. The western chambers, was originally erected by Islam 
Shah Sur in 1551 A.D. The outside portion consisting of three bays and measuring 47' 3" 
north and south, by 18' 8" east and west was added by Farrukhsiyar in 1717-18 A.D.^' 
32. Masjid Dargah Rasulnuma 
This mosque is located in the Banskoli suburb, near Dargah of Sayyid Hasan Rasul 
Numa. It was built during the reign of Muhammad Shah, in 1743-44 A.D. We do not 
know about the builder of this mosque.^ " 
33. Shidion Fsidi (?^ 1 ki Masjid 
It is situated in the Shidipura suburb. It was built in the 24* Regnal Year of Muhammad 
Shah that is 1743-44 A.D. According to an inscription, on a marble slab once fixed over 
the central arch of the prayer chamber, "The owner of this mosque and well are Mirza 
Mehdi AU Khan Bahadur, son of Nawab Kazim Khan Bahadur, son of Muizzuddaulah 
Bahadur, and Bibi Diyanat Nisa Khanam, mother of Mirza Mehdi Ali Khan, and the 
whole settlements (of the mosque) are at their disposal."*' 
'* Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit. Chap. I, p.28; List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, ID, 
p.132. 
" Sangin Beg, op.cit, p. I l l ; Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit. Chap. I, p. 189; List of Muhammadan and Hindu 
Monuments, op.cit, III, p.38. 
Sangin Beg, op.cit, p. 119. 
List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, II, pp. 253-254. 
Like most of the other mosques it is built of stone and brick'iftd^S entered 
through two small doorways on the east. The prayer chamber which K^ a'^ sm^Jljiinapst' 
at each of the four comers of the roof consists of three compartments roofed witlf^Tfuted 
dome respectively. The central dome is the largest and had its soffit ornamented with 
incised plaster which, owing to constant white-washing, has now become obliterated. A 
dalan has lately been constructed before the prayer chamber which together with this 
modern addition measures some 28' by 24' I.M. The courtyard measures 30' by 18'. 
34. Masjid Qudsia Bagh 
This mosque is situated in the Qudsia Bagh and was buih by Qudsia Begum in the year 
1748. It stands on a 3' high chabutra, and is constructed of brick masonry finished with 
plaster. It consists of three compartments roofed with domes terminating in red stone 
finials. The eastern wall of the mosque is crowned with a parapet with two small minors 
flanking the central arched bay. The central compartment of the mosque contains the 
mihrab and a dilapidated mimber. The floor of the prayer chamber 68' by 33' 10" I.M. is 
paved with brick. The interior is decorated with floral designs cut in plaster and the walls 
are ornamented with niches. Adjoining the mosque to the north are the ruins of some 
chambers, while on the west side there seems to have been another vaulted chamber 
which was now fallen altogether. The courtyard on the east which measures 86' by 28' is 
paved with concrete and contains a plastered brick tank measuring 31' 8" by 27' 10". The 
mosque was repaired in 1833-34 A.D. by Bahadur Shah 11.*^  
Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.ciL, Chap. I, p.235; List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, pp. 
295-296. 
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35. Masjid Shah Mardan 
This mosque is located in the Aliganj suburb, Shah-i Mardan Complex. It was built by 
Nawab Qudsia Begum in the year 1750-51 A.D. It is a brick building coated with white 
plaster. As usual it contains three compartments each entered by an arched opening and 
covered by a dome. In the courtyard towards the east there is a tank with a stone fountain 
jet in the centre, but it is filled now with earth and refiise.^ ^ 
36. Masjid Hijrewali 
This mosque is located in the Gur ki Mandi suburb, on the eastern side of the Karnal 
Road and is said to have been constructed in 1786-87 A.D.*'* 
37. Masjid, Zabitaganj 
Located in the Zabitaganj this small non-descript mosque probably belongs to the late 
Mughal period and was perhaps built by Nawab Zabita Khan, son of Najibuddaulah, the 
Rohilla Chief and protege of Ahmad Shah Abdali. Zabita Khan rose to power during the 
reign of Shah Alam II and was the father of Ghulam Qadir.^ ^ 
" Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.89; Sayid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap. I, p.217; List of Muhammadan and Hindu 
Monuments, op.cit, II, p.203. 
*" Ibid., II, p.270. 
^^  Ibid., II, p.25. 
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Table - IV 
The MOSQUES 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
Name 
Zinat-ul-Masajid 
Masjid Nawab Ghaziuddin 
Khan 
Masjid Qazi ka Hauz 
Masjid Shah Sabir Bakhsh 
Sonehri Masjid 
Masjid Nawab Sahib 
Masjid Bu Said Muhtasib 
Masjid Panipatyan 
Masjid Tahawwur Khan 
Faktir-ul Masajid 
Masjid Nawab Maulvi 
Qutbuddin 
Sonehri Masjid I 
Masjid Abdullah Khan 
Masjid Khunbaha 
Sonehri Masjid II 
Masjid Khojan Sahib 
Masjid Saadullah Khan 
Masjid Shah Husian Waiz 
Masjid Nawab Ahmad Said 
Khan 
Masjid Ghulam Chishti 
Sabz Masjid 
Masjid Hakim Sharif Khan 
Masjid Haji Amanullah 
Qabronwali Masjid 
Masjid Mominan 
Masjid Sarwar Khan 
Masjid Hakim Sayyid 
Qudratullah Khan 
Masjid Ramzan Shah 
Moti Masjid 
Date 
1707 AD. 
1717-18 AD. 
1718-19 A.D. 
1720-21 AD. 
1721-22 AD. 
1722-23 AD. 
1723-24 A.D. 
1725-26 AD. 
1727-28 AD. 
1728-29 AD. 
1735-36 AD. 
1744-45 AD. 
1154 AH. 
1720-48 AD. 
1751 A.D. 
1751-52 AD. 
1752-53 A.D. 
1753-54 A.D. 
1779 AD. 
1781 A.D. 
1781-82 A.D. 
1781-82 AD. 
1784-85 AD. 
1786-87 A.D. 
1^91-92 A.D. 
1794-95 AD. 
1794-95 AD. 
1801-02 A.D. 
1709 AD. 
Builder 
Zinat-un-Nisa Begum 
Ghaziuddin Khan 
Mufti KarimuUah 
Shah Sabir Bakhsh 
Raushan-ud-daulah 
Zafar Khan 
Nawab Sharfuddaulah 
Abu Said, Muhtasib 
LutfuUah Khan Sadiq 
Tahawwur Khan 
Kaniz-i-Fatima 
Shah Husain 
Raushan-ud-daulah 
Zafar Khan 
Nawab Abdullah 
Khan 
Unknown 
Nawab Bahadur 
Muhammad Jan Birki 
Saidullah 
Shah Husain Waiz 
Sohrab Jang Qasim 
Khan 
Maulvi MuhibuUah 
Adina Beg Khan 
Hakim Sharif Khan 
Haji Amanullah 
Rabia Begum 
Unknown 
Ali Muhammad Khan 
Hanafi 
Hakim Sayyid 
Qudratullah Khan. 
Sahib 
Amir-un-Nisa 
Shah Alam Bahadur 
Shah I 
Location 
Map-VI, 1 
M-VI,2 
M-VI,3 
M-VI,4 
M-VI, 5 
M-VI, 6 
M-VI, 7 
M-VI, 9 
M-VI, 10 
M-VI, 11 
M-VI, 12 
M-VI, 13 
M-VI, 14 
M-VI, 15 
M-VI, 16 
M-VI, 17 
M-VI, 18 
M-VI, 19 
M-VI, 20 
M-VI, 21 
M-VI, 22 
M-VI, 23 
M-VI, 24 
M-VI, 25 
M-VI, 26 
M-VI, 27 
M-VI, 28 
M-VI, 29 
MehrauH 
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30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
Masjid Farrukhsiyar 
Masjid Dargah Bakhtiyar 
Kaki (Qutb Sahib) 
Masjid Dargah Rasulnuma 
Shidion ki Masjid 
Masjid Qudsia Bagh 
Masjid Shah Mardan 
Masjid Hijrewali 
Masjid Zabitaganj 
1713-19 A.D. 
1718-19 A.D. 
1743-44 A.D. 
1743-44 A.D. 
1748 A.D. 
1750-51 A.D. 
1786-87 AD. 
18* Century 
Farrukhsiyar 
Farrukhsiyar 
Unknown 
Mirza Mehdi Ali 
Khan Bahadur 
Qudsia Begum 
Qudsia Begum 
Unknown 
Nawab Zabita Khan 
Chirag 
Delhi 
Mehrauli 
BanskoU 
Shidipura 
Qudsia 
Bagh 
Aliganj 
Gurki 
Mandi 
Zabitaganj 
Table-IV Ta) 
The Temples 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
21. 
Name 
Visvesvaranath's Sivalaya 
Gauri Shankar's Sivalaya 
Sivalaya 
Gendo's Temple 
Kaseran's Temple 
Sivalaya 
Sivalaya 
Sivalaya 
Kashmiriyan's Temple 
Jain Temple 
Appa Gangadhara's 
Temple 
Sivalaya 
Sivalaya Ghanteshvara 
Mahadeva 
Bhairayji's Temple 
Sarvan's Sivalaya 
Charandasis's Temple 
Hanumanji's Temple 
Sadirama's Temple 
Temple of Babu Gulab Das 
Tophakhanevala's Sivalaya 
Date 
18"* Century 
18"^  Century 
18"* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
1761 A.D. 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
17* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Builder 
Visvesvara 
Khukhi 
Harjimal Khatri 
Lady Gendo 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Appa Gangadhar 
Mahanta 
Ramanujadasa 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Sarvan 
Charandasa 
Father of Rai 
Bahadur Nanakchand 
Unknown 
Raja Kedamath 
Unknown 
Location 
M-VI, 30 
M-VI,31 
M-VI, 32 
M-VI, 33 
M-VI, 34 
M-VI, 35 
M-VI, 36 
M-VI, 37 
M-VI, 38 
M-VI, 39 
M-VI, 40 
M-VI, 41 
M-VI, 42 
M-VI, 43 
M-VI, 44 
M-VI, 45 
M-VI, 46 
M-VI, 47 
M-VI, 48 
M-VI, 49 
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22. 
23. 
25. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
Tephakhanevala's Temple 
Sivalaya 
Jhajjarvala's Temple 
Jauhris's Temple 
Lala Bansidharalal's 
Sivalaya 
Chaudhari Himmat Sing's 
Sivalaya 
Savalji's Sivalaya 
Mandir Hatkevara 
Mahadeva 
Sivalaya 
Hanumanji's Temple 
Temple Agarwal 
(Chhota Mandir) 
Temple Khandelwal 
(Bara Mandir) 
Nasyan (Temple) 
18^ Century 
18^ century 
18"^  Century 
18* century 
18"^  Century 
18"^  Century 
18* Century 
1759-60 
A.D. 
18* Century 
17* Century 
18* century 
18* Century 
18* Century 
Unknown 
Javardevi 
A Brahman 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Moti Lai 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Public Expence/Hasa 
Mai 
Raja Man Singh 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
M-VI, 50 
M-VI, 51 
M-VI, 52 
M-VI, 53 
M-VI, 54 
M-VI, 55 
M-VI, 56 
M-VI, 57 
M-VI, 58 
Jaisinghpura 
Jaisinghpura 
Jaisinghpura 
Jaisinghpura 
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II (iv): Sarais 
The sarais were an important feature of the Indian society of medieval period and 
were generally large enclosures providing board, stable, fodder, entertainment and similar 
other facilities to the traveler. These were mostly located in the large towns and along 
important routes at reasonable distances. In towns and cities these were generally located 
near madarsas and mosques and probably housed students and scholars. They also 
sheltered the sick near the hospitals, and wholesale merchants in bazars. The construction 
of sarais as a public welfare measure by the state during our period was not a new 
phenomenon. Sarais were known to have existed in the vicinity of Delhi as early in 
Balban's reign.^ ^ At least from Firoz Tughluq's time the rulers of Delhi Sultanate are 
defmitely knovm to have established sarais for public use.*^ The most significant 
contribution in this direction was, however, made by Sher Shah. According to the author 
of Tarikh- i Shershahi^^ Sher Shah established sarais for the convenience of travellers on 
every road running from Punjab to Lahore. Similarly sarais were established on the roads 
running between Agra and Burhanpur, Agra and Jodhpur, and Lahore and Multan. 
Usually the sarais were built to provide accommodation to the travellers on their 
way-side stops during the night. In some of these there was also a provision for food in 
addition to other facilities,*' whereas in others food was cooked by the traveller himself'" 
** Barani, Tarikh-i-Firuzshahi, ed. Sh. Abdur Rashid, Aligarh, 1960, pp. 65-66. 
*' Shams-i Siraj Afif, Tarikh-i Firozshahi (tr. Elliot & Dowson), Allahabad, 1964, Vol. HI, p.354. cf. 
Abdullah, Tarikh-i Daudi (tr. Elliot & Dowson), Allahabad, 1964, Vol. IV, p.447. 
^ Abbas Khan Sarwani, Tarikh-i Shershahi (tr. Elliot & Dowson), Vol. IV, p.417. cf. Niccolae Manucci, 
Storia do Mogor (tr. WaUam Irvine), Vol. I, p. 115. 
J.B.Travemier, Travels in India 1640-67, tr. V. Ball, second edition, ed. William Crooke,, New Delhi, 
1977, Vol. I, p.54. 
^ W. Foster (ed.). Early Travels in India, p.311. 
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A major part of the evidence relating to the sarais is available in the accounts of 
European travellers. There are repeated references to the existence of a large number of 
sarais in different parts of the Mughal Empire in travel accounts as well. They make 
specific mention of a large number of large sarais in urban centres like Agra, Delhi, 
Lahore, Patna etc. These sources also provide information about the general pattern of 
larger sarais, though there number was comparatively small. The extensive scale on 
which sarais existed in Mughal India and different kind of facilities provided there struck 
European travelers as a desirable feature. Bemier's remark about the sarai of Jahanara 
Begum brings out the fact that even Paris did not have lodging facilities for travelers on 
the scale that were available in Delhi. After having visited the Sarai of Jahanara Begum 
at Delhi, Bernier recorded that; 
If in Paris we had a score of similar structures distributed in 
different parts of the city, strangers on their first arrival 
would be less embarrassed than at present to fmd a safe and 
reasonable lodging. They might remain in them a few days 
until they had seen their acquaintance, and looked out at 
leisure for more convenient apartment.'' 
During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the travellers putting up in these 
sarais were provided the services of cooks and maids. There services were not however 
free. Forster writing in 1782 says: 
The necessary sum is delivered into the hand generally of a 
girl, who procures the materials and dresses his (i.e. 
traveler) meal in a most expeditious manner.'^  
91 
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F. Bernier, op.cit, p.281. 
George Forster, Journey from Bengal to England, 1808, Vol. 1, pp.86-87. 
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Thomas twining writing in 1794 about his stay at a sarai situated at a distance of 16 miles 
from Agra on Delhi road records that his men having procured necessary material for 
cooking "began preparing their supper,..." 
The construction of sarai was primarily a welfare activity but would also 
sometimes serve administrative and economic purposes. During the eighteenth century, a 
large number of big and small sarais were built around Delhi. The sarais built in the 
previous regimes also continued to exist during the eighteenth century. 
The earliest evidence describing the establishment staff of the sarais is got from 
Waqiat-i-Mushtaqi. According to Abbas Khan 
in the middle of every sarai was a well and a masjid of 
burnt bricks; and he placed an imam and a muezzin in 
every masjid, together with a custodian (Shahna) and 
several watchmen; and all these were maintained from the 
land the sarai.^^ 
Mannuci, a traveler, who visited in the second half of seventeenth century, also refers to 
an official who would manage a sarai with the help of several subordinates. He writes, 
In every sarai there is an official whose duty is to close the 
gates at the going down of the sun. After he has shut the 
gates, he calls out that every one must look after his 
belongings, placket his horses by their fore and hind legs. 
At six o'clock in the morning, before opening the gates, the 
watchman gives three warnings to the travelers, crying in a 
loud voice that every one must look after his own things. 
After these warnings if any one suspects that any of his 
property is missing, the doors are not opened until the lost 
thing is found. By this means they make sure of having the 
thief, and his is strung us opposite the sarai. Thus the 
thieves, when they hear a complaint made, drop the goods 
somewhere, so as not to be discovered. '^ 
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Thomas Twining, Travels in India A Hundred years Ago, London, 1893, p.208. 
Abbas Khan Sarwani, Tarikh-i-Shershahi, tr. Elliot & Dowson, Vol. 4, Allahabad, 1964, p.418. 
Mannucci, Storia do Mogor, tr. WilUam Irvine, Calcutta, 1965, Vol. 1, p.67. 
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From references in the travellers' accounts of the seventeenth and eighteenth century it 
appears that the service staff in a sarai comprised of one particular caste group known as 
bhatiyaras. During the seventeenth century, the care of the travelers was usually taken by 
bhatiyarins and other household works in the sarais were also done by them, while the 
male members did other jobs or worked in the fields. Peter Mundy gives us an interesting 
account of the mode of working of the bhatiyarins in the sarais. He writes, 
Metrannes [Mihtaranis] or Betearees [Bhatiyarins] are 
certain weomen in all saraes, that looke to the little roomes 
there and dresse the servants meate, accomodateinge them 
with cottes etts. Needful to bee had, of these some have 2, 
some 3 or 4 roomes a peece, for which in the mominge wee 
pay 1 pice or 2 pice each. They live like-v^ dse in the said 
Roomes with their husbands and children. There husbands 
most commonly are cahares (Kahars), Fowlers or fishers. 
For the most part abroad.^ ^ 
Similarly George Forster, writing in the last quarter of eighteenth century, informs: 
The stationary tenants of the serance, many of them 
women, and some of them very pretty, approach the 
traveller on his entrance, and in alluring language describe 
to him the various excellenciee of their several lodgings. 
When the choice is made a bed is laid out for his repose- a 
smoaking pipe is brought, and the utensils cleaned, for 
preparing his repast.'^ 
Thus from seventeenth century onwards, and particularly in the eighteenth century, the 
service to the travellers in the sarais was the responsibility of the bhatiyarins. Apparently 
each family of bhatiyarins had in its possession few rooms in the sarai, which were 
maintained by them as they liked. 
The available evidence also tends to suggest that the larger sarais established by 
the state as well as private individuals were not run as paying concerns. In most of the 
Peter Mundy, The Travel of Peter Mundy in Europe and Asia, ed. Richard Temple, London, 1936, 
p.l21. 
'^ George Forster, op.cit, I, pp. 86-87, 92. 
87 
cases the bulk of the expenses for maintaining the sarais were met with the endowments 
created by the individuals. One such indirect mention of an endowment occurs in Heber's 
narrative of his journey through northern India in 1824. He vmtes that the sarais were 
Generally noble monuments of individual bounty, and 
some in the earlier period were, liberally endowed and 
furnished supplies of gram, milk and grass gratis to the 
traveler, as well as shelter.'^ 
From the above discussion we may conclude that each sarai had one over-all incharge, 
who administered the sarai and was responsible for maintaining order in it. He also 
manages the grants attached to the sarai. This official was assisted by a larger 
subordinate staff amongst whom the service staff as distinct from watchmen and gate-
keepers tended to be represented by a particular Muslim caste, namely bhatiyaras. The 
work of cooking and cleaning the rooms etc. was mainly performed by the female 
members of bhatiyaras families settled in the sarais. From all standards in the 
comparatively larger state owned sarais there existed good arrangements for the safety of 
the travelers against thefls and unlawful seizures. 
The Begum Sarai at Chandni Chowk was the biggest sarai which was functioning 
up till the eighteenth century. It was levelled to the ground after the mutiny.'^  
Constructed by Jahanara Begum and considered as the best sarai of Hindustan, It was in 
the form of a large doubled-storeyed square building, 186 yards measuring in length and 
wide and comprising rooms with vaulted ceilings. There were 90 rooms at both levels, 
fronted by an aiwan and a chabutra, which were 5 yards wide. The upper chambers were 
adorned with many paintings. Each comer of the sarai was flanked by a burj (bastion) 
^ R. Heber, Narrative of a Journey through the Upper Province of India, from Calcutta to Bombay, 1824-
1825, London, 1908, Vol. II, pp. 26-27. 
' ' Stephan Carr, The Archaeological and Monumental Remains of Delhi, New Delhi, 1979, p.256. 
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and there were two monumental gateways in the centre of the northern and southern 
walls. The northern wall opened into the Sahibabad garden while the southern wall 
adjoining the Chandni Chowk. A mosque and two wells were provided in the courtyards 
for the convenience of its guests.'°° Bemier gives a detailed account of this structure. 
According to him, 
The karuansara is in the form of a large square with 
arcades, like our place Royale, except that the arches are 
separated from each other by partitions, and have small 
chambers at their inner extremities. Above the arcades runs 
a gallery all roimd the building, into which open the same 
number of chambers as there are below. This place is the 
rendezvous of the rich Persian, Usbek, and other foreign 
merchants, who in general may be accommodated with 
empty chambers, in which they remain with perfect 
security, the gate being closed at night. It in Paris we had a 
score of similar structures, distributed in different parts in 
the city, strangers on their first arrival would be less 
embarrassed than at present to find a safe and reasonable 
lodging. They might remain in them a few days until they 
had seen their acquaintance, and looked out at leisure for 
more convenient apartments. Such places would become 
warehouses for all kinds of merchandise, and the general 
resort of foreign merchants.^ "* 
Manucci while describing this sarai mentions the beautiful paintings which adorned the 
upper chambers of the structure. He also attributes the famous couplet alluding to 
Paradise on earth to this building: 
The king went to view the work that had been done for his 
beloved Begom Saeb, and he praised her energy and 
liberality. Sadulacan, who never allowed an occasion to 
escape without the customary flattery, said: 'Aguer ferdus 
berrui Zimin as, aminas aminas' (Agar firdous ba rue 
•"^  Muhammad Salih, Amal-i-Salih, ed. Ghulam Yazdani, Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, 1939, 
Vol. Ill, p.47; Bemier, op.cit, pp. 280-281; Manucci, op.cit, I, pp. 212-213. 
"" Bemier, op.cit, pp. 280-281. 
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Zamin ast, hamin ast, hamin ast- that is to say, 'the 
terrestrial paradise is on earth, it is here, it is here'.'° 
There were a number of other sarais which were built during the eighteenth 
century. The Sarai of Mian Sabir Bakhsh was built in 1720-21 A.D. and was situated on 
the Faiz Bazar Street. This sarai also contained a mosque.'"^ Another was Sarai Bangash 
which was situated near Fathpuri Masjid and was buiU Rabia Begum, wife of the Nawab 
of Farrukhabad during the reign of Muhammad Shah. It was a large building with a 
central octagonal courtyard and a prominent gateway.'"'* 
There were also a number of small sarais in the suburbs. Some of them were built 
during the seventeenth century, but continued functioning even during the eighteenth 
century. In the early years of eighteenth century Ruhullah Sarai was built to the west of 
Kabuli gate of the city beyond Mughalpura.'°' 
One of the prominent sarais of the earUer period which remained functional in 
our period was the Arab ki Sarai was built by Hamida Banu Begum, wife of Emperor 
Humayun, in 1560-61 A.D. which was situated to the south-west of Humayun's tomb.'°^ 
Thomas Twining, a late eighteenth century traveller, who visited the city described that a 
whole village was named after this structure.'"^ 
"" Manuuci, op.ciL, I, pp. 212-213. 
'"^  Sangin Beg, Sair-ul-Manazil, op.cit., p.32; ListofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, Superintendent 
Government Printing, Calcutta, 1916, Vol. I, p-32. 
''^ Ibid., I, p-102. 
Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.52; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p-259. 
"^ Dargah Quli Khan, Muraqqa-i-Delhi, op.cit, p.58; Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.87; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, 
Asar-us-Sanadid, Delhi, 1847, Chap. I, pp. 72-73; List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit, 
II, p. 130. 
'"' Thomas Twining, op.cit, p.243. 
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III (i): The Economic Conditions 
Not much information is forthcoming as far as the economy of eighteenth century 
is concerned. Some aspects of the same have however been touched upon by Stephen 
Blake who emphases its agrarian nature and opines that in the Mughal city, up till at least 
1739 there was no place for the markets or 'independent economic agents' and that it was 
just 'an extension' of the king's household, he being a patrimonial-bureaucratic emperor 
presiding over a patrimonial-bureaucratic empire.' However Blake, contrary to his stated 
position does discuss the position and rise of the khatri merchants between 1648-1857 
and concludes them to be major patrons of religious activity in the period after the 
decline of the Mughal political power. 
In the light of paucity of information, I have tried to analyze the economic 
conditions of eighteenth century Delhi by trying to understand and elaborate on two 
aspects: the mint output and the general prices, as well as a discussion on the bazars, 
which existed during the period under discussion. It is these two aspects, which may 
provide us some inkling into the economy as it prevailed during the eighteenth century in 
Delhi. 
Delhi occupied a very strategic position, both from military and commercial point 
of view. By the end of Aurangzeb's reign, in 1707, the boundaries of the suba extended 
up to the river Sutlej in the north and included a vast territory. Through it passed most of 
the important trade routes. During its hey day, between 1656 to 1703, as the 
administrative centre of the Mughal empire, its mint output surpassed even that of Agra.^  
' Stephan Blake, Shahjahanabad: The Sovereign city in Mughal India, 1639-1739, New Delhi, 1993; See 
also his "The Urban Economy in Premodem Muslim India: Shahjahanabad, 1639-1739", Modem Asian 
Studies, Vol. 21, 1987, pp. 447-71. 
^ Azi2a Hasan, "Mmts of the Mughal Empire", PIHC, 1967, Patiala, pp. 335, 340-41. 
91 
According to Aziza Hasan, from 1656 onwards the mint output of Delhi constantly 
surpassed that of Agra. 
However it is generally held that Delhi lost its economic significance during the 
eighteenth century when trade and manufacturing suffered. 
Accepting the assumptions that the number of surviving coins broadly represent 
the total mint output, and the ebb and flow of silver-currency serve as rough indicators of 
the economic activity,'' I have collected the data from printed coin catalogues and the UP 
Coins Hoards to count the number of coins uttered by the Delhi mint during the 
eighteenth century and compared it with the coins uttered by the other mints of the 
'Empire' during the same period.' (See Table V) 
From these tables it appears that the Delhi mint remained most active in 
comparison to all other mints between 1707 to 1760. in fact in no year or reign, the 
output of the Delhi mint was less than any other mint. 
^ Ibid., pp. 333-35, 336-37. 
^ See Aziza Hasan, 'The silver currency output of the M u g ^ Empire and prices in India during the 16* 
and 17* centmy', Indian Economic and Social History Review (lESHR), vol. VI, No. 1, March 1969, 
pp.85-116; Shireen Moosvi, 'The Silver influx. Money Supply, Prices and Revenue-Extraction in 
Mughal India', Journal of the Economic and Sodal History of the Orient, vol. XXX , 1987, iq).47-94; 
Deyell, 'Numismatic Methology in the Estimation of Mughal Currency Ou^mt', EESHR, V-Xni, No. 3, 
1976, pp. 375-92. 
' C. J. Brown, Catalogue of coins in the State Museum Luck now, vol. II, Oxford, 1920, pp. 289-390; C. R. 
Singhal, Supplementary Catalogue of Mughal coins in the State Museum Luck now. Luck now, 1985, pp. 
120-162; Lane Pool, Coins of the Mughal Emperors of Hindustan in the British Museum, London, 1892, 
pp. 162-230; Nelson Wright, Catalogue of Coins in the Indian Museum Calcutta, vol. Ill, Oxford, 1908, 
pp. 191-267; R.B. Whitehead, Catalogue of Coins in the Punjab Museum Lahore, vol. II, Oxford, 1914, 
pp. 271-378; M.K.Hussain, Catalogue of Coins of the Mughal Emperor, Bombay, 1968, pp. 118-197; A. 
K. Srivastava, Coins Hoards ofU.P. 1882-1979, Lucknow, 1980; I am thankful to Prof Shireen Moosvi 
who allowed me to use her personal collection. 
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Table V fa;) 
Delhi Mints 
North Indian Mints 
All India Mints 
Total 
543.125 
1079 
3073.875 
The Table VI and VII works out the percentage of the surviving coins at Delhi out 
of the total output of the other mints in India. From these two tabulations it becomes 
apparent that in the first five years after the death of Aurangzeb (i.e. 1707-12), the annual 
average output was 6.33 that is 9.5 percent of the total all India output or 24.20 % of the 
total output of North Indian mints. In the next five years it suddenly increased to 17.90 % 
of the total output (35.45 % of North Indian mints). Between 1734-38 it gradually rose to 
a peak of 25.70 % (or 40.63 % of North Indian mints) before declining to 13.73 % of the 
total Indian mints before 1755-60. During the reign Muhammad Shah (1719-23), 
however, there was some contraction in the annual output and throughout his reign, the 
average annual output varied between 11.81 (in 1720-23) and 6.9 (1744-48). There was a 
substantial increase between 1749-54, before it settled down to 8.16 between 1755-1760. 
This picture of expansion of silver coin output during the first two decades of the 
eighteenth century and the subsequent contraction is clearly visible in the Table I as well. 
The same trend is visible if one tries to work out the percentage and ratios of the Delhi 
mint vis-a-vis the UP Coin Hoards (Table VIII) and the surviving coins as per the 
information of the catalogued collections (Table IX). 
From both these tables (Table VIII & IX) it appears that there was a continuous 
expansion in the contribution of Delhi mint in comparison to the rest of Mughal India. In 
1707 to 1712, the coin output in Delhi mint was about 9.5% of the coin output to the rest 
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of Mughal Empire. Between 1713 and 1719, it had increases to 17.9% registering another 
increase between 1719 and 1723 to 19%. During the reign of Muhammad Shah generally 
the coin output from the Delhi mint varied from 23 to 25% of the coin output with the 
rest of the Mughal Empire. 
All these tabulations given above indicate the close relationship of political 
conditions with the level of economic activity. When the titular Mughal emperor was not 
at Delhi, the mint output remained low; on his coming to Delhi the mint began to utter 
more coins and after 1739 expectedly, the silver coin began to decline again. 
Table VI 
1707-12 
1713-19 
1720-23 
1724-28 
1729-33 
1734-38 
1739-43 
1744-48 
1749-54 
1755-60 
Delhi Mints 
Total 
38 
106 
47.25 
50 
52.75 
56.12 
53 
34.5 
56.5 
49 
Annual 
average 
6.33 
15.14 
11.81 
10 
10.55 
11.2 
10.6 
6.9 
9.42 
8.16 
North Inc 
Total 
157 
299 
115.5 
122 
142 
138.12 
141 
127.5 
176.5 
203.5 
ian Mints 
Annual 
average 
26.16 
42.71 
28.87 
24.4 
28.4 
27.62 
28.2 
25.5 
29.42 
33.92 
Percentage 
Share of Delhi 
24.20 
35.45 
40.91 
40.98 
37.15 
40.63 
37.59 
27.06 
32.01 
24.08 
Table VII 
1707-12 
1713-19 
1720-23 
1724-28 
1729-33 
1734-38 
Delhi M 
Total 
38 
106 
47.25 
50 
52.75 
56.12 
[ints 
Annual 
average 
6.33 
15.14 
11.81 
10 
10.55 
11.2 
All Indian Mints 
Total 
400 
592.5 
249.75 
208.125 
224 
218.375 
Annual 
average 
66.67 
84.64 
62.44 
41.63 
44.8 
43.68 
Percentage 
Share of Delhi 
9.5 
17.90 
18.92 
24.02 
23.55 
25.70 
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1739-43 
1744-48 
1749-54 
1755-60 
53 
34.5 
56.5 
49 
10.6 
6.9 
9.42 
8.16 
224.25 
250 
343.625 
356.75 
44.85 
50 
57.27 
59.46 
23.63 
13.8 
16.44 
13.73 
Table-VIII 
Coins Hoards of Uttar Pradesh. 
Name of the 
Mint. 
Shahjahanabad 
(Delhi) 
Other Mints 
Total 
Percentage (%) 
Ratio 
1119-1124A.H. 
1707-1712 A.D. 
AzamShah. 
KamBakhsh. 
Bahadur Shah. 
Jahandar Shah. 
93 
437 
530 
17.55 
1 :4.7 
1125-1131 AH. 
1713-1719 A.D. 
FamiMisivar. 
Rafiu-d-dariat 
Rafiu-d-daulah. 
Md Ibrahim. 
167 
562 
729 
22.91 
1 : 3.36 
1132-1161 A.H. 
1720-1748 A.D. 
Muhammad Shah. 
2204 
3479 
5683 
38.78 
1 : 1.58 
1161-1174 A.H. 
1748-1760 AD. 
Ahmad Shah. 
Alamairll. 
Shahiahanin. 
184 
529'/2 (529.5) 
713 /2 (713.5) 
25.79 
1 : 2.88 
Table-IX 
Ratio of catalogued collections. 
Name of the 
Mint. 
Shahjahanabad 
(Delhi) 
Other Mints 
Total 
Percentage (%) 
Ratio 
1119-1124 AH. 
1707-1712 AD. 
AzamShah. 
BCamBakhsh. 
Bahadur Shah. 
Jahandar Shah. 
38 
362 
400 
9.5 
1 : 9.53 
1125-1131 AH. 
1713-1719 AD. 
Fairukhsivar. 
Rafiu-d-dariat 
Rafiu-d-daulah. 
Md. Ibrahim. 
106 
486.5 
592.5 
17.90 
1 : 4.59 
1132-1161 AH. 
1720-1748 AD. 
Muhaimnad Shah. 
294.625 
1097.375 
1374 
21.44 
1 : 3.72 
1161-1174 AH. 
1748-1760 AD. 
Ahmad Shah. 
Alamfiirll. 
Shahtahan 01. 
105.5 
595.875 
701.375 
15.04 
1 : 5.65 
The account of Dargah QuU Khan pertaining to the bazar scene in Delhi during 
the 1740's (See infra) support this trend seen in coin mintage. According to him the 
shops were full of a variety of commodities and consumables and the markets were abuzz 
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with shopkeepers selling cloth by loud shouts.^  The hussle and bustle of the markets was 
also added to by the presence of brokers and dallals who tried their best to attract buyers 
and negotiate sales. Glass-wares and other beautiful articles also vied for place along with 
rubies and pearls. The jeweler's shops of Chandni Chowk too attracted large crowds and 
naturally many transactions would have taken place of these costly items. 
The cacophony of the bustling bazars of eighteenth century Delhi was further 
added to by the 'pheriwalas' (the peddlers) who sold their 'expensive wares', the quality 
of which was 'not found even in the karldicmas (workshops) of nobles'.* 
An inkling into the prevailing prices and high-cost of living in Delhi can be got 
from the account of Dargah Quii Khan when he narrates the incident of a young noble 
whose mother gave him two lacs of rupees to make purchases in Chandni Chowk. The 
young man according to the story was able to purchase only some essentials.^ 
Some reflections on the economic conditions including high prices and the terror 
of the money-lenders are found in the verses composed by the poets of the mid-
eighteenth century. For example in some verses Sauda hints at the merchants and traders 
being akin to dacoits and thieves.'" Similarly Mir Ja'far Zatalli comments on the love of 
Mahajans for his interest (Siid) and the resultant unpaid loans and the ruin of the salaried 
class during the period.^' Mir Taqi Mir goes to the extent of claiming that "the vegetable 
sellers sneeze while baqqdls cry; don't enquire about the conditions of the soldiers, the 
kings and nobles are all penniless. The long-cloaked ones (ulema) have turned to beggars 
* Dargah Quli Khan, Muraqqa-i Delhi, ed. & trans. Dr. Nurul Hasan Ansari, Delhi, 1981, p. 3 8; Compare 
this with Bemiers's information of 'costly merchandise' kept in warehouse and embroidered cloths in 
bazars of Delhi. See Francois Bemier, Travels in India, tr. A. Constable, London, 1891, p.248. 
' Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit., p.38. 
* Ibid. 
' Ibid., pp. 38-39. 
'° Kulliat-i Sauda, ed. Dr. Muhammad Hasan, Delhi Idarah, 1969, p. 103. 
'' Kulliat-i MirJafar Zatalli, ed. Naim Ahmad, Aligarh, 1979, p. 144. 
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with veins visible..."'^ Another poets on the other hand laments 'what should I mention 
the penury of the merchants: the horses sell at the rate of donkeys..." 
Except for general remarks, most of the sources of the period fail to record any 
specific information on the current prices of the various commodities in the Delhi 
bazars.''* Some information, however, can be gleaned from two sets of documents 
preserved in the Rajasthan State Archives, Bikaner viz. the nirakh bazar of 1715 and 
Arhsatta of Jaisinghpura of Jahanabad related to 1711.'^ The nirakh bazar pertains to 
three days of the same month and year; the first of which is dated Thursday 10* July, the 
second to Sunday 13* July and the third to Thursday 17* July 1715. Stray prices of 
certain food grains for 1718 (like rice, gram, urad, ghee as well as fodder) are also given 
by Itimad Ali Khan in his diary. '^  
Although these documents provide valuable information, the data offers certain 
problems.'^ Firstly, in the original, the prices are given in terms of quantity per rupee. 
Therefore, all prices have to be converted into rupees per maund. Secondly, the man are 
converted into 40 seers weight or standard man-i-Shahjahani (the Shahjahani man), 
instead of 28 seers. 
Other problems pertaining to the evidence are that there are three sets of prices 
under each of the mentioned dates but there is no indication whether the three sets of 
prices relate to various markets of the city or the differences though in quality. Since the 
'^  Kulliat-i Mir, ed. Dr. Ibadat Barailwi, Karachi, 1958, p. 1375. 
" Kulliat-i Hasrat, ed. Dr. Nurul Hasan Hashmi, Lucknow, 1966, p.59. 
*'' See for example Khafi Khan, Muntakhab-ul Lubab, Vol. 11, ed. K. A. Ahmad & Haig, Bib. Ind. Calcutta, 
1860-74, pp. 87, 124. 
'^  The microfilms of these two sets of documents are available in the Research Library, CAS in History, 
AMU. 
Mohd. Itimad Ah Khan, Mirat-ul Haqaiq, M.S., Bodlein., Fraser, Microfilm in the Research Library, 
CAS in History, AMU, 124, ff. 135-36. 
'^  Fatima Imam Ahmad, 'Prices and taxation in Delhi during the early 18* century', I.H.C., Srinagar, 1986, 
pp. 199-201. 
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differences are very slight an average of the three sets will certainly not be misleading. 
Another problem is that certain commodities are difficult to identify. 
A closer scrutiny of the Nirkh-Bazar prices suggests that the variations are only 
slight barring a few exceptions, such as juwar. The first set of figures on the three dates 
gives the highest prices, the third quotes the lowest. The second set gives the prices in 
between the two limits. Only in the case of sugar on the 13* and l?*** July the trend is 
different. 
Table-X 
Prices 
Commodities 
Food Grains 
Wheat 
Gram 
Bajra 
Juwar 
Moth 
Mung 
Urad 
Luna 
Pulses 
Mung 
Urad 
Gram 
Rice 
Keenwa 
Pahari 
Flours 
lO'* July 1715 
I 
18.08 
~ 
25.00 
23.00 
15.08 
12.04 
15.12 
~ 
11.12 
14.00 
18.04 
12.00 
14.08 
n 
18.12 
25.04 
24.00 
15.12 
12.08 
16.04 
— 
12.00 
14.12 
19.00 
13.00 
15.00 
in 
19.00 
~ 
25.08 
33.00 
16.04 
13.00 
16.08 
~ 
12.04 
15.08 
19.08 
13.08 
15.08 
13"" July 1715 
I 
18.12 
24.00 
~ 
~ 
15.00 
12.00 
15.12 
21.00 
11.08 
14.12 
18.08 
12.00 
14.12 
II 
19.00 
25.04 
~ 
~ 
15.08 
12.00 
16.00 
21.08 
11.12 
14.08 
16.00 
12.12 
15.00 
in 
19.08 
26.08 
~ 
~ 
15.12 
20.23 
16.00 
31.08 
12.00 
15.00 
19.08 
13.08 
15.08 
17* July 1715 
I 
18.04 
25.08 
~ 
20.00 
15.00 
11.12 
15.04 
~ 
11.04 
14.08 
18.08 
11.12 
14.08 
n 
18.08 
25.14 
~ 
20.02 
15.08 
12.00 
15.08 
~ 
11.04 
14.12 
18.12 
12.12 
14.12 
in 
19.00 
26.08 
~ 
39.00 
15.08 
12.06 
18.00 
~ 
12.00 
15.04 
19.00 
13.00 
15.04 
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Wheat 
Bajra 
Besan (gram) 
Maida (fine 
wheat flour) 
Soices 
Chillies (s) 
Chillies (k) 
Haldi 
Arhdewa 
Dry Fruits 
Almonds 
Ajwain 
Suthi 
Misri (refined 
sugar) 
Betel-nut 
Processed 
Products 
Ghee 
Oil 
Sugar (khand) 
Sugar (musni) 
Jaggery 
Halwan 
Meat 
Meat (goat) 
Meat (kahi) 
15.12 
16.08 
15.12 
12.00 
1.10 
1.07 
3.02 
19.08 
1.07 
1.02 
3.12 
2.02 
— 
3.00 
5.00 
3.12 
6.04 
8.12 
~ 
8.04 
7.08 
15.14 
17.00 
16.00 
12.06 
— 
~ 
3.03 
19.12 
1.08 
~ 
3.14 
2.04 
— 
3.02 
~ 
~ 
6.12 
9.00 
~ 
~ 
9.00 
15.15 
17.08 
16.08 
13.00 
~ 
~ 
3.01 
20.04 
~ 
~ 
4.00 
~ 
3.04 
~ 
~ 
7.04 
9.12 
~ 
~ 
— 
15.08 
17.00 
18.00 
12.08 
~ 
~ 
~ 
18.12 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
3.00 
5.00 
3.12 
8.12 
8.08 
~ 
~ 
~ 
15.15 
17.08 
18.08 
12.08 
— 
~ 
~ 
19.00 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
3.02 
~ 
3.15 
8.14 
8.12 
~ 
~ 
~ 
16.08 
17.08 
17.00 
13.00 
~ 
~ 
— 
19.08 
~ 
" 
~ 
~ 
3.01 
— 
4.03 
7.06 
9.00 
~ 
~ 
~ 
15.10 
17.00 
16.04 
12.04 
~ 
~ 
~ 
18.12 
~ 
~ 
— 
4.08 
3.00 
5.00 
3.12 
6.08 
7.08 
1.08 
7.08 
— 
15.14 
17.04 
16.08 
12.12 
— 
~ 
--
,19.00 
— 
~ 
— 
4.10 
3.02 
~ 
3.14 
8.12 
8.00 
1.00 
8.00 
~ 
16.08 
17.08 
16.12 
12.00 
~ 
~ 
~ 
19.04 
~ 
— 
— 
4.12 
3.04 
~ 
4.00 
7.04 
8.08 
~ 
~ 
~ 
On the basis of the information gleaned fi-om nirakh bazar if we calculate the 
average prices of these commodities (see Table XI), then it appears that as compared to 
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wheat and the three millets, the pulses were comparatively expensive in the bazars of 
Delhi. 
Table XI 
Commodities 
Food Grains 
Wheat 
Gram 
Bajra 
Jvwar 
Moth 
Mung 
Urad 
Luna 
Pulses 
Mung 
Urad 
Gram 
Rices 
Keenwa 
Pahari 
Flours 
Wheat Flour 
Bajra 
Besan (gram) 
Maida (fine wheat flour) 
Soices 
Chillies (S) 
Chillies (K) 
Haldi 
Average prices 
2.16 
1.58 
1.60 
1.51 
2.64 
3.09 
2.53 
1.64 
3.48 
2.78 
2.19 
3.38 
2.73 
2.67 
2.36 
2.42 
3.23 
36.36 
37.38 
13.24 
Indices 
100.00 
3.15 
74.07 
69.91 
122.22 
143.06 
117.13 
75.93 
161.11 
128.70 
101.39 
156.48 
126.39 
123.06 
109.26 
112.04 
149.54 
1683.33 
11730.00 
612.96 
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Ajwain 
Almonds 
Betel-nut 
Suthi 
Processed Products 
Ghee 
Oil 
Sugar ikhand) 
Sugar (musni) 
Jaggery 
Hahvan 
Misri 
Meat 
Meat (goat) 
Meat (kahi) 
39.21 
37.38 
9.76 
11.69 
13.33 
8.00 
11.82 
5.65 
4.83 
36.70 
19.70 
4.97 
4.83 
1815.28 
11730.00 
451.85 
541.20 
617.13 
370.37 
547.22 
261.57 
223.61 
1669.07 
912.04 
230.09 
223.61 
Similarly the prices of spices, such as chillies, turmeric (haldi), ajwain, suthi were 
also much higher than wheat. Chillies were nearly seven times more expensive and 
ajwain over eighteen times. While even Almonds were available at price less than twelve 
times the price of wheat. Betelnuts were selling at a price four and a half times higher 
than that of wheat. 
The dairy products on the other hand, were not too expensive in relation to wheat; 
meat was only 130 % higher while ghee (refmed butter) was a little over six times the 
wheat prices. Mustard oil's price was half the price of ghee. The prices oigur Oaggery) 
and raw sugar were about two and a half times that of wheat but better quality sugar 
(misri) was available at a price over nine times of wheat. 
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The Arhsatta documents are peculiarity of Rajasthan rulers and are the actual 
account or calculation or a monthly treasure/account.*^ The data provided in these 
documents give us some idea about the town cesses levied in the city of Delhi. 
In these Arhsattas there is account of income and expenditure under the head 
chabuta kotwali where a large number of cesses were collected. The town cesses in these 
Arhsattas are mentioned under two heads, viz. (a) Arhsatta Chabutra, and (b) Arhsatta 
Bagayai. These Arhsattas are signed by the kotwal, mutassadi, etc. 
The chabutra kotwali the place where taxes were levied was perhaps the 
headquarter of the kotwal or chief official of the city and, he also acted as a 
superintendent of the markets. Thus the term chabutra kotwali also signifies a variety of 
town duties or imports collected by the office of the kotwal of the town. 
The Arhsatta Bagayat offers information about different orchards, gardens, etc. 
The taxes levied on the orchards and gardens, are also mentioned. 
As pointed out earlier, the mformation given in these Arhsattas is for 1711 only 
and the information probably pertains to one particular area of the city. 
According to these Arhsattas of Jaisinghpura of Jahanabad, the cesses collected 
from Delhi included Chungi (tax collected on entering a new boundary), Rahdari (transit 
duty on goods),'' Kiraya (rent),^ ° Tamaquo (tobacco), Tahbazari (tax on petty traders), '^ 
Sabzi (vegetables), Khand tel (oil-tax), Fharohi (income from increase of taxation),^ ^ 
Gathi Bajaj (tax on cloth sale),^ ^ Lakri (wood), Chadmi (tax on leather workers),^ " Gur 
'* Wilson, Glossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms, Delhi, 1968, p-95b; For details see M.P. Singh, Town: 
Markets, Mint and Port in the Mughal Empire, 1556-1707, Delhi, 1985, p.54. 
' ' Wilson, op.cit, p.432a. 
^ Ibid., p.290a. 
'^ Ibid.,p.500. 
'^ Ibid., p. 155b. 
'^ Bhatnagar, Life and Times ofSawai Jai Singh, Delhi, 1974, p.240. 
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Parau (camping or making of jaggery), Paraut (camping), Raha-seeta-sarak (most 
probably a tax on highway) and Pau-ja-va (?). 
It further appears that the collection of these cesses was on a monthly basis. 
Although these facts and figures pertain to only a quarter of the city (the Jaisinghpura) 
one may imagine a somewhat similar position for the entire city. 
Unfortunately not much else is known about the economy as it prevailed in Delhi 
during the period under discussion. 
Recent works have shown that Delhi under the Mughals had sustained its 
productivity by augmenting its artificial means of irrigation.^' Apart from wells, dams 
and reservoirs, a number of canals irrigated the cultivable fields in and around Delhi. 
Two of these appear to have remained somewhat functional during our period and must 
have augmented the economic resources of the place. The first of these appear to be the 
Eastern Yamuna Canal which took off from the foot-hills of Sirmur and ran as far as 
Ranap and Badshah Mahal.^ ^ It is supposed to have been originally laid out by Ali 
Mardan Khan during the reign of Shahjahan, but its final construction was probably 
carried out during the reign of Muhammad Shah.^ ^ According to Major A. L. H. Poher, 
the 'Ali Mardan Khan Canal' fertilized the lands through which it passed and the 
"produce of the land" through which it passed "amply made up the extra-ordinary 
expense" used for its excavation.^ ^ This canal was functional uptil 1753. Writing in 1776 
Major Poller remarks that this canal: "rendered that part of the subah of Delhi [through 
_ _ 
^' See for example Abha Singh, "Economic Conditions of the Suba of Delhi, 1595-1707', M.Phil 
dissertation submitted at AMU, 1983, Chapter HI. 
*^ Atkinson, Statistical Descriptive and Historical Account of the North Western Provinces of India, 
Allahabad, 1875, Vol. n, pt. 2, p.5. 
'^ Ibid., II, pt 1, p.6; n, pt. 2, p.4. 
Polier, A.L.H., "Extracts of Letters firom Major Poller at Delhi, to Colonel Ironside at Belgram, May 22, 
\11(>", Asiatic Annual Register ...for the year 1800, Miscellaneous Extracts, 1801, London, p.37. 
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which it flowed] highly flourishing, so much so, that many towns which at present do not 
bring in 2000 rupees of revenue, afforded at that time, without smallest difficuky, a lack 
of rupees or more yearly". 
Between 1753-54 and 1760 the canal remained in a non-functional condition. It 
was again revived on the orders of Ahmad Shah Durrani who repaired it at an "expense 
of a lac rupee' but it could not be maintained due to the political turmoils and dried up 
• 30 
again. 
A map preserved in the Andhra Pradesh State Archives, probably drawn 
sometime in the mid-eighteenth century/' depicts at several places along its route 
symbols connoting Persian wheels which were used to lift water from the canals for 
irrigation purposes. [See Plate I] 
At a time when Delhi was experiencing political turmoils and upheavals in the 
eighteenth century with the several Maratha wars, the invasions of Nadir Shah and 
Ahmad Shah Abdali, the resilience of the city probably was partly contributed to by these 
irrigated fields and lands. 
^ Ibid. 
30 Ibid. 
See Susan Gole, "Three Maps of Shahjahanabad", Journal of Modem Asian Studies, Vol. 4, London, 
1988, p.l3; Gole, Indian Maps and Plans; From Earliest Times to the Advent of European Surveys, New 
Delhi, 1989, p. 104-10. 
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[Chapter III. (ii)] 
Markets and Bazars 
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III (ii): Markets and Bazars 
A study of the sources points towards a large number of markets which dotted the 
city of Delhi during the eighteenth century. We hear of a number of whole-sale marts and 
emporiums (mandis), chauks (open quadrangles or squares where daily markets were 
held), ganj (grain-markets), katras (markets where commodities were also stored) and 
bazars (market-places) with whole streets lined with shops (dukdnhd) where various 
commodities were exchanged, sold or purchased. 
The most prominent central shopping plaza, where people from not only within 
the city but also from the neighbouring areas congregated in large numbers was the 
Chandni Chowk extending from fort to the Fatehpuri mosque. This street as has been 
elaborated in an earlier chapter was 20 yards wide and was adorned with well-stocked 
shopping establishment on both its sides. The beauty of this shopping area was 
enhanced by the canal which flowed through its middle. 
In the middle of this long street was the chowk or the square which gave it its 
name. According to Dargah Quli Khan, the Chandni Chowk attracted not only the 
shoppers, traders and merchants but also was a place 'where important people came for 
entertainment and pleasure, sight-seeing and for (enjoying) its beauty and elegance'.^ ^ 
If one compares the information given by Francois Bemier and Dargah Quli 
Khan, it appears that the dwindling fortunes of the Mughal Empire had not adversely 
affected the viability of this 'imperial' market. If Bemier mentions that 'an endless 
^^  According to Shahnawaz Khan, this street was 1520 yards long with '1560 shops, houses and buildings' 
on both its sides. See Ma 'asir-ul-Umara, II, p.272. 
" Dargah Quli Khan, Muraqqa-i Delhi, ed. & trans. Dr. Nurul Hasan Ansari, Delhi, 1981, pp. 37-39. 
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variety of things' were sold here.''* Dargah Quli found 'articles of every description' 
including such high end products are 'rubies, pearls and all the gems' apart from glass-
ware and china-ware being sold here. Further discussing the glamorous products on 
display in this bazar Dargah Quli wrote: 
The wine glasses were arranged in such a attractive manner 
that even an austere and pious man of hundred years old 
would feel tempted and could not resist them to drink wine. 
Several other articles of common use which was not 
available even in the karkhanas of nobles are sold here.^ ^ 
He further informs that there was everything in so much abundance in these markets and 
the quaUty of goods was also very high. Accordingly Dargah Quli suggests this through 
an interesting example: 
If a son of an amir wishes to visit this chowk for enjoying 
life, his mother would secretly give him a lac of ruppes out 
of monies left by his father, even though she would excuse 
that she did not have the enough money, hoping that the 
son would buy novelties from the market but the pleasure 
loving young man would blow up the money in things that 
attract his fancy. ^ * 
There were three sections of this bazar and each section was known by separate 
name with their specialized products. The first section of this bazar was from the Lahori 
gate of the fort to the KotwaU Chabutra was called Urdu Bazar.'^ It was 480 yards long. 
It seems that this bazar certainly served members of the imperial household, nobles, 
soldiers, servants, clerks, artisans and others, who Uved around the palace-fortress. 
^ Francois Bernier, Travels in India, tr. A. Constable, London, 1891, pp. 243-45. 
*^ Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit, p.39. 
*^ Ibid.,p.38. 
^^  SanginBeg, 5a/r-«/Manaz//, ed. Sharif HusainQasmi, Delhi, 1982, p.39; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, ^ sar-ws-
Sanadid. 1847, Delhi, Chap. Ill, pp. 51-52; Bashiruddin Ahmad, Waqiat Darul Hukumat-i-Delhi, Delhi, 
1919,Vol. II, pp. 210-211. 
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The second section was between the Kotwali Chabutra and the Chandni Chowk 
which was known as Jauhri (Jewellers') Bazar.^ ^ It was also 480 yards long. As suggested 
by the name, the bazar contained the shops of Jewellers and sarrafs. 
The third section of this grand market was towards the Fatehpuri Masjid. It was 
560 yards long and known as Fatehpuri Bazar.^' 
The second 'impressive' market street in Delhi was the street running between the 
Akbarabadi (or 'Delhi' Gate) of the fort and the Delhi Gate of the city. According to 
Shahnawaz Khan, a total of 888 shops line the two sides of this road. Though not as 
impressive as the Chandni Chowk, it was still quite a thriving bazar.'^ 
However, according to the testimony of Franklin, who visited Delhi in 1793-94, 
both these markets were but a pale image of their original self. In fact Franklin, while 
referring to these two major bazar streets writes in a past-tense: 
...there were formerly two very noble streets, the first 
leading fi-om the palace gate, through the city, to the Delhi 
gate, in a direction north and south. This street was broad 
and spacious, having handsome houses on each side of the 
way, and merchants' shops well furnished with a variety of 
the richest articles. Shahjahan caused an aqueduct of red 
stone to be made, fi-om thence, by a reservoir under 
ground...'*^ 
Thus, to him, these markets were "but indifferently furnished, and the population 
of late year miserably reduced". Yet he found amongst these bazars, 'Chandney Choke' 
^ Sangin Beg, op.cit., p.35; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit., Chap. HI, pp. 51-52; Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit, 
n, pp. 205-206. 
^' Sa^d Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap. ID, pp. 51-52; Bashimddin Ahmad, op.cit, II, pp. 205-206. 
"" Ma'asir-ul Umara, op.cit, II, p.272; Muhammad Salih Kamboh, Amal-i Salih, ed. Ghulam Yazdani, 
Calcutta, 1939, Vol. HI, p.45; See also Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, p.31. 
"' William Franklin, "An Account of the present State of Delhi", Asiatic Researches, vol. IV, London, pp. 
206-207. 
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'the best furnished', though its commerce was 'but trifling'. Amongst the products on 
sale there he mentions cotton cloths, indigo, hukka bottoms and precious stones."*^  
Another market which flourished during the eighteenth century was the Chowk 
SaaduUah Khan, also known as Khas Bazar.'*^  This was situated outside the Delhi gate of 
the fort, and connected the eastern gateway of Jami Masjid, and the palace-fortress. The 
Khas Bazar with SaaduUah Khan Chowk, from the eastern gate of Jama Masjid to the 
Delhi gate of the fort, was a 1000 long straight bazar. Dargah Quli Khan gives a vivid 
description of it, as follow: 
The uproar (of the chowk) is in front of the gate of the fort 
and there is a confluence in the surroundings of Peshgah of 
the Jilau-khana. Goodness! The varieties of goods that are 
available would easily make a man loose him here and the 
poor eyes would smart at the constant exercise of looking at 
the abundant display of novelties. There are beautiflil lads 
dancing at intervals and the story tellers playing on the 
imaginations of the people. Seated on the wooden chairs 
are fortune tellers reminiscent of the maulvis on the pulpits, 
who speak eloquently on the relative important of each day 
and month...'*^ 
According to him, dancing girls, physicians, story-tellers, and astrologers plied 
their trade. From there Bazar physicians and jarrahs (surgeons) too thronged the area 
with their medicines and lotions.'*^ 
Further attractions in these markets were the shops selling cloths, hot-food, 
weapons, birds, fruits, flowers, wild animals, and sugar cane. To quote Dargah Quli 
Khan: 
"^  William Franklin, op.cit, pp.207-8. 
"^  Sangin Beg, op.cit., p.l3; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap. Ill, p.43; Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit., II, 
pp. 123-124. 
"'' Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit., p. 34-35. 
"' Ibid., pp. 35-36. 
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Arm sellers display a variety of uncovered weapons in 
order to attract the customers who can gauge their 
sharpness. The cloth merchants display their wares on their 
arms making the entire atmosphere colourful and 
outbidding each other in attracting the customers. Besides 
this, the eatables are also available. Dry fruits, both 
indigenous and imported are being sold, just turn your back 
and taste them. The market of wild birds and beasts leaves 
a person gasping. Even the wise are confused by the variety 
of birds displayed here, and are unable to distinguish them 
unless they possess sound knowledge about them or have 
thoroughly studied Mantiqut-Tair, or have enjoyed the 
company of Suleman and Asif This variety of birds and 
animals is brought here after ruining many forests and 
fields. Lovers of wildlife, particularly winsome lads, go 
hunting in large numbers and the experienced hunters 
reside in the hunting lodges. Colourful and intricately made 
cages are displayed. Thus the goods of human needs and 
conspicuence are available in this meele of people. At the 
Peshgah of the fort there is a sizeable crowd everyday, 
through which the nobles and high personages also pass.*** 
Almost every kind of fruits was sold in the bazars and there was even an 
exclusive market dealing with them. According to Bemier this fruit market: 
...contains many shops which during the summer are well 
suppUed with dry fruits from Persia, Balkh, Bokara, and 
Samarkande; such as almonds. Pistachios, and walnuts, 
raisins, prunes, and apricots; and in winter with excellent 
fresh grapes, black and white, brought from the same 
countries, wrapped in cotton; Pears and apples of three or 
four sorts, and those admirable melons which last the whole 
winter." '^' 
These fruit markets appear to have continued to have flourished down to the 
eighteenth century when Mukhlis found a number of delicious varieties and species of 
apples and grapes being sold there.^ * 
46 
47 
4!l 
Ibid, pp. 36-37. 
Francois Bemier, Travels in the Mogul Empire, op.cit, p.249. 
Anand Ram Mukhlis, Mirat-ul-Istilah, Microfilm Department of History, AMU, pp. 369, 241. 
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Similar reference is got for mouth-watering and sweet water-melons and bananas, 
which according to Mukhlis were found in plenty in these markets.'*^ 
Thus from the contemporary sources it appears that these markets were very busy 
and were always crowded with buyers and sellers. These shopping centers were 
beautifully decorated and exquisitely furnished. Jewels and pearls of Badakhshan and 
Oman, cloths of endless varieties produced in the city as well as imported from various 
countries, weapons of every kind, and dry fruits of Balkh, Badakhshan and Persia were 
found here.^ ° If according to Bemier a few decades earlier the shop of good wine were 
not presented in the city market,'^  contemporary chroniclers like Sujan Rai and Dargah 
Quli Khan were fascinated by the wine shops of these markets.'^ Many articles of use 
were available in these shopping centres, which we are told were not even manufactured 
or found in the workshops of the aristocrats.'^ The shopkeepers attracted the customers 
by decorating their shops in such a fashion that no one could refrain from buying. In the 
cloth shops cloth of many colors and diverse designs were displayed in the expectation of 
attracting the customers.''' The dalals or brokers, too, were there to attract the 
customers.'' 
The shopping centres of the eighteenth century were generally markets where 
everything of need was available. There were shops of expensive goods, high quality 
cloth and imported luxuries. There were also the grocery shops or the shops of meat-
sellers. 
"' Ibid.,p.443. 
'" Sujan Rai Bhandari, Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh, ed Zafar Hasan, Delhi, 1918, p.45. 
" Bemier, op.ciL, p.252. 
'^  Sujan Rai, op.cit, p.5; Dargah Quh Khan, op.ciL, pp. 37-38. 
*^  Ibid.,p.39. 
'" Ibid., pp. 37-38. 
'^  Ibid.,p.38. 
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Besides, these main shopping centres, there were a number of smaller markets in 
the city during the eighteenth century. Around all the four direction of Jama Masjid, there 
were many markets and some of them were specialized one. Behind the Jama Masjid was 
located the Chowri Bazar, which extended till the Hauz of Qazi.^ ^ It was 720 yards long 
and very wide.^' It was actually the Chaura (wide) Bazar because of its wideness. Later, it 
was known as Chowri Bazar. It contained the shops which selling various commodities, 
such as food grains (dal farosh), Maskrat i.e afeun and kagzis etc. Khanum ka Bazar 
starts from the middle of the Khas Bazar towards south.^' On the southern side of Jama 
Masjid situated a bazar up to the Tiraha Bairam Khan and Delhi gate of the city.^ Later, 
it was known as Bazar Chitli Qabar. It was a general market where varieties of things 
were sold here. On the northern side of Jama Masjid, there was a general market for 
various craftsmen. ^ ^ 
Besides, all these general markets there were markets specializing in certain 
commodities such as Jauhari Bazar (money changer's market).^ ^ This market was 
reserved for the bankers, sarrafs, as well petty officials collecting market-dues and taxes. 
Kinari Bazar specialized in golden laces.^' It was near Chandni Chowk. Majeed Parcha 
Bazar was the wholesale market of cloths of the city.^ '* Khari Baoli was the central grain 
'* Sangin Beg, op.cit., p.l8; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap, in, p.67; Bashimddin Ahmad, op.cit, II, 
pp. 184-185. 
" Bashimddin Ahmad, op.cit., 11, p. 184. 
*^ Sangin Beg, op.cit., p. 18; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap. HI, p.67; Bashimddin Ahmad, op.cit, II, 
pp. 184-185. 
' ' Sangin Beg, op.cit, pp. 13,29; Bashimddin Ahmad, op.cit, m, p. 123. 
^ Sangm Beg, op.cit, pp. 24-25; Bashimddin Ahmad, op.cit, III, p.l52. 
*' Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.29. 
*^  Dargah QuU Khan, op.cit, p.38; Sangin Beg, op.cit., p.35. 
*^  Ibid., p.35; Bashimddin Ahmad, op.cit, U, p. 185. 
" Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.36; Bashimddin Ahmad, op.cit, n, p.212. 
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market as well as the store-house of food grains of the city.^ ^ The fish market was known 
as Machliwalan Bazar.^^ Wooden products were sold in the Pai-walan Bazar.^^ Some 
markets were known after the name of Muhalla, specialized products or even by the 
name of person. Similarly some shops run by certain persons were so important that they 
not only came to be known after their owners but deserved mention by the chroniclers. 
For example, Grocery shops of Muhammad Amin Khan Attar near Kucha Khari Baoli.^^ 
Kunjawal Sarraf had his shop and establishment near Madarsa of Raushan-ud-daulah.^^ 
Apart fi"om these markets, there were a large number of small markets where 
general commodities of daily use were available. Specialized articles were available in 
these markets. These markets were Dastakaroon ka Bazar,^° Naya Bans Bazar,^' Imli 
Bazar, Bazar Sita Ram, Nawab Mir Khan Chagta ka Bazar, Bazar Dariba Kalan, 
Bazar Ajmeri Darwaza,^^ Bazar Delhi Darwaza,''^ etc. 
The wholesale market of flowers was inside the Tripolia.^* Similarly, the 
wholesale market of coal, betel, soap, raw sugar was near the Ajmeri gate.^' 
The location of the different shops mentioned by our authorities suggests that 
usually these shops were on the connecting street of the mosques, major gates, and the 
big havelis. Most of the commodities available in the markets of Delhi were brought fi-om 
** Ibid., n, p.255. 
^ Ibid., II, p.254. 
*^  Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit. Chap. HI, p.48; Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.dt, II, p. 180. 
^ Sangm Beg, op.cit, p.42. 
*' Ibid., p.40. 
™ Ibid., p. 12. 
" Ibid., p. 22. 
'^  Ibid.,p.23. 
" Ibid., p.23; Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit, II, pp. 143-144. 
^^ Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.28. 
" Ibid., p.39; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, chap. Ill, p.48; Bashiraddin Ahmad, op.cit, n, p.211. 
'* Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.l9; Saiyid Ahmad Khan, op.cit, Chap. Ill, p.69. 
" SanginBeg, op.cit, p.27. 
'^  Sangin Beg, op.cit, p.35. 
" Ibid., pp. 61-62. 
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outside. The aristocratic markets of the Mughal capital naturally attracted luxuries from 
all over the possible places inside the empire as well as from Persia, Central Asia and 
Europe. 
As mentioned earlier, there were also a number of Katras in the city which 
consisted of an enclosed space created between residential and commercial buildings 
which were used to set up shops on short notice. They served as the market or a market 
place as well as a place where goods could also be stored. The entry to a katra was led 
through a gateway which was enclosed by wall. Although the term kcxtra literally meant a 
small square bazar, but quite often it referred to wholesale market or places where stocks 
were kept.^ ° There is a nishan of Nur Jahan Begum ordering officers not to interfere with 
the merchants stocking their merchandise in akatra^^ 
Mirza Sangin Beg mentions that there were twenty-six katras in the city.^ ^ Some 
of these were named after the merchants of a particular commodity or some by the name 
of products, such as Katra Bazzazan (cloth merchants)*^ which was situated in the 
Chandni Chowk. The Katra of Roghan Zard or Ghee ka (clarified butter) Katra vtzs 
located in a.Muhalla to the north of Khari BaoU.*'' Katra Nil (Indigo) was situated on the 
O f 
Chandni Chowk. Katra of Gari-banan (cartmen) was situated on the southern side of 
Qazi ka Hauz.^ ^ The Katra of Mewa (dry fruits) was located near Zeenat Bari.^ The 
°^ Nurul Hasan, "The Morphology of a Medieval Indian City: A case study of Shahjahanabad", The City in 
Indian History, ed. Indu Banga, New Delhi, 1991, p. 93. 
*' S. A. I. Tinnizi, ed. Edicts from the Mughal Harem, Delhi, 1979, p.29. 
^ SanginBeg,op,ciL, pp. 1-119. 
*' Ibid.,p.41. 
*" Ibid.,p.38. 
*' lbid.,p.35. 
*^ Ibid, p. 23, 39. 
^^  Ibid.,p.44. 
124 
Katra of Maidagaran situated on the Chandni Chowk Street. The Katra Reowri (sweet 
meats) was near Kotwali Chabutra.^ ^ Katra Gondi (gum)/° Katra Baryan,^ ^ Katra 
Zanzabil,'^  etc. 
Some of these were named after the builder or the owner, such as Katra Adina 
Beg,^ ^ Katra Munshi Kanwal Nain,^ "* Katra Shaikh Chand, '^ Jani Khan Ka Katra,'^  Katra 
Saadat Khan,^ ^ Katra Nandu,^ ^ Katra Ghulam Muhammad Khan,^' and Katra Fatehpuri 
Begum.'"^ 
Apart from the bazars and katras there was another type of market, known as 
Chatta. The term Chatta literally meant a covered lane or bazar. However, the term 
frequently referred to the locaUty where artisans practicing a particular craft Uved or 
worked. It also refers to a place, where people of same occupation work and sell their 
products. There were ten Chattas mentioned by Sangin Beg in the city of Delhi. The 
Chatta Shah Nizamuddin was situated in the Chowri Bazar, near Darusshifa.^°^ The 
Chatta Shahji on the other hand was on the southern side of Jama Masjid'°^ while Chatta 
Lai Miyan was near the Phul ki Mandi.^ °^  The Chatta Jan Nisar Khan was located in the 
*^  Ibid.,p.39. 
^' Ibid.,p.42. 
'" Ibid.,p.21. 
' ' Ibid.,p.21. 
^ Ibid.,p.62. 
'^ Ibid.,p.20. 
' ' Ibid.,p.23. 
'* Ibid.,p.21. 
^ Ibid.,p.23. 
" Ibid.,p.39. 
'^ Ibid.,p.41. 
' ' Ibid, p. 42. 
'°° Ibid.,p.42. 
"" Ibid., p. 18. 
'° ' Ibid.,p.30. 
'° ' Ibid.,p.28. 
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104 Muhalla Khwaspura, near Fatehpuri Masjid. Lala Tan Sukh Rai ka Chatta was situated 
near the Muhalla Masjid Khajur.^ "^  The Chatta Shahji was near Muhalla Raushanpura.'"^ 
The Chatta Mamaran (masons) was located near Chitli Qabr (Shah Husain Hafiz).'"'' The 
Chatta Momgaran (wax-makers) was near the Qudratullah mosque.'"^ Chatta Nigambodh 
was near the Lahori gate of the palace-fortress.'"' Behind the western wall of Jama 
Masjid, in the vicinity was located the Kanwal Nain Ka Katra, which was the property of 
Prostitutes.''° It is difficuh to find out what was the specialty of these Chatta whether 
they really contained craftsmen or not. 
In addition to all these, the shops selling miscellaneous commodities were located 
in nearly all the parts of the city, and like any modem Indian city, the town was dotted 
with friendly neighbourhood stores which had sprung up in almost all the Muhallas. 
'"" Ibid.,p.36. 
'°^ Ibid.,p.42. 
""^ Ibid.,p.23. 
"" Ibid.,p.24. 
"* Ibid.,p.26. 
'"^ Ibid.,p.43. 
"° Ibid.,p.l73. 
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IV (i): Society 
The history of the Eighteenth Century Delhi is characterised by foreign 
invasions, civil wars and clashes between different groups of nobles and zamindars 
and regional powers Uke the Jats, Marathas and Rohillas. The political decline of the 
Mughal Empire coupled with these internecine and external clashes combined to have 
far reaching effects on the society and culture of Delhi during the period under 
discussioa The effects of political instability and economic ruin caused by the 
collapse of the old order had a direct impact on the social and cultural groups and 
institutions of the society. These changes are evidently reflected in the literature of the 
period. The writers and poets have faithfially registered the reactions and taidencies of 
all those who had experienced the turmoil of that period. 
A reading of the contemporary accounts reveals tiliat during this period, the 
'upper classes' of the society formed only a minority group, the shurafa (sing, sharif), 
and included such influential elements as the rajas, chiefs, jagirdars, landlords and 
officials. 
Lamenting on Ihe conditions of this class after the devastations caused by the 
invasion of Nadir Shah, Sauda, an important poet of the period', woefully notes that 
the majority of the nobles who had once lived in grandeur were now reduced to 
extreme poverty. Many of them, according to him, had been forced to sell their 
articles of luxury in order to survive .^ The poet however remarks, rather in a satirical 
tone, that in spite of their desperate financial conditions, they still hung on to their old 
paraphemalia of dignity.^ Their women, he remarks, stand in the streets unveiled and 
with 'lovely babies' in their arms seUing rosaries (tasbih) made of beads of Karbala 
' See Shaikh Chand, Sauda, Aurangabad, 1916 (Urdu); BChurshidul Islam and Ralph Russell, Three 
Mughal Poets: Mir, Sauda, Mir Hasan, Delhi, 1991 
^ Sauda, Kulliyat-i Sauda, ed. Dr. Muhammad Hasan, New Delhi, 1969, p.265 
' Ibid 
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clay (Jchak-i shifa ').'* Elsewhere he defines the age as one in which 'the king no longer 
heeds his subjects'^ and in which the justice was perverted so much so that 'the 
wolves roam free while the shepherds are in chains'.^ 
If such were the critical conditions of this class of umara and shurafa, then 
how could one expect them to maintain their traditions of 'generosity' and 
'hospitality'? Thus one of Sauda's satires is devoted to the noble's miserly 
behaviour.' But then this social malaise ^peais to have been set in soon after the 
death of Aurangzeb. For soon after his death one hears Ja'far Zatalli, another famous 
5 poet who pre-dates Sauda making similar lamentations: 
Gaya ikhlds 'alam se, ajab ye dour aya hai 
Darey sab khalq zalim se, ajab ye dour aya hai 
Nayaron me rahiyari, na bhaiyon me wajadari 
Muhabbat uth gayi sari, ajab ye dour aya hai 
Na boley rasti koi, umr sab jhoot me khoi 
Utri sharm ki loT, ajab ye dour aya hai 
Hunarmanddn-i harjdi, phiren dar dar bar sadai 
Razal qaumon ki banayi, ajab ye daur aya hai.* 
In the contemporary accounts of the period, the rest of the masses comprising 
of the peasants, clerks, accountants, artisans, bankers, money-lenders, small 
merchants, barbers, weavers, gold-smiths, hahvais, vegetable-sellers and other menial 
class were known as ^radhiP. 
According to our sources, these radhils started gaining status and power 
teough their newly acquired wealth and were also promoted by the king himself 
Jahandar Shah allegedly promoted the low-bom people, such as fiddlers, drummers, 
buffoons and vegetable sellers related to his favourite concubine Lai Kunwar to high 
" Ibid., p. 269 
'Sunta nahi hai dard raiyyat ka badshah', Ibid. 
'Is zamane kajo dekha to hai ulta insaf 
Gurg azad hain aw hoshban pahre me' 
See Khurshidul Islam & Ralph Russell, Three Mughal Poets, op.cit., pp. 59-60 
Kulliyat-i Sauda, pp.265-66 
* Nairn Ahmad, Kulliyat-i Ja 'far Zatalli, Aligarh, 1977, pp. 145-46 
128 
mansabs^ They were also honoured with titles, and awarded with naubat and 
naqqara, which was earlier given only to higher officials.'" Ghulam Hussain 
Tabatabai thus mentions the lady vegetable seller, Zuhri, a friend of Lai Kunwar, who 
was awarded a high mansab andjagir by the Emperor." 
Khafi Khan mentions 'the near and distant relatives of Lai Kunwar' wiio were 
given mansabs of 4000 / 5000, along with elephants, kettle-drums, and jewellery.'^ 
Because of these grants they were raised in social status among their co-professionals 
which resulted in the loss of the prestige of old nobility and other men of learning. 
Even musicians related to Lai Kunwar were granted mansabs of 8000 / 9000.'^ 
The unexpected rise in power of these low-born {radhil) made tiiem arrogant 
so as to molest and outrage people in general. Thus we hear of drummers and fiddlers 
roaming in the bazars, streets and lanes and committing all sorts of excesses.''* 
Tabatabai narrates an incidoit highlighting the arrogance of these newly emerging 
social groiqjs: Khushal Khan, the brother of Lai Kunwar, fell in love with a lady of 
respectable family. He try to molest her, however, she was saved by the wazir, 
Zulfiqar Khan.'' Similarly Khafi Khan stresses this point when he mentions that once 
Zulfiqar Khan demanded one thousand guitars firom the Emperor and reason given 
was that when the musicians were to be sent to govern the provinces, tiie nobles 
would ultimately be compelled to discard their weapons, and learn the art of playing 
guitars. '* 
' Ghulam Hussain Tabatabi, Siyar-ul Muta 'akhirin, Nawal Kishore, Lucknow, 1866, Eng. trans. Haji 
Mustafa, Calcutta, 1926, Vol. H, p.385. 
'" Khafi Khan, Mtmtakhab-ul-Lubab, ed. Khairuddin Ahmad and Ghulam Qadir, Calcutta, 1860, Vol. 
n, p.689. 
" Ghulam Husain Tabatabai, op.cit, II, pp. 385-6. 
' ' Khafi Khan, op.cit, n, p-689. 
" Ibid. 
Nuruddin Faruqi, Jahandar Noma, Rotograph No. 151, Department of History, AMU, Aligarh, 
fols. 38b-39a. 
" Ghulam Husain Tabatabai, op.cit., II, p.386. 
" Khafi Khan, op.cit., n, pp. 689-90. 
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The attempts by the erstwhile 'radhils' to rise above their assigned status, led 
to deep resentment voiced by contemporary poets like Zatalli, Hatim, Mir and Sauda 
Mir Jafar Zatalli expressed the rise of low-bom (radhil) people in one of his couplets: 
Dhuniya julaha chakhai, kunjra qasai chaq hai 
Daiyus qarm sag hai, ye naukri ka haz hai. ^ 
He further writes, 
Hunarmand harjai, phirein dar dar ba ruswdi 
Radhal Qaumon ki ban ayi, ajab ye daur aya hai. '* 
The good economic conditions enjoyed by these classes is described by Hatim, 
according to whom tiiey became wealthy and built big houses. Hatim simultaneously 
laments the decline of the old. He writes that those who once hved in poverty now 
sway in wealth while the great nobles have been reduced to the status of ants! What 
luck that men of sudi low origins as ahirs, washermen, sweet makers (hahvai), 
weavers and butchers should gain so much power and prosperity?'^ To quote some of 
his verses: 
'Redhale aaj, nasha bech zar kamate hain 
Pahan libas zari, sab ko saj dekhate hain 
Missi pe pan ko kha, surkhru kahate hain 
Kabho sitar, kabhi dholki bajate hain 
Lohar zor dekhata hai apne tale' ka 
Yahan dimaghfalakper hai ab radhale ka 
Julahe dete hain tana, har ek ko har bar^ 
The growing prosperity of tiie bankers and trading classes is again a matter of 
grave concern and receives repeated attention of the contemporary writers and poets. 
Thus for example Hatim, writes: 
'^  Nairn Ahmad (ed.), Kulliyat-i-Jafar Zatalli, Aligarh, p.44. 
" Ibid., p.46. 
" Zuhuniddin Hatim, Diwan-Zada, 881/3, Abdus Salam Collection, Maulana A2ad Library, AMU, 
pp. 341-48. 
°^ Ibid.,p.344. 
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Rupae ashrafi uchhale hain rat din sarraf 
Muqaish wa badle mein gharq hain kinari baf 
Hamesha sone wa rupiye mein Mielta hai sunar 
(Gold and silver merdiants flaunt their wealth 
Golden thread weavers too live in plenty 
While the jewelers play around with cash and gold)^' 
The society to the contemporaries appeared to have turned on its head with the 
people who were till yesterday supposed to be denizens have now suddenly emerged 
as the important personages of means: 
Bawarchi kha ke dakarein hain ab du piyaza pulao 
Aur apne zo 'm mein khata hai kaghazi ka too 
Sabhon ke bich yahan surkh ru hai tambuli 
Kumhar rafdite hai banduq, top aur goli 
Tamam shahr mein kothon ke malikhain bazzaz 
Aur aj sab mein bade khud numa hain ayina sa^ 
Ajab ye ulti bahi hai gi nao Dilli mein 
Ke shah baz, chiri mar ki hai anti mein 
Jahan mein sahib khas khana ghds wale hain 
Jinhun ke mahal the unko, khandar ke Idle hain 
There were a number of consequences of these changes in the eighteenth 
century society and ctilture. One of the results of the impoverishment of the erstwhile 
ruling elites was a decline in their patronage to men of learning, scholars and 
professionals like the physicians, teachers and poets. This shift of patronage led not 
only to the development of a new language, rekhta (or Urdu) at the expense of Persian 
as the vehicle of elite literature, but also to the development of a new genre, the shahr 
ashob wiiich also developed extensively during the eighteenth century Delhi. ^ '* 
'^ Zuhuruddin Hatim, op.cit., p.343; Also see Ishrat Haque, Glimpses of Mughal Society and Culture, 
New Delhi, 1992, p. 125. 
^ Zuhuruddin Hatim, q).cit., pp. 345-347. 
'^ Ibid., p.346. 
^^  In India this genre can be traced back to the Persian works compiled after the death of Shahjahan. 
One of the earUest examples of Persian shahr ashob is the work of Ni'amat Khan-i 'Ali, which 
deals with the decline of Golcunda after its coai^est by Aurangzeb. See Nairn Ahmad, Shahr 
Ashob ka Tahqiqi Mut&li'a, (Urdu), 1979 
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Till now Persian was the language of the elite and the composition of poetry in 
it was considered as pasha-i sharif (an elite profession).^ ^ The people of the lower 
strata were not generally accepted as apart of literati. By the middle of the eighteenth 
century rekhta or Urdu had developed to the extent that famous poets of Persian 
language began to lean towards adopting it for their poetic compositions.^ ^ In fact a 
poet of that period in one of verses remarks: 
Hidayat sikhi rekhta jab se hum ne 
RawdJ uthh gaya Hind se Farsi ka. 27 
(Hidayat since the time I have mastered Rekhta 
The tradition of Persian has disappeared from India.) 
Another change which accompanied this transformation was that from now 
on, if we look at the Tazkiras compiled during this period, the 'Indian' out numbered 
the Iranian scholars in all branches of poetry.^ * And in course of time all sorts of 
people and members of every section of society, both Hindu and Muslim, began to 
adopt Urdu. Several biographical anthologies (tazkiras) like Nilmt ush Shu 'ara of Mir 
Taqi Mir were prepared a perusal of which shows the 'proletarianisation' of literature. 
Thus a scholar writing in the first decade of the nineteenth century remarked: 
This noble profession has lost its importance as the 
incompetent ijuhl, litt. lUiterate) persons have begun to 
con^ose verses and this sharp rise in nimibers of poets has 
devalued this art... ^ ' 
Poets hke Mir Taqi Mir, Hasrat and others, ^art from ZatalH and Sauda give a 
vivid description of the ruinous conditions of the city of Delhi and its social hfe, the 
incompetence of the rulers, the pleasure loving but incompetent nobles, the general 
corruption of the court, the poverty ridden condition of the so far established social 
" See Mir Qudratullah Qasim, Majmu 'a-i Naghz, ed. Mahmud Sherani, Lahore, 1943,1, p. 19 
'^ See Abul Lais Siddiqui, Mushafi aur Unka Ahd, Delhi, 1969, p.45 
" Ghulam Hamadani Mushrafi, Tazkira-iHind, ed. Mauhd Abdul Haqq, Delhi, 1933, p.274 
See for example, Muhammad Afeal Sarkhush, Kalimat ush Shu 'ara, ed. Sadiq Ali Dilawari, Lahore, 
1942. 
'^ Qudratullah Qasim, Majmu 'a-i Naghz, op.cit., I, p. 16 
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classes, the demoralization of the soldiers, as well as the condition of such sections as 
the lawyers, poets, calligraphers, story-tellers, fortune-tellers, physicians, merchants 
and others. 
Humiliation was the only fruit reserved for shurafa, and if one believes Sauda, 
they were forced to take up professions hke 'law, soldiery, sale and purchase of 
goods, book-binding and even the tilling of the land'.^° Hatim, another versifier of 
Delhi was more explicit when he pointed out: 
Amirmde hain hairan apne hal ke beech 
The aftab par at a gaye zawal ke beech .J' 
The poverty of the servants of the state during this period had reached sudi 
levels tiiat we are informed: 
The soldiers have mortgaged their swords, wirile leaving 
the shields at home for procuring fodder and gyain. The 
ammunitions on the other hand have suffered from rust. 
The poverty has reached such levels that the soldiers 
request the sarraf to advance them some money on the first 
of every month as although the wife has eaten, he himself 
was suffering from pangs of hunger... The soldiers have not 
received their salaries for the past thirty six months... ^ ^ 
These conditions, according to Sauda, were reflected in the firustration of the 
soldiers, who then resorted to high-handedness, leaving neither the mulla nor the 
khatib of the mosque. Others took up begging by sitting in front of the shops in the 
market on the road leading to the fort. ITiey were hke corpses (litt. arthif^ and their 
position was probably fiirther worsaied by the fact that the business was so bad that 
let alone the profits (munafa), it was difficult for a person to even get back his asl (the 
actual investment).'* 
^ Kulliyat-i-Sauda, oip.ciX.,pp. 101-105. 
" Zuhuruddin Hatim, op.cit., p.342. 
^ Kuliyat-i Sauda, op.cit., p. 101 
'^  Ibid., p. 102. 
^ Ibid., pp. 101-103. 
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Almost a similar inference can be drawn from the verses of Shaikh Zahiruddin 
Hatim when he says: 
Shahon ke beech adalat ki kuchh nishani nahin 
Amiron beech sipahi ki qadr dani nahin 
Buzurgon beech kahin bu-i mehrbani nahin 
Tawaze' khaney ki chaho kahin topani nahin?^ 
Hatim also hints at other social ills like corruption which plagued the Delhi 
society. To quote: 
Yahan ke qazi wa mufti huwe hain rishwatkhor 
Yahan ke dekh lo sab ahl-i kar hainge chor 
Yahan karam se nahi dekhte hain our ki or 
Yahan sabhon ne bhulai hai dil se mautaur gor^'^ 
More pertinent to conten^orary reality is Sauda's description of social Ufe in 
his satires written during a period of great distress in Delhi. In one of them he 
contrasts Delhi of former times with that of his own day. That was a time when the 
administration was firm, vigoroxis and in-corruptible, and tiie people of the city lived a 
Ufe of peace and security. But now, in contrast, eadi night in the ceqjital is hke 
waiting for the doomsday, no one dares to sleep, from the wicked to the holy Shaikh 
who can not concentrate on his prayers due to the fear of the thugs. In such environs, 
social gatherings have lost their glitter and the Ufe has bem reduced to such insecurity 
that when a man goes out ev«i to a poets' party (mushaira), he has to be fidly armed 
as if off to a battle! The city is full of thieves and robbers who however go 
unpunished as those responsible to nab them are in league. The satire of Sauda on the 
kotwal of Delhi is not confined to individual comqjtion but extaids is scope to 
encompass the entire social fabric of the city. Thus in the words put by the poet in the 
" Zuhuruddin Hatim, op.cit., p.342. 
^ Ibid. 
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mouth of the kotwal 'who am I to punish or abuse? Nobody can claim to be free from 
corruption'. ^ ^ 
Among the ashraf, the saiyids enjoyed eminence and respect in MusHm 
society who along with sheikhs were 'peculiar objects of respect and favour' and were 
entitled to gifts and charities.^* The period also witnessed the increasing power of 
such economic groups as traders, bankers, and petty businessman who made huge 
profits in the prevailing conditions. These groups enjoyed increasing authority and 
power in the urban hfe which earned them contempt and condemnation of the poets 
and the intellectuals who saw the rise of these 'low-bom' social groups with great 
dismay. The bankers, sarrafs and jewelers in fact amassed great wealth and power 
during this period as the declining fortunes of the imperial government had made the 
monarchs and the nobles heavily dependant on the bankers who paid them loans for 
paforming their military obligations. 
Mir's own elite status is more exphcitly available to us in a masnavi, 'Tanbih-
al-JuhhaV (Admonation to the Ignorant): 
In finer days, this respectable {sharij) art was cultivated by 
those whose nature was subtle. They were just and 
distinguishing, and kept this arena free of rubbish. The 
lower classes (ra^il) have no say in this art; it was taught 
only to the respectable (ashraf). The masters of those days 
never spoke to riff raff... that was the practice till our time 
too. TTie masters showed affection only to those whose 
minds were sound. The low people had no access to them. 
What do the low lies have to do with subtlety and wit? 
What does a cotton-dealer or a cloth-seller have to do with 
poetry?^' 
It is also clear from the contemporary sources that polygamy very mudi 
prevailed amongst the elite class of eighteenth century Delhi society. William Hodges 
-'^  Kulliyat-i Sauda, op.cit., pp. 108-109 
^ Ishrat Haque, op.cit., p. 130. 
C. M. Nairn, likr-1 Mir, The autobiography of the eighteenth century Mughal Poet: Mir Muhammad 
TaqiMir (1723-1810), New Delhi, 1999, p. 180. 
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writing in the last quarter of the eighteenth century mentions that Mu^al nobles kept 
a large number of women from different parts of the country in their harems. He says 
that, 'it was an object with the Omrahs, or great lords of the court, to hold captive in 
their zenanahs even himdreds of females, collected from various quarters of empire, 
and particularly from Cashmire, a country famous for the beauty of its women'.*" 
There were also a number of public women, dancing girls and courtesans, who 
performed on special occasions of feasts, festivals, marriage and in mahfils. These 
public women were trained in dancing and singing, excelled in conversation and 
etiquette {adab) practiced in the mahfils. Some on them maintained themselves with 
the grace and etiquettes of queais. Dargah Quli Khan, who visited the city of Delhi in 
1739 A.D., has thrown considerable light on the position and status enjoyed by these 
public womea He mentions some of these women who had risen to eminence through 
favours bestowed upon them by the kings and nobles. According to him, some of 
them were so arrogant that in the mehfils they would not give any importance to high 
personage, and 'neither addressed nor attended anyone'.'*^ 
The dancing women mentioned by Dargah Quli Khan were young, beautiful 
and extremely talented. These pubhc women were also choosy about their patrons and 
ready to accompany them only after taking substantial gifts. They maintained a very 
high standard of living and their manner rendered them unfriendly for most of the 
people. Nur bai, Kamal bai, Chak Mak Dahni and Chamani were the women directly 
associated with the royal court. *^  Apart from these women, there were many others 
Uke Khushali Ramjani, Behnai Feel Sawar, Saras Roop, Sultana, Kah Ganga, Zeenat, 
Gulab, Ramzani, Rahman bai, Panna bai, Uma bai, Panna and Tannu.'*' All these 
William Hodges, Travels in India During the Years 1780-1783, London, 1794, p.22. 
Dargah Quli Khan, Mwaqqa-i Delhi, ed. & trans. Dr. Nurul Hasan Ansari, Delhi, 1981, p. 105. 
"" Ibid., pp. 108, 110-111,115,122. 
"-' Ibid., pp. 105, 106,109,112, 116,117,118, 119,120,121, 123,124-25. 
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seem to have exercised a great influence on the social life of Delhi, and also 
contributed to the bankruptcy of the king as well as the nobles. 
Nur bai, a dancing woman of Delhi, had been got such status during 
eighteenth century that even the nobles make requests to visit her house. She lived in 
a big house similar to the houses of high rank nobles. When she moves out her 
procession was like an amir, with all the belongings. She also writes letters of 
recommendation for favours to the nobles, which welcomes by the nobles.'*^ 
Thus we see that the society that emerged during the eighteenth century in 
Delhi was society which was much differait than the one which preceded it. There 
was much social churning and emergence of new groups on the scene. While the old 
established order was on the decline, a new ehte class as on the verge of being bom. 
This process was further escalated with the dawn of the nineteenth century while 
Mirza Ghalib remarks the total reversal of the social order. 
Ibid., pp. 110-111; See also Mirza Muhammad Bakhsh Ashob, op.cit, I, fol. 56b. 
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IV (ii): Culture 
Considerable light on the cultural scene of Delhi in the eighteenth century is 
thrown by a number of contemporary and near contemporary accounts. The foremost 
among these are the accounts of Dargah Quli" Khan. Sangln Beg and Mirza 
Muhammad Hasan Qatil. Of these, the account of Dargah Quh~ Khan is the only 
contemporary account for the history of ei^teenth Century Delhi. His account, the 
Muraqq'a, which is a part of his personal diary and observations, provides a 
'fascinating ghmpse' of Delhi's cultural life and probably reflects the happenings of 
three years (1739-41) when the author was stationed at Delhi.'*' These three years, we 
know by hindsight, were very crucial in the history of Delhi. In 1739 the Mughal rule 
was still intact viith all its aura and pomp, but in 1740 the very fabric of the empire 
was shaken to the core due to the invasion of Nadir Shah and the general massacre he 
carried out. Yet from the account of Dargah Quli Khan, who described the city in 
1741, it appears that the inhabitants of the city were resilient enough to have 
weathered the political storm and social and cultural life seemingly continued its 
normal course. 
The tenor of Dargah Quh's description, indeed, reflects a vibrant and a multi-
rehgious heterodox culture which prevailed in Delhi at the time. There was 
considerable vitality in the pursuit of the arts, music and vemacular literature. 
The annual cultural calendar of the city appears to have been dotted with a 
number of fairs and festivals which were celebrated with much gaiety and fanfare. 
The birth and death aimiversaries of local saints and religious personalities were also 
Dargah Quli Khan, Muraqqa-j Delhi, ed. & trans. Dr. Nural Hasan Ansari, Delhi, 1981; English 
translation (Muraqqa-e Dehli The Mughal Capital in Muhammad Shah's Time), tr. & ed. Chander 
Shekhar & Shama Mitra Chenoy, Delhi, 1981. 
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the occasions of much celebration. However, these celebrations were more festive 
than religious in character. 
The Muslim lunar year started with festivities during the celebration held in 
Muharram of the 'urs [lit. marriage-feast; funereal commemoration] of Bahadur Shah 
I whose grave was located near the tomb of Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtyar Kaki". 
Arrangements commenced a month in advance and the whole place illuminated with 
decorative lamps and chandeliers of various kinds.''^  During this occasion, 'the lovers 
would roam the streets hand in hand' and people would drink intoxicants and revel in 
all kinds of debauchery (masti wa shahwat). Winsome doe-eyed lads (ahu pisaran) 
and novices would roam the streets, flouting inappropriate gestures and acts sufficient 
to shake the faith of behevers 'to the very root of their piety'. All around a world of 
impiety and immorality (asbdb-i Jdmbasaf) prevailed. The whores and prostitutes, 
both male and female were found everywhere, enticing cUents and the place swarmed 
with the noble and the laity. The singers, qawwals and beggars 'outnumbered even the 
flies and mosquitoes.''*' 
Commemorations of the martyrdom of Hazrat Imam Husain were held 
throughout the month with the mourning assemblies being held at many places. Even 
the bazars would witness the setting up of pulpits for the purpose from which reciters 
would narrate the tragedy which was faced by Husain at Karbala** Throughout the 
period of Muharram, Delhi would emerge as the m^or centre for marsiya-khwans 
(reciters of elegies to Imam Husain and the other martyrs of Karbala). This tradition 
spears to have come to India from Iran and by the eighteenth century appears to have 
been well entrenched in the cultural scene at Delhi. From the account of Dargah Quli 
Khan it appears that the art of reciting marsiya was not confined to only a set of 
'^  lbid.,p.3l. 
'" Ibid., pp.32. 
* Ibid.,p.35. 
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professional reciters: Mention is made of Mir Lutf Ali Khan, a mansabdar holding the 
rank of 5000 who according to Dargah Quli Khan was comparable to some of the best 
marsiya-khwdns of the Safavid Court. Mir Lutfullah was the principal organizer of the 
Mnharram ceremonies at the 'ashurkhana of Javed Khan, the chief Khwajasara of 
Muhammad Shah.*^ Amongst the famous marsiya-khwans at Delhi, mention is made 
of Mir Abdullah who used to recite in the various mourning ceremonies (majlis) 
organized by the nobles. He had such a great reputation that many people, including 
kalawants and qawwals (singers and reciters) gathered at his residence to imbibe the 
art of recitation of elegies from him.^ " 
Miskeen, Hazeen and Ghamin were three brothers who were quite popular as 
the composers and reciters of the marsiyas recited in the various Muharram gatherings 
at Delhi.'^ Shaikh Sultan, Mir Abu Turab, Mirza Ibrahim, Mir Durwesh Husain, Jani 
Hajjam and Muhammad Nadeem are other famous marsiya-khwdns who would recite 
before gatherings in the various other 'ashurkhanas in the city during the Muharram 
ceremonies.'^ 
On 3"* of Safar, was held the 'urs of Mirza Bedil, the poet philosopher. It was 
more a literary gathering than a religious one as it was marked by recitations of the 
verses penned by him. The gathering was mostly of his disciples and poets who 
recited their own poems before large gatherings.'^ 
In the same month an 'extraordinary gathering' of devotees took place on the 
last Wednesday faUing within it at tiie mausoleum of Shaikh Nizamuddm Auliya. 
People would 'dress their hair and adorn themselves' and throng the surroundings of 
the tomb of the saint. A fair would also be held at this occasion in which artisans 
'^ Ibid.,p.75. 
^ Ibid.,p77. 
" Ibid., pp. 75-76. 
'^  Ibid., pp. 77-80. 
" Ibid.,p.30. 
140 
(arbab-i muhtarifa) arranged their wares and all kinds of delicious eatables and other 
requisites (marghubdt wa matlubdt) were on sale for the visitors (tarmshaiydn). 
Everywhere ventriloquists and dancers could be found performing.^ '* 
A few days later, on 9"* Rabi I, the third lunar month, was held the 'urs of 
Shah Bayazid 'Allahu', a Chishti saint. His tomb was situated near the Ba^-i 
Raushanara. This was another occasion for colourful celebrations and festivities." 
Then, on 16'*' Rabi I started the 'urs of Khwaja Bakhtyar Kaki" where great 
crowds of people would assemble to hear the qawwdls sing.^ * A month later on 14* 
Rabi II would start the celebrations at the tomb of Khw^a Nizamuddin Auliya. Large 
crowds would throng the place and there was great shortage of space due to tents hang 
set up everywhere to house pilgrims from outside. Nigjit long sessions of qawwdlis 
and sama' attracted devotees from all around.'^ The walls and gates of the mausoleum 
(marqad) were illuminated with lights, and the high and low could be seen 
supplicating at the threshold of this tomb.^ * 
The seventh month was reserved for the 'urs of Shah Turkman Biyabani" 
Suhrawardi". The 'urs was celebrated on the ZS'"* R^ab and was attended by crowds 
of people." It was followed by the 'urs of Shah Hasan 'Rasulnuma' ^^ ilOse tomb is 
located presently on the Panchkuian Road. Hie actual celebration took place on 21** 
Shaban when a daylong colourfid assembly (mahfll) of mimics (naqgdls) of Delhi was 
held. The mimics would entertain the assemblage with their performances till dusk 
^ Ibid, pp. 25-26. 
" Ibid., p.30; See also Mirza Sangin Beg, Sainil Manazil, ed. Sharif Husain Qasmi, Delhi, 1982, p. 
118; Chatuiman Rai Kaisth, Tarikh-i Chahar Gulshan-i Muhammad Shahi, Ms. University 
Collection, Farsiya Uloom, No. 78, Maulana Azad Library, AMU, ff. 17-18 
^ Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit, p.25. 
Ibid., p.24; See also Gazetteer for the continuation of these ceremonies during the 19* century, A 
Gazetteer of Delhi, 1883-4, Compiled and Published under the Authority of the Punjab 
Government, New Delhi, 1988, (second edition), pp. 62. 
^ Dargah Quli JChan, op.cit., pp. 23-24. 
" Ibid.,p.28. 
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when the people would ultimately disperse.*" However according to a nineteenth 
century gazetteer of Delhi, the 'urs of Shah Hasan 'Rasulnuma' was celebrated on 
22"'' and 23*^ ^ Shaban in which the attendants of the shrines cooked foods and 
distribute it to the visitors.*' 
The 'urs of Nasfruddih Chiragh was another important date on the rehgio-
cultural calendar of eighteenth century Delhi. The last Sunday of the month of Diwair 
was reserved for the ziyarat (visit) of this saint. Both Hindus and MusUms in equal 
munbers visited his grave and performed the ritualistic bath (ghusD in the springs 
situated near this tomb. This ritualistic bath was considered a remedy against all sort 
of chronic illness and disease. Caravans of people would keep on arriving at the site 
from dawn to dusk and a massive tent-city used to come up overnight which would 
tiien resound with musical assemblies in which various instruments would be played: 
every nook and comer is said to have come alive with the sound ofmoorchhang and 
pakhawaj.^^ 
Dargah Quli" Khan also mentions the 'urs of a noble, Mir Musharraf, 
organized by his soa*^ Mir Musharraf s grave was located in the vicinity of the tomb 
of Nizamuddm Auliya and a 'small but bewitching canal' flowed by, beneath the 
enclosure. We are not informed of the date the 'urs was celebrated. However 
\\iienever it was celebrated, it attracted a lot of people who organised mahfils during 
its course. The irreligious and bohemian character of the place in spite of its location 
near the tomb of a well-known saint is brought to focus by our author when he 
informs us that the place attracted a large number of pleasure-seekers (to 'ayush 
* Ibid., p. 29-30. 
*' A Gazetteer of Delhi, op.cit., p.62. 
'^  Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit., p. 27-28. 
Mir Kallu, the son of Mir Musharraf was ultimately killed during the battle of Kamal against Nadir 
Shah in 1740. Dargah Quli talks of him in present tense. It thus appears that atleast this part of the 
diary was written before the sack of Delhi and not after. 
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peshgan) during the monsoons and rainy season that brought blooming flowers and 
pleasant breezes.^ '* 
During the celebration of the 'urs the garden paths and houses in the vicinity 
along with the 'domes on the banks of the canal' were beautifully illuminated and the 
throng of nobles with their tents and entertainers and the rich food and easy-flowing 
liquor and intoxicating drinks would add to the festivities. The entertainments and the 
dance and fi^olics would go on the whole night which would turn 'as joyous as the 
Shab-i bara 'at and break into a dawn as h^py as the morning of Id ul Fitr. '^ ^ 
Mimics, qawwals, and dancers (raqqasan) and singers performed all around. The 
Gitertainment during this fair was a great leveller where both 'beggars and saints were 
mesmerized', the wealthy rejoiced and people in general 'sought to fill all their 
desires' (har che arzu kunad) and enjoyed themselves.** 
The qawwali or mystical versified renderings with accompanying music 
appears to have emerged as a popular form of music in these 'Urs gatherings during 
the eighteenth century. From Dargah Quli Khan's account it appears that some of the 
reciters of this mystical music (qawwals) were also the versifiers of the qawwdlis. 
One such person was Taj Khan who also organized these mystical sessions at his 
residence.*^ A large number of sudi qawwals are mentioned who performed at 
various 'Urs and other occasions at Delhi.** 
v^art from these annual festivities at various 'urs of saints and nobles, there 
were also regular weekly events throughout the year. For example, on Tuesdays there 
would be gatherings of mahfll-i soma' (qawwali' sessions) at the hospice (khanqah) 
" Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit., pp. 32-33. 
" Ibid., pp. 33-34. 
^ Ibid.,p.34. 
*^  Ibid.,p.83. 
** See for example. Ibid., pp. 87, 96-97. 
143 
of Shah Ghulam Muhammad where 'the qawwals of the city and those desirous of 
taking part gather and seek much pleasure'.^^ 
On every Wednesday throughout the year 'the nobles and plebeians' (khawds 
wa awam) would dress themselves up and gather at the tomb of Nizamuddin Auliya to 
take part in ^awwa//" sessions held there.™ Then on Simdays people assembled at the 
mazar of Shaikh Nasiruddin Chiragh.^' 
Apart from tivese we also hear of such celebrations during Basant at the shrine 
of Qadam Sharif"" 
Musical gatherings (mahfils) were also held at the homes of individuals as 
well. Sometimes certain individual dates were set aside for such sessions. For 
example on the 5^ day of every month a majlis (assembly/gathering) was organized at 
the residence of Taj Khan Qawwal where the devotees took part in ihe mahfil-i 
sama '7^ Some of these gatherings were quite reUgious in character. Thus in the 
gathering regularly organized at the residence of Shaikh Rahmatullah, a disciple of 
Mirza Mazhar Jan-i Janan both the zikr (religious discourse) and a majlis-i sama' 
would take place. The Shaikh himself was the 'diief spokesman at the majlis.'^* 
AssembUes which were more mimdane than the one organized by Shaikh 
Rahmatullah were also quite common In these gatherings not only instrumental and 
vocal music, but very highly skilled performances could take place. Thus the mahfils 
held at the residence of A'zam Khan, son of Fidwi Khan, who had a command over 
ragas and was an expert of Hindustani music, were quite blissfiil. The mahfils 
organized by Mirza Munnu were notable for quite another feature: 
*' Ibid., pp. 48-49. 
^^ Ibid.,p.26. 
' ' Ibid., p. 27. 
" Ibid., pp. 53-56. 
" Ibid.,p.83. 
" Ibid., p.49. 
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His house is like the paradise of Shaddad, and is a house 
filled by fairy-like children. Any person of colourful 
appearance who does not belong to this assembly is not of 
tested status, nor any young person of beauty who is not 
admitted to this assembly, is of any account.'^ 
A description of the mahfils held at the house of Lafff Khan, a noble of 
Muhammad Shah, is included by Dargah Quli Khan which brings alive one sudi 
assembly for us: 
He is the son of a nobleman and all his energies are 
devoted to organizing mahfils of music. He himself is so 
well versed in raga that even Ni'mat Khan visits him at his 
house and applauds his style (tarz) of singing. His 
recitation (khwdndanash) is so popular and amusing that 
even those in high offices find it difficult to gain admission 
to his mahfils. He is par excellence in singing and colourftd 
speech. Similar to the cup (sdghar) which retains the colour 
of the wine (sahba), Latif Khan is always intoxicated 
(nasha-i masti) without savouring wine. During mahfils his 
amusing anecdotes and verses take the place of nuql He 
extends his warm hospitality to all, and even those coming 
here for the first time feel a part of his coterie of intimate 
friends and associate themselves with him forever. 
Everyone enjoys wine in his company. Beautifiil huqqas 
(hubble-bubbles), wine goblets and flagons along with 
eatables are put forth individually for everyone. The singers 
and musicians give an account of their talents alternately. 
Along with singing a lot of jokes (latifa) are recited and 
repartee (badiyah) takes place. These mahfils start fi^om the 
second half of the day and carry on till the first part of the 
night. After this he retires for the night and the gathering 
disperses. Earher Nur Bai and other tawaifs (dancers?) and 
singers (khandahd) and noted musicians (nawazandahd) 
were a special attraction in these mahfils, but, ever since he 
laid most of his capital (biza 'at ha) at the feet of the 
emperor [to pay the required ransom to Nadir Shah] the 
mahfils have become subdued. Still, some connoisseurs are 
always to be found there and merry making continues till 
the first part of the night... '^ 
The procession of 'chharis' or spear banners (neza-ha), related to the 'Urs 
festival, was also taken out fi-om various points of the city in commemoration of 
" Ibid.,p.5i. 
'* Ibid., pp. 51-53. 
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saints. Thousands of devotees and spectators joined together in the procession of 
'chharis' roaming on different streets of the city. 
On 17* Jamadus-Sani, the 'chharis' of Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti Ajmeri was 
brought out from the dargah of Khw^a Qutbuddin Bakhtyar Kaki" (at Mehrauli) to 
Hauz Shamshi which then further proceeded towards the other dargahs of Sufi saints. 
Large number of devotees and spectators went with this procession which ultimately 
culminated at Kuka Pahari where it was fixed for sometime before proceeding 
towards Mewat, outside Delhi. 
It was pres\nnably the same 'chharV which ultimately reached the dargah of 
Ajmer, on the evening of 25"^  Jamadi-us-sani, four or five days before the start of the 
'Urs of Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti. We are informed that 'qalandars and faqirs 
arrive from Delhi with the 'chharis' of Qutb Sahib, the successor of Khwaja Sahib'.^* 
About this 'chharis' processions taken out from the dargahs of Sufi saints a 
description is given by Garcin De Tassy. According to her. 
Homage is paid to the saints by devotees who go in a 
procession to their tombs on certain solemn days, generally 
on Thursday and sometimes on Friday too, and offer 
prayers and oblations at the tomb. In these processions they 
generally carry pikes called variously, chhari, stick, naiza, 
lance and Jhanda, banner, since they attach to them pieces 
of clotii which make them look Uke flags. On arriving at 
the tomb, they hoist into the ground these pikes which they 
take out when they retum These processions are called 
maidni, and in certain cases chhari, and are led by faqirs.^^ 
A special fair was held for the anniversary celebration of Hazrat Khizr, in the 
month of Bhadoun on the bank of the river Jamuna. Washer-men and other such 
persons celebrated this aimiversary vdth great enthusiasm. They made boats of grass 
^ Chatunnan Rai, op.cit., fols. 36ab. 
™ Syed Liyaqat Husain Moini, 'Rituals and Customary Practices at the Dargah of Ajmer', in Christian 
W. Troll (ed.) with an introduction by Marc Gaborieau, Muslim Shrines in India: Their Character, 
History and Significance, Oxford, 2004, p.70. 
' Garcin De Tassy, Muslim festivals in India and other essays, trans. & ed. by M. Waseem, New 
Delhi, 1995, pp. 40-41. 
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and straw and drowned them in the name of the Pir whose spirit was supposed to be 
ruling over water. The washer-men also prepared dalia or wiieat soup on that occasion 
and distributed it among the beggars.*" 
Khizr was considered the patron saint of the water and thus in the month of 
Bhadoun, all those whose wishes had been fiilfiUed joined together in launching into 
water a boat in honour of Khwaja Khizr and putting into it, according to their means, 
offerings, especially of milk and crushed grain. With a lot of ceremonial and 
reverence the devotees of Khizr carried the bera to the river bank on Friday evenings 
and at some places on the Thursday of the said month. Lamps and candles were lit 
and people, great and small, made the respectful ablutions, while swimmers pushed 
the boat to the middle of the river during these ceremonies.*^ 
Like fairs of Muslims, the Hindus fairs were also celebrated in Delhi during 
the eighteenth century. In between the Barah-pulah and Tughlaqabad, a famous Kalka 
Mandir is situated, wiiere the mela (fair) of Kalka was held twice a year in which at 
least one lakh persons gathered.*^ Outside the city, the fair of Gadhmukteshwar was 
very important in which thousands of people from Delhi took part and celebrated it 
for fifteen days on the bank of the river.*' 
Another fair was held at Jog Maya temple situated at Mehrauli. It started with 
the bathing on Nigambodh Ghat on Chaturdasi, of the montii of Chait-magh. The 
people gathered at Nigambodh Ghat and after bathing proceeded towards the imperial 
road {shah-rah) to Khizrabad, or makan or mandwi Mahadev. On fourteenth the 
crowds gathered at Jog Maya and roamed aroimd the dargah of Khwaja Qutbuddin 
Chaturman Rai, op.cit., fol. 36b. 
See Garcin De Tassy, op.cit., pp. 86-87. 
*^  Chaturman Rai, q).cit., fol. 34b. 
' ' Anand Ram Mukhlis, Safamama, ed. Syed Azhar Ali, Rampur, 1946, p.9; Chaturaian Rai, op.cit., 
fols. 37b, 38a. 
147 
and bagh Mahrwar Begam.*'* Another 'chharV procession, twice in a year, in the 
month of Kuwar-chait was taken out from tiie dargah to bagh-i Mahaldar Khan, 
where a large number of people gathered.*' 
Some of these fairs continued uptil the nineteenth century. A CJazetteer of 
Delhi of 1883-4 A.D., records that, 'the fair held at Mehrauli is a favourite resort for 
the Delhi people', and the great fair was held, 'in Sawan and is fixed yearly by 
popular consent for some week in that month, and called as pankha mela\ It was 
called pankha mela, because pankha's carried in procession on Wednesday to the 
Hindu temple. Jog Maya, and on Thursday to the shrine of Qutbuddin Bakhtyar Kaki, 
and government also allows ajagir of Rs. 2000 per year for the maintenance.^ ^ 
Another fair was held at Bahapur (Kalka Mandir), twice in a year that is in 
Chait on the 8* and 9* day of the moon, and on the corresponding days of Asoj.^ 
Munshi Tek Chand, the author of Bahar-i Ajam, describe about a special 
market of books (Juma-bazar) held in the capital city of Delhi during the eighteenth 
century. At the front gate of the masjid Akbarabadi, on Friday, the book market was 
held. Whole day the selling and purchasing of books going oa** 
Another form of entertainment was derived from the many festivals which 
dotted the annual calendar of both the Hindu and Muslim communities. These 
festivals were an essential feature in the hfe of the people. It is important to note that 
in spite of a large nxmiber of festivals of both Muslims and Hindus, Dargah Quli 
chooses only Basant, Id-i Miladun Nabi and Muharram for especial attention. 
^ Chatunnan Rai, op.cit., fol. 34b. 
" Ibid., fol. 35a. 
A Gazetteer of Delhi, 1883-4, Compiled and Published under the Authority of the Punjab 
87 
Government, New Delhi, 1988, (second edition), pp. 57-58. 
Chaturman Rai, op.cit., fols. 34b, 36a. 
Munshi Tek Chand, Bahar-i Ajam, Nawal Kishore, Lucknow, 1941, p. 292. 
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Festivals like Idul Fitr, Id-i Azha and Shab-i Bara'at are just mentioned in passing. 
The Hindu festivals like Holi, Diwali and Dussehra are also generally ignored by him. 
We have some account of Id, Id-i Azha, Shab-i Bara'at, Basant and Nauroz 
from a collection of poems, composed by Shah Alam in 1797 A.D., known as 
Nadirat-i Shahi. Some Hindu festivals were also given in details such as Holi, Diwali 
and Godhan Puja*^ 
From the account of Dargah Quli it appears that the most popular Muslim 
festival observed in eighteenth century Delhi was that celebrating the birth of the 
Prophet held on the 12*^  of Rabi I. The entire city was illuminated with candles, lamps 
and chandeUers and mahflls were organized. Two m^or events of the day were those 
organized at the 'Arab ki Sarai' near the tomb of Humayun where the Arabs live. The 
second was at the Diwankhana of Khan-i Zaman, the mir-i atish. 
The celebrations at Arab ki Sarai saw a multitude of people assembling to hear 
the recitation of na 'ats (hymns in the praise of the Prophet) composed by the Arab 
poets. The huffaz (reciters) would on the other hand render soleful raiderings of the 
Qur'an. This wotild go on the whole ni^t. The hospitality offered by the Arabs to the 
people would be in the form of tasty delicacies served for dinner apart from variety of 
dates and a constant flow of hot qahwa which was served so sweet as to 'cause 
nausea' to the uninitiated.^ 
In the mahfll organized at the diwankhana of Khan-i Zaman Khan the main 
attraction was a box supposedly containing some reHcs of the Prophet. It would be 
opened for pubhc gaze and the viewer was supposed to offer prayers after witnessing 
the contents. This box was kept for public viewing the whole day and was removed in 
^ Nadirat-i Shahi, ed. Imtitaz Ali Khan Arshi, Rampur, 1944, pp. 9, 75, 76, 78, 79, 81, 83, 86, 99-
101,105-109,120,132-134. 
^ Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit., pp. 58-59. 
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the evening after the evening prayers. The people viewing the contents of this revered 
box would keep of reciting salawat (benedictions) on the Prophet.'^ 
The only other Muslim festival mentioned by Dargah Quli Khan is the 
Muharram and its various rituals. Large crowds would gather on the tenth of 
Muharram, the day of the martyrdom of Imam Husain, the grandson of the Prophet 
and the 'alam (the standard of the martyred Imam) would be taken out in mourning 
processions.'^ On the Is"* of the holy month, which was celebrated as the third day of 
martyrdom, people would again gather in large numbers to commemorate the martyrs 
and the holy five (Khamis-al iba) of the prophet's household would be remembered 
with rituals of mourning and the crowd of the nobles and the commoners on the 
occasion would be such that roads would be blocked. At the chauki khanas (places 
where ta'zias are placed) the faithful would gather to hear the mournful reciters 
singing praises (manqibat) and elegies (marsiyas) of the martyrs of Karbala.'^ 
Throughout the month of Muharram, large crowds would gather in Chowk 
Sa'adullah Khan and maulvis would narrate the incidents from Rauzatus Shuhada''' 
firom wooden pulpits.'^ 
Basant was another festival celebrated by all the inhabitants of Delhi. The 
main celebrations of this were at a place known as Qadam Sharif, a shrine which 
housed the alleged foot-print of the Prophet. The occasion was marked by singing of 
qawwalis. Ecstatic people moved around and singers and 'novices' lined the roads 
" Ibid., pp. 60-61. 
^ Ibid., p. 75-79. 
" Ibid. 
94 A book of elegies narrating episodes from Karbala, compiled by Mulla Husain Kashifi during the 
reign of Mirza Husain Baiqara (1469-1506). The book became so popular that subsequently 
narrations of karbala from the pulpits (maj'alis) came to be popularly known as ruazai^wani 
(recitation of Rauzatus Shuhada). 
" Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit., pp. 35,76. 
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and streets of the area and from dusk to dawn the devout would busy themselves in 
paying obeisance to the holy footprint. 
On the second day of the Basant festivities, the devout would move to the 
dargah of Khwaja Bakhtiyar Kaki where much singing and ecstatic dancing would 
take place. While returning the crowds would then gather at the tomb of Nizamuddin 
Auliya and a grand majlis-i sama' (mystic assembly) of Sufis and faqirs would take 
place. On the fourth day the festivities would shift to the grave of Shah Hasan 
Rasulnuma and then on the fifth day the venue would be the mausoleum of Shah 
Turkman Biyabani where the mahfils would be organized. The crowds here would 
include not only the Sufis but 'beautifiil women who were a source of aivy of stars 
and paradise'. The sixth day would witness the carnival woiild be held in the covut of 
the king. On the last day of the Basant festival the celebrations would be arranged at 
Ahadipura near the grave of a certain Azizi. Here the revellers and dancers would get 
together in merry-making. The mahfll here was 'very gay with men and beautiful 
women and pleasure seekers' retiring 'in comers to find privacy and enjoy the desired 
7 96 
company . 
Chaturman Rai describe about the Dushehra festival celebrated in Delhi with 
great joy. On ninth of Magh, the procession of Ramchandra, marking the victory over 
Lanka, was taken out in the streets. The citizens of Delhi, including amirs and rich 
persons, dressed in costly robes, went to the bank of Jam\ina to watch the festivities of 
Dushehra held there.'' 
^ Ibid., pp. 54-56. 
Chaturman Rai, op.cit., fol. 36a. 
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Some details of the non-Muslim festivals being celebrated in Delhi during the 
period under review is got from other accounts Uke that of Mirza Muhammad Hasan 
Qafil, which was compiled later during the late eighteenth century.'* 
Mention is also made of the gaiety associated with the celebrations of other 
festivals like Dussehra, Janmashtami and Diwali.^ Diuing the celebrations of Diwali 
gambling was the order of the day and the nights were marked by fire-crackers and 
illuminations. Another festival which appears to have been observed was salona also 
known as rakhshabandhan, when not only sisters tied rakhi on the wrist of their 
brothers, but Brahmins tied the rakhi to the non-Brahmins and received ahns in 
return.'"" 
From another source we also come to know that Nauroz festivities which were 
banned under Aurangzeb were once again revived under Farrukh Siyar. The whole 
city would start gearing up months before for the festival which would mark the onset 
of spring in India Every building, from palaces and mansions to the dwellings of the 
common mai, bazars, and gardens would be adomed with buntings of 'costly stuflT 
like satin, velvets which were gold embroidered. Lofty pavilions would be 
constructed and even the common people would participate by 'white-washing the 
entrances and decorating their doors'. The celebrations would extend for eighteen 
days during which time the people would visit gardens, play games and attend 
parties.'"' The gaiety and festive atmosphere would probably have been fiirther 
enhanced by the fact that these Nauroz festivities would coincide with the festivities 
of HoU which was professedly 'the most famous festival of the Hindus'.'"'^ Great 
** Miiza Muhammad Hasan Qatil, Haft Tamasha, tr. Muhammad Umar, Delhi, 1968. 
" Ibid., pp. 77-78, 85-86 & 80. 
'"" Ibid.,p.78 
Mir Muhammad Ahsan Ijad, Farrukh Siyar Noma, Ms. (Rotograph, Deptt. Of History Library, 
AMU), ff. 122 a -24 b 
Miiza Muhammad Hasan Qatil, op.cit., p.89 
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festive mood prevailed as the Holi fire was lit and the whole city would witness 
people throwing 'handfuls of red powder mixed with ghstening talc (gulal) on the 
passers-by from the balconies of their houses. The revellers would include people 
wearing white tunics 'stained with different colours' and sporting 'great timbrels with 
branches of peacock's feathers, artificial flowers and tinsel stars stuck on the rims', 
vMch they bore above their heads and tossed up frequently in the air. All this 
combined to form a curious and picturesque spectacle. '"^  
Music seems to have been the most popular and pervasive form of 
entertainment practiced in all walks of life in the imperial court, the festivities as well 
as the public spheres. During the reign of Jahandar Shah (1712-13 A.D.), musicians 
were suddenly raised in their numbers when they were appointed to the high 
government posts. It was also patronized in the estabhshments of the nobility, in the 
khanqahs of the Sufi saints, in the houses of the musicians and dancers and on the 
streets and common places. Music, therefore, functioned not only as an esoteric art, or 
a source of entertairmient, but also a powerful instrxraient of cultural integration and 
social harmony. ^ ^* 
Music that developed during our period was essentially based on the rich 
Indian traditions and its interaction with the Persian, Arabic, and Central Asian 
influences. The contribution of the Mughals was primarily one of recognition, 
^preciation and patronage which helped in its popularity. *"' 
Most of the musicians (kalawant and qawwals) were well versed in this art 
and were trained by accomplished musicians of that time. The musical styles which 
were very much prevalent during the eighteenth century were Qawwali, Khayal, 
'"-' Ibid., pp. 89-92 
'"'' Najma Parveen Ahmad, Hindustani Music, Delhi, 1984, p.lO. 
"" Ibid.,p.4. 
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Kabbit, Tarana, Dhruvapad and Jangala. Marsiya Khani as we have mentioned was 
another form of style much popular during that time. 
Khayal was the most popular form of singing during the eighteenth century. '"* 
Raag Darpan, one of the monumental works on music which were written during the 
seventeenth century by Amir Faqirullah Saif Khan mentions that it was sung in the 
contemporary language of Delhi. Usually it consisted of two verses, but some of its 
compositions contained four verses also. 'The first two verses make a set, and the next 
two verses constitute a different set'. 
During the eighteenth century the Khayal style took a new turn and the mystic 
elements in it began to be substituted by artistic and aesthetic forms in musical 
conpositions. This new development was considerably instrumental in the popularity 
of Khayal. During our period a musician, Niyamat Khan m the court of Muhammad 
Shah played an important role in promoting this style. According to Inayat Khan 
Rasikh, Niyamat Khan was one of the greatest singers of Khayal, Dhruvapad and 
Tarana styles, and he composed several Khayals with a high degree of perfection ^ "^  
Nemat Khan Bin Nawaz, also known as Sadarang, was renowned for his 
compositions of new musical notes and notations. He iimovate a variety of beautiful 
Khayals and was considered the master of all contemporary musicians of Delhi. He 
would take part in the 'Urs of the saints and performed during the celebrations of the 
death anniversary of Shah Muhammad Muizuddin (Jahandar Shah). A musical 
gathering at his residence on the 11*^  day of every month would take place when a 
large section of the populace, mcluding the nobles of high rank and elites of Delhi 
The word khayal is described in the Arabic and Persian dictionaries as dream, vision, a day-dream, 
fancy, imagination, thought, meditation, idea, reflection, apparition, and impression. The term 
khayal is often used to convey the same meaning as the word Dhyan (MeditaticMi) in Hindi. But in 
the field of music this word refers to a specific form of music. In other words, khayal is the 
imaginative and thoughtful verses which are fiill of feelings and fancy. 
"" Inayat Khan Rasikh, Risala Zikr-e-Mughannian-e-Hindustan, ed. S. Haider, Patna, 1%1, p. 30. 
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gathered. The mahfll would last till the break of dawn, when it culminated with raag 
bibhas.'^* 
Another Khayal singer was Rahim Khan, under the service of Amir Khan, a 
noble in the court of Muhammad Shah. He sang Khayal with elan, ^plying different 
musical notations. ^ "^  Shah Daniyal, also known as Surkhi, was another expert in 
singing Khayal. His style of singing was mature and he had a large collection of 
songs. His renderings in classical style would enamour and mesmerize the Sufis. His 
repertoire of music comprised samples from all over tiie world."'' 
An anonymous female singer is also mentioned who sang beautifully a Khayal 
in sortha raag^^^ which would not stale even on repeated hearings. "^ 
Panna Bai was another female Khayal singer. She was respected for her art 
and she is said to have created a pleasurable atmosphere wherever she appeared."^ 
Kamal Bai was another reciter, like her name she has mastered throu^ 
constant practice the art of singing and dancing to perfection. Her recitation was in the 
style of female kalawants. Her sorrowful voice was so melodious that it enraptured 
the heart of the people. Her constant practice had made her so thorough that she could 
sing like a nightangle all n i^ t and still retain the fi-eshness of voice."" 
Uma Bai was another Khayal singer of our period."^ Panna sang Khayal with 
eloquent delicacy and her renderings of raag enrapture the people. Those who desire 
to hear her sing different musical notes are never contended. Before the invasion of 
Nadir Shah, she was the primary dancer of the Imperial court. Now she organizes the 
"^ Dargah Quli Khan, op. cit, p. 81. 
"^ Ibid.,p.88. 
"° Ibid.,p.93. 
" ' It is sung in the second part of the night. 
"^ Dargah Quli Khan, op. cit, p.96. 
' " Dargah Quli Khan, op. cit, pp.109-110. 
"" Ibid.,p.llO. 
' " Ibid., p . m . 
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musical gatherings for her admirers and delights her fans. Her peculiar style of using 
the colloquial dialect, full of proverbs, idioms and swear words in her recitations 
bewitch the audience.' '* 
Like the qawwals and Khayal singers, a large number of Kalawants are also 
mentioned as part of Delhi's cultural scene. They were the singers of Dhruvapad.''' It 
is said that the Dhruvapad style originated with R^a Man Singh of Gwahor (1486-
1518 A.D.)"*, and it retained its pristine beauty, classic form, and artistic structure in 
Delhi during our period. Rahim Sen and Tansen,''' were the master in the singing of 
Dhruvapad. There style of Alap was like the slow advance of spring.'^" They were 
also unique in the art of recitation of Kabbit. 
Shujat Khan, Ibrahim Khan, and Bole Khan are the other famous Kalawants 
mentioned. Amongst them Asa Pura was the only female Kalawant mentioned. Her 
renderings of Kabbit were in the style of the old school of the Kalawants. Even the 
high and the low pitches of her voice were akin to the connoisseurs in this art. '^ ^ 
Naqqals, who entertain the audience, were also prevalent in Delhi during the 
eighteenth century. They earned their Uvelihood almost independently and also 
employed in the Imperial court. The naqqals were from both the sexes. 
A very attractive personality to entertain the people of Delhi was Mian Hinga. 
He entertained everyone, and could excite the jealousy of the most coveted courtesan 
when it came to reUeving money from the pockets of people. He held an assembly 
outside the walls of the Imperial Fort and fixed his programmes in accordance with 
Ibid.,p.ll2. 116 
" ' The word Dhruvapad (or dhrupad) is a combination of two words, i.e. Dhruva and Pada. Dhruva 
means anything which is fixed, determinate, definite, permanent or immovable, and Pada means 
the verbal text. Therefore, Dhruvapad is a song in which the padas or words are well set in a 
definite structure. 
"* Najma Parveen Ahmad, op. cit., p.94. 
Both were the descendents of Tansen, the renowned musician and one of the nine Jewels of 
Akbar's court. 
'^ '' Dargah Quli BQian, op. cit, pp. 85-86. 
'^' Ibid., pp. 88-89. 
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the tastes of the audience present there. Many renowned people would walk to the 
Chowk and instead of buying things would watch him. In his show, groups of wealthy 
people, troops and others, standing or sitting were present. His plays continued till 
sunset. His coquetry compelled the audeince to spend money from their pockets on 
him and return empty handed.''^ ^ 
BQiwasi and Anutha were some of the other well known naqqals of Delhi. 
They were employed at the Imperial court. The showmanship with which they 
presented their programmes of mime was incomparable.'^ 
Sabza and Meza were the two novices in the group of Khwasi and Anutha who 
were known for their mannerism and gestures.'^^ 
Bari Naqqal and her group comprised of beautiful people well versed in the art 
of mimicry. Two or three novices of her group were also much known for their art.* '^ 
The period also saw a large number of dancers in Delhi. They were famous 
for the etiquette (adab) practiced in mahflls. They were well mannered and cultured, 
eloquent and full of ready wit, well versed in the subtleties of language, discreet and 
able to provide pleasant company. Some were proud of their accomplishments and 
demanded a lot of praise, admiration and money before one could eam their favours. 
Dargah Quli Khan writes in detail about the dancing womea 
Khushali Ramzani was in the service of Itmad-ud-Daulah'^ * and a lot of 
dignity and grandeur was associated with her bearing. She was famous for her singing 
and her gestures were graceful and attractive.'^' 
' " Ibid., pp. 99-100. 
' " Ibid.,p.94. 
' " Ibid.,p.94. 
' " Ibid.,p.95. 
He belongs to Naqshbandi silsila and comes from Sirhind. His renounce for good deeds and 
perfections needs no explanation and his attainment of the praiseworthy wilayat cannot be put in 
words. He spends most of his time furthering his spiritual attaiimients and can be found in a 
constant state of ecstasy. 
' " Dargah Quli Khan, op. cit, p. 105. 
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Behnai was another well known dancer. She was also known as Behnai Fil-
Sawdr. She was the head over a group of dancing girls and was accompanied 
generally by mace bearers. Her relation with the nobles was one on equal footing. She 
was known to have been on very famihar terms with such high grandees of the period 
as Itmad-ud-Daulah who visited her often at her residence. 
Saras Roop* '^ was highly admired for her dancing and singing. She eUcits 
praise from both the elites and Sufis. '^ ^ 
Kali Ganga was another dancer of renown who was well respected. Her dark 
con:q)lexioned presence was like a beauty spot on the faces of fair charmers or black 
eyes of a doe. Her demeanour was dignified and she spoke with care. Her rhythmic 
and poised walk as would enter a mahfil, would make the hearts of the people 
restless.. ^ '^  
Zeenat Behji, danced like a stylised walking; and had a great appeal of her 
own She was a woman of pride. Her nights, we are informed, 'were spent in the 
conq)any of scheming fellows and her days with some local wits or jocund'. Her 
residence was like a beehive and always full of lecherous fellows. ^ ^^  
Thus it seems that the cultural hfe of the people in Delhi was fiill of gaity and 
mirth in which they could forget their political and economic tensions. 
'^ Ibid., p. 105. 
'^ She was living with Ali Quli Khan, a noble of high rank. 
"° Dargah Quli Khan, op. cit, p. 102. 
' " Ibid., pp. 106-107. 
"^ Ibid., p. 107. 
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IV (iii): Food and Food-Habits 
We don't have much information about the foods and food-habits that 
prevailed in Delhi during our period, some stray references however help us discern 
these cultural traits to some extent. It generally spears that the cuisine of the 
residents of Delhi, including the royal house-hold was essentially the same as it was 
during the preceding century. The only source which throws some light on the food 
and food-habits of this period is Anand Ram Mukhlis who compiled the Mirdt-ul 
Istilah, a dictionary which not only gives the names of the various dishes but also 
something of how they were prepared. 
The staple diet of the middle and upper classes of the society appears to be the 
Nan (bread), simple boiled rice, various kinds of vegetables and meat preparations. 
From the entries made by Mukhlis in his dictionary it appears that there was a 
variety of breads (Nans) which were eaten in meals. Amongst the more simple 
varieties was Nan-i-dashtari made of wiieat flour which could not banter. Contrary to 
it was Nan-i-khushk-ard, the full bran bread. ^ '^  Nan-i-Sangak was a bread baked on 
stone-coals. As per its name it was quite crisp.'^ '* Amongst the more exotic kinds were 
breads like Nan-i badam, a sweet bread with liberal measures of almonds and sugar 
mixed with butter.'^* Shirmal was another exotic sweet bread vMch was baked in an 
oven. *^ * Another variety eaten by the elites in Delhi was Nan-i taftan, a bread having 
its origin in the bakeries of Yazd. 137 
' ' ' Anand Ram Mukhlis, Mirat-ul-Istilah, Microfilm Department of History, AMU, pp. 500-501. 
^^ Ibid. 
135 i u ; j Ibid. 
"* Ibid.,p.365 
' " Ibid.,p.498 
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Amongst the non-vegetarian dishes mention is made of qlma sar-i-mori or 
mince-meat whose minced pieces resembled, as the name suggests, the heads of 
ants.'^ * Qalw-pesha was a popular preparation of fried meat.'^' Kababs, especially the 
Kabab-i-Hindi and Kabab-i-Shami were also quite popular. ''*" 
A preparation of rice was also made, in which sugar was put between the two 
layers, known as Khana-i-qalam and Khana-i-nai-shakar}^^ It was locally known as 
'Puri'. 
Sweet dishes were prepared very delicately in the city of Delhi during 
eighteenth century. A kind of halwa was made which known as Ab-danddn^^^ Hahva-
i-Nazakat, Hahva-i-Pushmak and Hahva-i-Suhan were other kinds of sweetmeat.''*^ A 
very nice and tasty sweet, Naqli-Firangi was also eaten by the people.'*^ Rub, a sweet 
dish made of pomegranate and Mulbery was very famous among the richer sections of 
the society.^"' Saqi arus was another sweet meat.''** In Delhi a very tasty Jam was 
prepared which was made by twenty Vilayati (foreign) ^ples. These apples were 
mixed in five seers of black-sugar (molass). Then it was sift in a sieve, and then cooks 
it in an earthen or silver cauldron on a soft flame, and stirred swiftly till they are 
thorou^y mixed. After that the mouth of cauldron was closed with kneaded flour 
and then it was bxiried under the ground, in order to let it ferment.^ '*' Mukhhs gives us 
the prescription of how it was prepared in the city: 
Cardamon small, ariseed three tola each; Cardamon big, 
mint, two tola each; Caraway-seed, cumin seed of kirman, 
Lahori salt, Hindustani salt, one tola each, having been 
'^ Ibid.,p.421. 
" ' Ibid., p.422. 
"" Ibid., pp. 427-28. 
' " Ibid., p. 152. 
'* Ibid., p. 13. 
'* Ibid.,p.209. 
"" Ibid.,p.506. 
"" Ibid.,p.270. 
'* Ibid.,p.303. 
'"^  Ibid., pp. 211-212. 
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thrashed and sieved be rubbed in half a seer of Lemon 
Juice. After mixing they make tablets of it/*^ 
Mukhlis mention that it was very tasty and acted as an ^petizer. It was also usefiil in 
removing heaviness. 
A special kind of dish, namishk, was prepared after mixing sugar with milk. "*' 
It was placed for several nights in dew during the winter season. In the morning, after 
mixing musk and rose-water into the mixture was placed in earthen plates and left to 
settle down. It was generally taken with thin bread. Shir-dan also known as 'chusta' 
in local dialect was a kind of cheese preparation. '^ " The people of Delhi during the 
eighteenth century ate food on the diner carpet {Shablan-i-safar-o-toam)}^^ 
Pan (betel-leaf) was very commonly used by the people of Hindustan fi^om a 
very long time. It was also popular among all classes of people during the eighteenth 
century. Leaves of betel wrapped up in a plantain leaf, rolled up with long pepper and 
cloves, were known as beera-i-pan. It was a very common serving during festivities 
and marriage among other varieties and articles of enjoyment. The beera-i-pan was 
prepared according to the taste of the peoples, with gold and silver leaves wrapped 
around by minakash and tilasaz (gold worker). It was called paghrota. Some of the 
betel leaves were made only into plain biras. These beeras were presented to the 
amirs (nobles) and high dignitaries, by the emperor during the festivities celebrated 
along with the argaja.^^^ Gaierally the pan (betel-leaf) which was offered to the 
mansabdars wrapped up in banana leaf and argaja, also some gold and red silk thread 
'•^  Ibid., pp. 211-212. 
'* Ibid.,p.507. 
"" Ibid.,p.366. 
151 „ . . 
lUlU., p.JDO. 
' " Ibid.,p.255. 
' " Ibid., p. 101. 
It was a perfume which prepared by mixing together sandal, rose, musk, camphor and amber in 
jasmine oil. 
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were tied around it known as Rasmi-baiza.^^* According to Mukhlis, Mirza Musavi 
Khan Fitrat who came to Hindustan in the reign of emperor Aurangzeb from Persia 
used to say about pan (betel-leaf), that 
"I gave my heart to the son of a Hindu for joy; as soon as I 
thought of beera-i-pan, the heart becomes fiill of blood."'^ ^ 
Qahwa^^^ drinking was also very common in the city of Delhi during the 
eighteenth century. This tradition of drinking qahwa (coffee) was not mentioned in 
the early medieval period. Qahwa drinking was very much used by the people of 
Arabia and Abyssinia and its finer plants were found there. However, its plant was 
found in Delhi during our period. One was in the imperial Hayat Bakhsh garden 
inside the fort, and other in the garden of Late Ruhullah Khaa '^^  Qahwa drinking was 
also used as a medicine to remove fatigue and cheering up the spirits. Another type of 
drink like coffee was also known in the city. It was called Salab-Farush, prepared by 
boiling salab-misri (a kind of sugar-candy) in water."* The coffee (qahwa) drinking 
was so common that it served in the festive gatherings. Large cups of qahwa were 
served in a very auspicious celebration at Arab Ki Sarai, in Delhi. *^ ' During the 
celebration of Davazdahum-e-Rabi 'ul-Awwal, the guests were reluctant to drink the 
qahwa in which excess sugar has been added. It was served at regular intervals. 
Dargah Quli Khan describes the moment of serving the qahwa at Arab ki sarai in a 
couplet, as 
"One day a guest went to the house of an Arab. 
The A r ^ piled so much qahwa that the visitor 
himself started resembUng a qahwa container".'*" 
"^ Anand Ram Mukhlis, Mirat-ul-Istilah, op.cit., pp. 101-102. 
' " Ibid., p. 101. 
"* It was a seed, like wheat. It was prepared by roasting it and then boiled in water. 
' " Anand Ram Mukhlis, Mirat-ul-Istilah, op.cit., p.223. 
"* Ibid.,pp. 242-243. 
' " Dargah Quli Khan, Muraqqa-i Delhi, ed. & trans. Dr. Nurul Hasan Ansari, Delhi, 1981, p.48. 
'* Ibid., p.48. 
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The speciality of qahwa during our period was such that Muhammad Shah is 
said to have entertained Nadir Shah with it. "*' 
Around Chandni Chowk, there were many qahwa-khanas (coffee-houses)'^ ^ 
wiiich were not only used for drinking coffee but places where the poets' gathered to 
recite poems and receive praise from those present or where people from different 
backgroimds gathered to talk on different issues. Thus to some these coffee houses 
were places where, 'people thronged ... not so much for coffee as for sociability, 
discussion and debate'.'" 
Mukhlis, in his Safamama, gives a very interesting account of the qahwa-
khanas of Chandni Chowk: 
I also used to go there during my youth, and enjoyed the 
conqjany of those people. While my other friends used to 
take qahwa in the market, my servants used to prepare it in 
my house and I took it with them. A view of Chandni 
Chowk, beholding nice objects, walking on fine roads and 
the company of men of taste was an unusual thing. It is the 
practice of those days that even now I cherish the company 
of friends for taking it during discussioa ' ^ 
Similarly a late eighteenth century traveler, George Forster, describes the 
happenings and discussion taking place within these coffee houses (qahwa-ldiana): 
What harmony, what good humour, is often seen 
circulating in a sweet meat shop, the coffee house of India! 
Where all subjects accept that of the ladies, treated with 
freedom: not so eloquently perhaps, no with such 
refinement of language, as among poUticians of a European 
Capital, yet with equal fervour and strength of voice. 
'*' Abdul Karim, Biyan-i Waqaya-i-Nadir Shah, Manuscript, Abdul Salam Collection, Maulana Azad 
Library, AMU, Aligarh, fol. 14a. 
"^ Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit., p.25; Mirat-ul-Istilah, op.cit, p.419. 
'*' Farhat Hasan, 'Forms of Civility and Publicness in Pre-British India', Civil Society, Public Sphere 
and Citizenship: Dialogues and Perceptions, ed. by Rajeev Bhargave & Helmut Reifeld, New 
Delhi, 2005, p. 103. 
'*^  Anand Ram Mukhlis, Safamama, ed. Syed Azhar Ali, Rampur, 1946, p. 15. 
George Forster, A Journey from Bengal to England through the Northern Part of India, Kashmire, 
Afghanistan and Persia and into Russia by Caspean Sea, New Delhi, 1997 (reprint). Vol. I, p.242. 
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In Delhi during our period wine drinking was also a very common practice 
among all the sections of society. It was used by the kings, nobles and common 
masses in parties, company of friends, festive assembhes and other social gatherings. 
It was even distributed during the urs of Bahadur Shah I and Mir Musharraf.'** 
During these festivities the nobles and even the muhtasibs amused themselves with 
wine and liquor.'" Latif Khan, a mansabdar of 5000/5000 in the court of Muhammad 
Shah, commenting on this habit is said to have composed the following verses: 
"In the mahfil of intoxicants there is no morning and night, 
for it is the cup that rotates here and not time."'** 
The servings of wine in various mahfils (soirees) are mentioned by Dargah 
Quli Khan.'*^ Some of the famous singers of Delhi were also very fond of wine and 
they would sometimes in a state of drunkenness misbdiave with the people.'™ 
Abi-Shirazi and Ashi-Khumar were famous varieties of wine, which were 
1*71 
freely sold in the markets. Bada-lali was a red wine and another kind of wine was 
prepared from a tree of Baidi-Mushk, whose flower emits sweet fragrance.'^ It was 
grown in the gardens of Delhi. An intoxicating drink was made from the leaves of a 
tree known as Bang az (gallaj buridan}^ It was so strong that after drinking it people 
faints completely. A special type of wine, Sharabi-quraq (Sharbat yahud), prohibited 
by the officers but secretly drunk by the users.''* There were also a number of wine 
houses (Ayagh-khana)}^^ 
"** Mir Musharraf was a mansabdar of Farrukhsiyar and he rose to the mansab of 7000/7000 at the 
time of Muhammad Shah. 
"^ Dargah Quli Khan, op.cit, pp. 17,20. 
"* Ibid.,p.41. 
'® Ibid.,p.46. 
"° Ibid., p.73, 102. 
" ' Anand Ram Mukhlis, Mirat-uUhtilah, op.cit., p. 9, 32. 
"^ Ibid., p.71,102. 
'^ Ibid.,p-56. 
''"' Ibid., pp. 246-247. 
' " Ibid.,p.52. 
164 
Fruits were generally used by rich peoples of the society. Almost every quality 
of fruits was found in the city of Delhi. 
These fruits and dry-fruits were continuously imported during the eighteenth 
century in the city of Delhi and were found in abundance in the markets of the city. 
Sebi-arayish and Sebi-naqshi were the best quahty of apple which were imported and 
found in abundance in the markets of Delhi. Sahibi, Fakhri, Mallahi, Sarangusht and 
Anguri Misqali were the varieties of grapes.'^' During our period, a kind of grape 
known as Bidana, was very famous in the bazars of Delhi. Fakhri and Sahibi grapes 
on the other hand were produced in Delhi and were very hard and sour but tasteless. 
Amal-bed was another kind of fruit wiiich was sour Uke orange. *'^  Mangoes were 
produced in the suburbs of Delhi, and pomegranate {annannas), also called green 
katahal was also found.'*" Writing about sugarcane Mukhlis mentions that: 
In Shahjahanabad during the season whrai sugarcane 
becomes available in the market there erupts a great crowd 
and noise. Two young men entered into a bet that whoever 
would be able to break the bundle of sugarcane with a 
single stroke of a hatchet into two parts, he would get the 
money from the other person. From that bimdle if any piece 
remains unbroken then the man who gave the stroke had to 
pay to the other party double the amount of bet, and they 
would distribute sweets to the gathered people because a 
large number of people in groups assemble tiiere to watch 
the festivity.'*' 
The best qualities of bananas were 'MartabanV and 'Sohan'.^^ Kharbuza 
(water-melon), started dviring the month of Farwardin Ilahi, and was found in plenty 
in the markets. According to Mukhlis, 
"^ Anand Ram Mukhlis, Mirat-ul-Mlah, op.cit., p. 327-330. 
'"'•' Ibid., p. 369. 
ITS _ . . . . . luiu., p. J D ; 
'"^  Ibid.,p.241 
'^' Ibid., p. 15. 
'*" Ibid.,p.l5. 
'*' Ibid., pp. 65-66. 
"^ Ibid.,p.443. 
%^^'^^ 
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"In A.H. 1157 / 1748 A.D., in Shahjahanabad, Sarda and 
Garma both are very good quality. Sarda, comes from Iran, 
although it is not much sweet, big and fragrant. But much 
better than that are the Sarda, unripe and immature, 
wrapped in pieces of coarse cloth, which come to 
Shahjahanabad from the suburbs of Kabul and Ghazni. A 
variety of Garma is called ' Jamali' in Hindustan. It is very 
tasty, sweet and juicy. There is a variety of it which is 
found chiefly in Akbarabad. It is so sweet that lips stick to 
each other due to sweetness. It is \ik&Alucha in shape. "'*^ 
Nashpati was a kind of fresh fruit. It came to Delhi from the Balkh and Kabul, 
vviiere it grew in abundance. Baba-Shaikhi, Ala-shirin, Alucha, Sarg-sai, Dudi-chirag 
were other kinds of melon.'*'* A big lemon, known as Shah-limu, and Shaftalu (peach) 
was also found.'^ ^ 
The dry fruits (tistukhwani-mewa) were also used by the people of Delhi, 
especially the higher section of the society. Both indigenous and imported quality of 
dry fruits were sold in abundance in the markets of Delhi, especially at the Chandni 
Chowk, Chowk Sa'adullah Khan and Faiz Bazar.'*^ Dry date (khasta khurma) and 
badami-du-maghz (almond), badami-tauam etc. were found in plenty. '*' 
" ' Ibid., p. 164. 
"^ Ibid., p.207. 
' " Ibid., p. 31,338. 
'** Muraqqa,op.cit.,p.23. 
'*^  Anand Ram Mukhlis, Mirat-ul-htilah, op.cit., pp. 1.31,70. 
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Survey of 
)th 18 Century structural remains of New Delhi Zone 
An attempt is made here to survey to study the 18*'' century buildings falling in the 
area of New Delhi Zone. The area which has been under- taken for survey includes 
Safdarjang tomb, the Delhi Race Club (west of the tomb), India Gate (in the north) the 
area around the Aurangzeb road , Akbar road , Motilal Nehru Marg, Janpath , Purana 
Qila , Humayun tomb and Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti to Jangpura, Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium to Safdarjang Aerodrome. 
There are 52 buildings of the 18* century which are encountered in this zone of 
which 15 are mosques, 12 tombs, one temple and 24 'secular structures' such as 
gateways, pavilions, wells and baolis. Out of 52 monuments I have extensively surveyed 
45 buildings.' 
To the west of Safdarjang tomb at the eastern side of Race Course, within a small 
settlement, is located a small mosque.^  Originally measuring 6.30m by 5m, it comprises a 
vaulted roof and the liwan fronted with a triple pointed arched fa9ade. The prayer hall of 
the mosque appears to have been later extended to 23.25m by 8.55m. This extended 
prayer chamber is fronted with a seven arched fa9ade fronting a 16.20m long courtyard. 
Some 180m to the south-east of Sikander Lodi's tomb in the Lodi garden is an 
enclosed garden, with its entrance gateway and a mosque. According to Zafar Hasan this 
mosque along with its enclosed garden belongs to the Mughal period. He also mentions 
' The author undertook the survey of the structural remains of New Delhi Zone in December 2004. I am 
personally beholden to Mr. Md. Athar and Md. Abid, my friends for having accompanied me. 
^ Delhi the Built Heritage: A Listing, Indian National Trust for Art and Culture Heritage (INTACH), Delhi, 
1999, vol. l,p.239. 
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the existence of a baoli in the vicinity of the mosque.^  However according to the Hsting 
of ENTACH the gateway which leads to the enclosed mosque was constructed in the late 
Mughal period/ 
This mosque situated on the south-east comer of the enclosed garden is 67.25m 
by 77.70m in its dimensions. It is surmounted with three double domes, and comprises a 
6.72m by 3.60m iiwan fronted with a triple arched fa9ade. The central arch fronting the 
nave is wider (150m) than the two flanking arches (1.05m). The prayer chamber is 
fronted with an open courtyard which is 12.76m long. 
To the north of the mosque is situated the gateway which served as an entrance to 
the garden. The double-storied gateway is 7.40m wide and 4.95m long and is provided 
with three cusped arches on the outer face, of which the central arch with 1.75m wide 
opening serves as an entrance. At the back of the gateway there is a 0.74m wide staircase 
(with 9 steps each) on both the comers which leads to the terrace on the upper floor. 
Zafar Hasan during his surveys found a baoli in fi-ont of the entrance gate outside the 
enclosure; however no traces of it are presently extant.' To the south, at a distance of 
some 400 meters, adjacent to National Bonsai Park is situated a late Mughal well having 
a diameter of 3.65m. Water is still taken out of it with the help of an electric pump. 
To the south of Safdaijang tomb, some 25m to the south-west of Aliganj, opposite 
B.K.Dutt colony, is located the tomb of Najaf Khan^ (no. 18 in plan). It is situated in the 
' List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, Superintendent Government Printing, Calcutta, 1916, vol. 
II, p.37. 
* INTACH,op.cit.,I,pp.252-53. 
^ List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.37. 
* Mirza Sangin Beg, Sairul Manazil, ed. Sharif Hussain Qasmi, Delhi, 1982, p.91; see also Saiyed Ahmad 
Khan, Asar-us Sanadid, Delhi, 1847, p.218; Bashiruddin Ahmad, Waqiat-i Darul Hukumat Delhi, Agra, 
1919, vol. Ill, pp.74-81; Najaf Khan was related to the Safavi Sovereigns of Persia and was imprisoned 
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centre of a large (198.80m) square enclosed garden having an octagonal bastion at each 
comer. Presently it is in a very ruinous condition. The tomb is 23.22m square and has an 
octagonal bastion at each of its comer. A projection with an arched opening in the centre 
of the eastern side leads to a staircase which leads to the roof. At the centre of the roof is 
constmcted a square platform with each side measuring 6.72m.^  Through the projected 
arch opening, a 1.50m wide arched corridor (10.22m long) leads to a square cenotaph 
chamber having the grave of Najaf Khan. Towards west one encounters a second grave, 
which most probably is of his sister. Both the graves have an inscription. 
The inscription on Najaf Khan's grave is: 
Translation 
"He is living who will never die. 
This sky crooked nature, with its back (bent) like a bow, and full of 
arrow of misfortime does not miss the mark, shot at the most noble 
of sayyids, through whom there was honors to the lineage of Safvi 
Sayyids, 
(Who was) a worthy fruit of the garden of eight and four (i.e, 
twelve imams of the shias), a pure splendors of two pearls (Hasan 
& Hussain), and a gem of nine shells (skies), (Named) bakshiul 
Mulk Amir Najaf Khan, the lion hearted and the conqueror of the 
coimtries of India with the help of (the command) 'be not afraid'. 
A hero, if he held Zulfiqar (the name of the two-edged sword of 
Ali) in his hand, the king lafata would exclaim "A worthy son." 
May he be a companion of the last of the Prophets (Muhammad) 
with his ancestor, the revealer of the secrets "if it can be revealed". 
The pen of Ali which is like (literally a twin brother of) the divine 
revelation, wrote the date of his death on his ashes (graves) "F/iw 
is the grave of Najaf 1196 (1781-82 A.D.)." 
by Nadir Shah. At the request of Mir2a Muhsin, the elder brother of Safdarjang, he was released with his 
sister, latter married to Mirza Muhsin. After the death of Mirza Muhsin he was entered the service of the 
Emperor Shah Alam, who for his courage made him Amirul- umara with the title of Zulfiqaruddaula. He 
was died on the 8* of jumada II, the year 1196, corresponding to 2"'' of April 1782, at the age of 49. List 
ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.2I2. 
' List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., H, pp.211-12. 
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The second room towards the west is 4.80m square, and presently contains two 
graves. Unfortunately no inscription is located on any of them, but one may presume that 
probably these graves also belong to some family members of Najaf Khan. Zafar Hasan 
mentions that there were three un-inscribed graves in this chamber.* 
To the south-east of the tomb of Safdaijang around half a mile away is the area 
known as Aliganj where is located the Shah i Mardan complex'. To the northeast of the 
Naqqar Khana of Shah i Mardan complex are the remains of a building known as the 
Mosque of Zeenat Tawaif. Presently only the pavilion of the mosque is extant which is 
filled with earth. Only the upper portion of arched pavilion of this mosque built of lakhori 
bricks is visible. Describing the mosque of Zeenat Tawaif, Bashiruddin Ahmad writes: 
At the entrance gateway of Shah-i Mardan, there is a three 
chambered most beautiful mosque of white dome, whose 
pinnacles are in good condition. There are three arched 
entrance of the mosque; central entrance is 2.80m high and 
1.35m wide. The mosque is 7.50m x 3m in its dimensions. 
In firont of the mosque is a brick courtyard of 8.10m x 
3.60m and an old neem tree. The mosque contains some 
graves and it was enclosed.^ " 
To the north-west of Shah i Mardan complex is an enclosed graveyard known as 
Karbala. The enclosure wall of this Karbala was constructed by Captain Ashraf Beg Khan 
in the reign of Shah Alam II (1759-1806)''. The Karbala is 180m square and the 
enclosing wall is buih of rubble stones. The main entrance (4.40m wide) to this was from 
the northern side. Another entrance was from the east side which has now been closed. 
* List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, pp.211 -12. 
' For detailed survey of this complex see Appendix 11. 
'" Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit.. Ill, pp.61-62. 
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The access to the Karbala presently is through a 5.45m wide opening on the north -west 
comer. A nursery occupies most of the area of Karbala now. 
In the centre of the Karbala is situated a structure, known as Mah Khanam's 
tomb'^. The building has a rectangular (5.53m x 3.44m) room entered through the south, 
covered by a vaulted roof. Adjacent to the north wall is a 19.45m x 12.58m platform 
which is 1.40m high. Under the platform there is a square (4.08m) underground chamber 
containing a marble grave, comprising a vaulted ceiling and a marble floor. It can be 
entered through a 0.95m wide arch opening. A 15 stepped staircase from the north leads 
down to this undergroimd chamber. On the gravestone towards south is an inscription 
which reads: 
Translation 
Mah Khanam, the sun of the zodaic of chastity, by heaven's 
decree hid her face xmder the cloud of compassion, and 
turned her heart towards God. The pen of providence wrote 
the date of this (event) on the tablet of the grave: 'The 
Mary of the Age joined God'. The chronogram gives the 
date 1139 (1726-7 A.D.). 
Some 5m from the eastern gateway of Karbala, is a Qanati mosque. The mosque 
is built on 1.25m high platform. Five mihrabs decorate its western wall. On the southem 
side is a small wall having 1.03m arch opening, and an open terrace which is 12.90m x 
" Mina Sangin Beg, op.cit., p.89; see also Saiyid Ahmad, op.cit.,p.218; Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit., Ill, 
p.58; List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p. 188. 
'^  Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit., Ill, p.59; see Also List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, 
pp. 189-90. 
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13m in its dimensions. Zafar Hasan mentions this mosque to be of Mughal period 
while the INTACH list records it as a late Mughal monument'"*. 
At the north gate of Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium is located an unknown tomb 
measuring 8.47m x 6.28m which is buih of rubble. It can be entered from the east 
through a 1.25 m wide arched doorway. There are window-like small arched openings on 
the northern and southern wall. This single chambered tomb is 6.80m x 3.96m, and 
surmounted by a flat roof. Zafar Hasan'^  mentions that there was a masonry grave inside 
the tomb. However its remains are no more extant. On the roof there is an octagonal 
pavilion surmounted by a dome and an arched opening on each sides of the octagon, 
which can be reached by a staircase provided in the south-eastern comer. INTACH lists it 
as a late Mughal building.'^ Zafar Hasan on the other hand mentions it to belong to the 
Mughal period.'^ 
Aroimd 2 miles north-east from the tomb of Safdaijang, on the Motilal Nehru 
Marg, a mosque is located known as Masjid Majeedia'^ .Much renovations appear to have 
been carried out at this structure. However the original structure of the mosque with 
vaulted roof still remains, but is now decorated and covered with modem tiles. This small 
vaulted mosque can be entered through three arched openings: the central arch is Im 
wide, while the flanking arches are 0.85m wide. 
Around one mile to the east of Majeedia Masjid, at the southern end of Pandara 
road, is a mosque, originally set in an enclosed garden. It is now known as 'Pandara Road 
'^  List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II , p. 187. 
'^  INTACH, op.cit., II , p.247. 
" List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p. 184. 
'* INTACH, op.cit, II, P.257. 
'^  List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p. 184. 
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Mosque' or the 'Baghwali Masjid' (see no.24 in map). The mosque is seven bays wide 
and two aisles deep measuring 18.05m x 9.25m. The aisle (18.10m x 2.55m) is roofed by 
sandstone slabs, the central arch is 2.60m wide while the flanking arches are 1.70m each. 
Three double-domes adorn the structure of the mosque. The aisles have seven arched 
entrances, facing eastwards and supported by sandstone pillars. The courtyard of the 
mosque is 20.95m x 18.25m. The space between the head of the central arch and the 
actual entrance arch is filled with stalactite corbelling; the arches are of the cusped type, 
however the cusps are too shallow to leave any worthwhile effect. The fluted domes have 
the usual lotus cresting. Zafar Hasan mentions a tank at the eastern end of the courtyard, 
built of bricks and some graves in the vicinity of mosque, which no remains today". 
Around 500m east from the Pandara Road Mosque, at the western edge of Kaka 
Nagar is located another small mosque. This mosque comprises a single chambered liwan 
(5.05m X 2.52m) having vaulted roof and a single arched entrance which islm wide. 
Oft 
Originally it had three arched entrances , of which the flanking sides have at some point 
of time been blocked off. Zafar Hasan writes that the mosque belongs to Afghan period.^ ' 
However the listing of INTACH mentions it to be of late Mughal period.^ ^ The entire 
inner chamber of the mosque as well as the entrance fagade is decorated with tiles. The 
single entrance arch is multifoliated. 
At the entrance of Delhi Golf Club, is a pair of tomb-like structures known as 'Lai 
Bangla'. The name Lai Bangla is given to an extensive enclosure containing three domed 
" INTACH, op.cit., I, p.224. 
" List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.45. 
^^  Ibid.,II,p.51. 
'^ Ibid., II,p.51. 
" INTACH, op.cit., 11, p.227. 
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mausoleums. Now only two of the original three survive. The first Lai Bangla tomb is 
9.95m square in plan and is situated on a 0.20m high platform. The second Lai Bangla 
mausoleum is 15.60m square in plan with a 0.20m high plinth. Both are separated by a 
distance of 8.90m from each other. These tombs are built on the similar plan, with square 
comer rooms. The first tomb is 1.85m on each side, while the second is 2.80m square. 
Both tombs have a central square double dome chamber with an arcaded verandah 
surroimding its four sides comprising beautifiiUy carved fluted pillars of red sandstone. 
The first tomb has a square central chamber (3.65m) and contains two graves, without 
any inscription, which are supposed to be the resting place of Lai Kunwar^ ,^ the mother 
of Shah Alam's , and Begum Jan, his daughter,. In the northern comer room is a 
staircase, which leads to the top. The second tomb is without grave, and has a 4.42m 
square chamber with three sides having 0.88m wide opening with western side is closed 
by perforated screen. Both the tombs are constmcted of red sandstone which probably 
accounts for this group of buildings being called ^Lal Bangla'. The domes are carved 
with bands and finials. It may also have been so styled after the name of Lai Kunwar who 
is allegedly buried there. 
Some 100m to the west fi"om second Lai Bangla, is located the tomb of Saiyid 
Abid Khan-i Dauran. To the West of it is a beautifiil late Mughal gateway of great 
architectural value '^'. The pointed-vault arch gateway has 2.32m wide opening at the 
centre over which is a vaulted pavilion with three cusped arch openings and small domes 
" Saiyid Ahmad, op.cit., p. 108; see Also Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit.. Ill, p.659; List ofMuhammadan and 
Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, pp.45-46. 
^^  Saiyid Ahmad, op.cit., P.106; see Also Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit., 11, pp.660-63. 
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roofing the comers. At the either end of this are octagonal bastions with the octagonal 
cupolas (chattris) on the top. 
Some 250m to the north from the gateway is located a dilapidated brick mosque 
along the eastern wall of the modem Golf Club. This mosque comprises a western liwan 
fronted by an open courtyard of 9.98m long situated on a 1.15m high plinth. The liwan is 
screened by a double arched fa9ade. The southem arched compartment with dome over it 
is now ruined, and comprises a central nave 3.50m x 2.92m and northern aisles which are 
3.38m wide. The central arched entrance is 1.32m wide while the northern arch entrance 
is 1.30m wide. They lead into two compartments surmounted with double domes. The 
whole stmcture was constmcted of brick masonry rendered with plaster. 
To the south of Lai Bangla (Golf Club) at a distance of around one-mile is the 
Tomb of Humayun. Near the southem gateway of Humayim's tomb along with the wall 
there is a mosque . The Agha Khan Trust for culture mentions in his record: 
Immediately to the west of the south gate is a small, yet 
unique, wall mosque built of blue quartzite stone, probably 
inthel9*century.^^ 
This Qanati mosque has a three arched fa9ade fironted with 13.20m x 9.40m open 
courtyard. The central arch is 2.25m wide while the flanking arches arelm wide. On the 
southeast comer of the courtyard is an unknown grave. 
To the north of Humayun's tomb near 'Bara Batasha' is located a grave 
platform^^ now known as the Dargah of Hazrat Dada Pif^ *. There are three graves, which 
^' FNTACH, op.cit, I, p.293. 
^^  Humayun's tomb environmental development project, Archaelogical Survey of India 
" INTACH, op.cit., 1, p.298. 
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placed over a 0.70m high, and 5.83m square platform. The central grave is 1.65m x 
0.70m, West Side 0.55m away another grave of 1.65m x 0.60m, and the East Side 0.70m 
away 1.45m x 0.65m another grave. The southern side is 0.68m away towards east from 
stairs in the high platform wall a 0.72m arched opening with two steps down leads to a 
2.42m long corridor. 
Some 6m to the west of Amir Khusroo's tomb, in Nizamuddin, but only 
accessible from the west, is located the Khan-i Dauran Khan's mosque. The mosque, 
measuring 5m x 3m, comprises a western liwan fronted by an enclosed roofed courtyard 
5.30m X 2.50m. The liwan screened by a triple arched fa9ade comprises a central nave 
3m X 2.07m and aisles, which are 2.05m wide. The nave and the aisles are covered with 
ribbed double domes. The central arch fronting the nave is wider (1.02m), than the two 
flanking arches (0.92m). The courtyard is entered through a doorway, 1.30m wide 
opening in the southern wall. The interior of the mosque is richly decorated in colour. On 
the west comer wall of the mosque, a 0.95m opening 5 steps lead down to a tehkhana, a 
rectangular room of 2.75m x 1.60m and just east-side wall of the room is a 0.71m 
opening which leads to another room of same dimension. To the east of Hazrat 
Nizamuddin complex, located the tomb of Atgah Khan, on the southwest comer of the 
tomb enclosure, there is a pavilion^'. The pavilion or vaulted halls is two bay deep, 
(4.40m X 2.45m) and (4.40m x 2.60m), and entered through three arched openings of 1.22 
m wide supported on slender fluted columns. In the inner bay on the northern side is a 
0.78m wide opening that leads to 2.50m x 1.78m room. 
*^ The caretaker of the grave platform, Maulana Abdul Majeed said that it was the Dargah of Hazrat Dada 
Pir. Several other renouned pwrsons of that area also confirm it. 
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To the 100m west of India Gate on the Man Singh Road is located a mosque. 
Zafar Hasan writing about this mosque says: 
The mosque must once have been a building of some 
character. It is masonry built and is externally rendered 
with plaster. It appears to have consisted of several aisles of 
which the last or the western most is still extant. This 
contains five openings, of which the three central ones are 
arched while one on either side is a lintelled doorway 
topped by an arched opening. The roof of the existing aisles 
is vaulted. '^' 
This mosque comprises an 11.15m x 4.60m liwan fronted with triple arched 
fa9ade. The arches of this mosque are multi-foliated. This prayer chamber is fronted with 
7.55m long courtyard. Both the sides of this triple arched fa9ade were used for residence. 
The main entrance of the mosque is from eastern side (1.22m wide arch gateway). The 
whole outer structure of the mosque is 21.50m x 16.40m. 
^' Bashiruddin Ahmad, op.cit., II, pp.824-32; See also List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments^ op.cit, 
II, p.l75; INTACH, op.cit., I, p.277. 
^ List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.25. Nawab Zabita Khan,'son of Najibuddaulah, 
the Rohilla chief and prot6g6 of Ahmad Shah Abdali led its foundation. Zabita Khan rose to power 
during die reign of Shah Alam II and was the father of Ghulam Qadir. 
Appendix - II 
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Shah-i Mardan: A Religious Centre of the Eighteenth Century 
The eighteenth century, aUhough a period of poHtical decline, saw the emergence 
of a number of cultural centres at Delhi. One such centre which grew during the period 
was Shah-i Mardan, a Shi'i centre, which is situated in the Jorbagh area. Located around 
half a mile to the south-east of the Tomb of Safdarjung, the area is also known as Aliganj. 
The earliest reference to the site is probably contained in the Zakhirat al 
Khawanin, when its author refers to the desire of Mahabat Khan (d. 1634-35), the famous 
noble under Jahangir, to be entered "at the feet of Amirul Mu 'mineen 'Ali razi allah anhu 
at Delhi".' Shah Nawaz Khan specifies the place as 'Shah-i Mardan'.^ From these two 
references it is apparent that at least by the third decade of the seventeenth century, the 
place had developed as a recognized centre for a prominent noble to wish to be buried 
there. This fact is supported by an evidence provided by Sangin Beg who while 
describing the place notes a lose grave-stone near its gateway containing a hemistich 
giving the date AH959/AD1543-44.'' It thus appears that by the 16th Century the place 
started developing at least as a grave yard. 
The first recorded structure at Shah-i Mardan appears to be the tomb of Mahabat 
Khan which was constructed on the orders of the Nawab's wife Khanam Jieu along with 
a garden (bagh) and a masonry compound wall {ahata-i pukhta chahar diwari) aroimd it.'' 
' Shaikh Farid Bhakkari, Zakhirat-al Khawanin, ed. Moinul Haque, Karachi, 1970, vol. 11, pp. 164-65, 
171-73. 
^ Shahnawaz Khan, Ma'asir-ul Umara, ed. Molvi Ashraf Ali, ASB, Calcutta, 1891, vol. Ill, pt. i, p.407. 
^ Mirza Sangin Beg, Sairul Manazil, ed. Sharif Husain Qasmi, Delhi, 1982, p. 130. 
'' Zakhirat-al Khawanin, op. cit., p. 172. 
178 
The tomb which is no more extant is however noticed by Molvi Zafar Hasan, who while 
describing it mentions: 
The tomb (of Mahabat Khan) is of rubble and measures 
12'8" square cm. It is roofed by a dome. In each of its four 
sides there is a doorway, but now ail are closed, with the 
exception of that towards the south, and the tomb is 
occupied by the villagers.. .^  
It was during the reign of Ahmad Shah that this complex of Shah-i Mardan 
formally started developing as a religious centre. It appears that in 1750-51 a number of 
structures were added in the complex by Nawab Qudsiya Begum.^  An inscription noticed 
by Sangin Beg which once adorned one of the gateways (northern) of the complex 
mentions: 
(It is a) Saying of the Muhammad, the friend of Allah: 'I 
am the City of Knowledge and 'Ali is its Gateway.' 
In the auspicious reign of Ahmad Shah Bahadur, the King and champion of faith, 
the building of the fort (ramparts, enclosure), the majlis khana , the masjid and the haxiz 
was completed in one year, according to the orders of her Highness Nawab Qudsiya 
Sahiba Zamaniyya, under the control of the humble Lutf 'Ali Khan - 1164 AH.' 
According to Saiyid ahmad Khan, Qudsiya Begum received a stone in 1724 
which bore the foot-print of Hazxat 'Ali. She duly had it carried and fixed in the Shah-i 
* List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, Superintendent Government Printing, Calcutta, 1916, vol. 
II,p.l98. 
* The queen mother Udham Bai, formeriy a public dancing girl, had been introduced to Muhammad Shah's 
notice by Khadija Khanam, the daughter of Amir Khan, and had fascinated the emperor as to be raised to 
the dignity of a queen. Cf. Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Calcutta, 1964, vol. 1, pp. 
187-89. 
' Mir2a Sangin Beg, op.cit., pp.89-90; See also Saiyid Ahmad Khan, Asar us Sanadid, Delhi, 1847, p218; 
Bashiruddin Ahmad, Waqiat-i Daml Hukumat Dehli, Agra, 1919, vol. Ill, p.74. 
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Mardan complex in the white marble water tank which she caused to be constructed. 
Describing these constractions of Qudsiya Begum, Zafar Hasan writes: 
The enclosure of Aliganj was founded by Qudsiya Begum, 
the mother of Ahmad Shah, in the year 1164 AH (AD 
1750-51). She professed Shia faith. During the reign of her 
son when her influence was at its greatest she constructed a 
few religious buildings here, and enclosed them all with a 
massive parapet wall. The enclosure had a bastion at each 
of its four angles and furnished with four gateways and two 
posterns. The wall and all its bastions and gateways are 
now in a dilapidated condition. The northern gateway, 
however, is the best preserved... 
The 'enclosure of Aliganj' mentioned by Sangin Beg, Saiyid Ahmad and Zafar 
Hasan probably encompassed the area including the present complex of Shah-i Mardan 
and the 'Karbala' (graveyard) situated to its east. Although the ramparts and the 
gateways have now disappeared, we find their description in the survey of Bashiruddin 
Ahmad. Thus he mentions: 
The enclosure of Aliganj with a massive parapet wall 
covered a large area. The wall is made of rubble stone; the 
height of the wall is 17 feet and an additional 3 feet of 
battlements (kangura). The combined height of the walls 
and the battlements is 20 feet. It is provided with a double 
staircase, with 16 steps, to reach the top of the ramparts. 
This enclosure is provided with three gateways: the western 
however now stands demolished. The southern gateway is 
quite massive, while the northern one is the main entrance 
to the Shah-i Mardan; it is this gate which contains an 
inscription."' 
The patronage extended to this site by Qudsiya Begum resulted in its becoming an 
important centre for the Shi'i activities during the 18th Century. We have the testimony 
of Dargah Quli Khan that: 
* Asar us Sanadid, op.ciL, III, p.216. 
List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.l95. 
'" Waqiat Darul Hukumat, op.cit., Ill, p.74. 
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The qadamgah-i hazrat Imam amirul mu 'mineen 'AH [i.e. 
Shah-i Mardan] is at a distance of 3 kuroh from the fort. On 
Saturday, a large number of pilgrims proceed [towards it] 
with the desire for felicity in their hearts and offer 
Salutations and obeisance in accordance with their belief 
The 13th day of Muharram being the day of the pilgrimage 
of Hazrat khamis-i Aal-i Aba (the pious five of the 
Prophet's house-hold), the people gather and perform the 
rituals of mourning with fiiU customs and traditions in the 
house of the heavenly abode. There is no living being that 
does not get the felicitations of this day. For the faithful 
ones there is the chauki khana" and it is here that the 
reciters sing manqabat [odes] in loud, piercing and 
melancholic tones, and qasidas [eulogies] to get the 
mandate of Salvation from this threshold, attributed with 
19 
miracles. 
In this paper an attempt is being made to present the history of the development of 
this complex and a survey of the structures as they survive today.'^ Although the area is 
presently occupied by the Jorbagh colony, a number of structures including at least three 
mosques, a congregation hall, a tomb and some other buildings still survive. A prominent 
Shi'ite religious centre, the Dargah Shah-i Mardan stills draws the faithful and the soulful 
rendering of elegies to the martyrs of Karbala still resonate from it during the month of 
Muharram. The complex is presently a wa^govemed by Anjuman-i Haidari trust. 
The area is now an enclosure measuring 95.05 X 85.55 metres encompassed by 
open grounds towards the north and the south. 
The main entrance to the area located towards the east is through a large masonry 
gate-house. Known as the Naqqarkhana, the gate-house is a double storeyed structure 
The terms chauki khana, imam chauk, majlis khana, imambara and husainiya were used to denote an 
assembly hall meant to commemorate the martyrdom of Imam Husain, the grandson of the prophet and 
the third shi'ite Imam. 
'^  Dargah Quli Khan, Muraqqa-i Dehli, ed. Nurul Hasan Ansari, Delhi, 1982, p.4. 
" The exploration of the Shah-i Mardan complex was undertaken by the author in October 2003. 1 am 
personally beholden to Mr. Salim Ahmad, my friend and fellow scholar for having accompanied me. He 
gave valuable suggestions and made it possible for me to complete my survey. 
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which is 3.25 m wide and 6.60 m deep. It comprises two chambers (measuring 1.85 x 
1.45 m), one on each side. Saiyid Ahmad and Zafar Hasan mention an inscription which 
once adorned this gateway. According to this epigraph, the gate was constructed by a 
certain Sadiq Ali in AH1230/AD1815."' 
To the north-east of the Naqqarkhana is situated a large quadrangle known as the 
Lai Mahal, which presently houses the residence of the present khadim of the Dargah. 
On the south of the Naqqarkhana is a quadrangle (jilaukhana) which is 14.80 m long and 
10.50 m wide. Towards its extreme east is a red-sand stone mosque known as the Lai 
Masjid. This mosque comprises of a western liwan fronted by an enclosed courtyard. The 
liwan screened by a triple arched fa9ade comprises of a central nave measuring 4.50 x 
2.70 m and aisles which are 3.50 m wide. The nave and the aisles are covered with ribbed 
double domes. The central arch fronting the nave is wider (1.70 m) than the two flanking 
arches 91.40 m). The courtyard of the mosque is rectangular and is 8.75 m wide. 
Flanking the jilaukhana quadrangle towards the west is the tomb of Arif 'Ali 
Shah, a child saint who is said to have died at the age of twelve at a place near Bijnore in 
1661-62. His body is supposed to have been later brought to Delhi and entered here.'^  
This tomb is on a square plan, which internally measures 4.30 m on each side. 
Constructed of bricks, this structure is surmoimted with a double dome and is provided 
with an arched entrance on all the four sides. The western arched opening is however 
screened off to form a mihrab signifying the direction towards the qibla. The whole 
'^  Saiyid Ahmad somehow gives the date as 1237AH/1821-22, which obviously is an error. The 
chronogrammatic phrase yields 1229, but the date given in numerals is 1230. See Asar us Sanadid, 
op.cit, pp.217-18; List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.l95. 
For the legend of this child saint see List ofMuhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.l99; see 
also Waqiat-i darul hukumat, op.cit., p.63. 
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Structure is enclosed within a quadrangle to the north-west of which is constructed a 
small (4.30 x 2.61 m) mosque. It was probably meant for the visitors to the tomb. In the 
south-eastern comer of the quadrangle is a prominent open grave, which according to the 
legend belongs to Zahir Ali Shah, an uncle of the child-saint. Unfortunately there is no 
inscription on the grave for us to check the authenticity of this tradition. Bashiruddin 
Ahmad has mentioned Shah Ni'mat Ilahi's Chaukhandi, which according to him was 
situated somewhere to the north-east of 'Arif 'Ali Shah's tomb and contained two grave 
stones, one of which bore the date 14 Shaban, AH1097/ 14 July,AD1685.'* 
A two metre wide opening on the south west of the jilaukhana leads one into 
another quadrangle which houses the most sacred structures of the complex. It is this area 
which is reverentially known as Dargah Shah-i Mardan, as it is in this quadrangle that 
the so-called relics of 'Ali (foot-prints) are housed. 
To the south of the said entrance is a structure which presently is known as 
dargah Kazmain. This rectangular structure measuring 6.45 x 3.95 m is constructed on a 
raised platform which is 10.25m long and 6.65 m wide. Bashiruddin Ahmad labels this 
building as 'Umrao Mirza ki HarwaV which according to his description comprised a sih 
dara dalan (a triple arched structure) made of red stone.'' The chabutara of this structure 
had two graves bearing dates 1770-71 and 1792-93 respectively.'* A closer look at the 
back wall of the modem dargah Kazmain reveals the red stone pillars which once carried 
the dalan described by Bashimddin Ahmad. 
'* Waqiat-i darul hukumat, op.cit., pp.69-70. 
" Ibid., pp.67-68. 
'* Ibid. 
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Immediately to the east of the Kazmain structure is a small quadrangle (4.42 x 
3.30 m) which Bashiruddin Ahmad identified as the Mehrun Nisa ki Chaukhandi (the 
square of Mihrun Nisa).'^ This structure once contained marble screens and at least three 
graves which dated back to early nineteenth century.^ *^  Presently it is in the possession of 
the khadim and thus it was not possible for study this area in detail. 
Opposite the Kazmain, towards the west is a building comprising of two adjacent 
structures. The south-western structure is the building housing 'All's relics. Known as 
Qadam Sharif, this structure has been extensively described by Bashiruddin Ahmad and 
Zafar Hasan. It is this structure which contains the foot print of 'Ali. The structure is 
ashlared with arched marble panels. Describing the foot-print Zafar Hasan writes: 
The Qadam Sharif is a small piece of stone 1' 1" by 7 /4" 
impressed, or rather carved, with a foot mark. It is set in the 
centre of the bottom of a marble tank measuring 4' 1" by 2' 
10" by r 3" deep which is fixed in the middle of a 
platform 7' 11" by 5' 4" by 2' 6" high. The tank is filled 
with water which is also considered sacred, and in order to 
keep it fi-om becoming dirty the tank has been furnished 
with a covering of zinc. '^ 
Zafar Hasan also informs that this building housing the sacred foot print was 
provided with two gateways, opening towards the east and west respectively.^ ^ Presently 
the building has been entirely renovated and the western door is no more extant. The tank 
has also disappeared and the holy relic is situated in a niche faced with triple arches on 
the platform constructed on the west of the modem structure which is 1.50 m wide and 
opens into a large 13.85 m deep and 7.70 wide hall. The central arch is larger (2 m wide) 
" Ibid., pp. 68-69. 
'° Ibid. 
' List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.200; see also Waqiat-i darul hukumat, op.cit., 
pp.64-65. 
List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit., II, p.201. 
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as compared to the two flanking arches (1.10 m). The platform on which the holy relic is 
placed is raised to the height of one metre. 
The structure adjoining the Qadam Sharif in the north is known as Bibi ki Chakki. 
It is constructed on a similar plan as the earlier structure. In its original plan this structwe 
appears to have been a domed building. Describing this building Zafar Hasan writes: 
The rauza is a masoruy building situated in a walled 
enclosure and roofed by a dome. It is said to contain a cup 
set upon a small masonry platform. Bibi is a title of Fatima, 
the daughter of the Prophet and the wife of 'Ali. The 
building which has been given the name of a rauza (a 
mausoleum) was built in her honour to contain the cup 
which has been dedicated to her and which is located in 
appropriate proximity of her husband (the Qadam 
Sharif)...." 
The fourth structure in the Shah Mardan quadrangle is a residential structure 
presently occupied by the khadims. To its west is a large raised platform which is 
approximately 14 m long. Further west is situated the western entrance to this part of the 
complex. 
The Qudsiya Mosque is situated to the north of the western entrance. Surmounted 
with three double domes, this mosque comprises a 11.85 m x 3.30 m liwan fronted with a 
triple arched fafade. The arches of this mosque are multi-foliated. This prayer chamber is 
fronted with a 16 m long courtyard. Zafar Hasan mentions an ablution tank (9.53 x 4.28 
m) provided with a foimtain which has since disappeared. '^' On the south-eastern comer 
of the house is constructed the residence of the imam of the mosque. According to an 
'^ List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit.,II, pp.203-4; see also Waqiat-i darul hukumat, 
op.cit., pp.65-66. 
^* List of Muhammadan and Hindu Monuments, op.cit.,II, p.203. 
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inscription once adorning one of the gateways of Aliganj, this mosque was constructed on 
the orders of Qudsiya Begum in 1750-51 }^ 
The last surviving structure is situated towards the south of the complex. Known 
as the maj'lis khana (assembly hall), this building was originally constructed in 1808. It 
was later, according to an mscnption, renovated in 1884. This structure is constructed m 
the form of a pillared portico divided into a nave and two aisles. Heavy columns divide 
the aisles into three square sections. The nave on the other hand is further divided into 
three parts by a series of colonnades. This entire structure is 16 m long and 13 m wide. 
This structure is surrounded by a raised platform, which probably was used to seat the 
people who could not be accommodated inside. As the name suggests, this building is 
used for the holding of the mourning ceremonies of Muharram. 
A reading of Zafar Hasan, Bashiruddin Ahmad and others suggests that till the 
beginning of the present century the Shah-i Mardan complex at Jorbagh contained a 
number of other minor and major structures which have since disappeared. The structures 
which survive have been heavily renovated or altered. It is also unfortunate to note that 
almost all the inscriptions which were present in situ till the end of the last century have 
now totally disappeared. 
" Ibid.,II,p.l95. 
^' Waqiat-i darul hukumat, op.cit., pp. 70-71. 
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List of Monuments 
The City 
No.l: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : West Gateway of Qadam Sharif Enclosure, Paharganj. 
Condition: Occupied (used as Residence). 
No. 2: Name : Tomb. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Teil Mill Road, Paharganj. 
Condition: Occupied (used as Residence). 
No. 3: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : New Delhi Railway Station, Platfonn No. 2. 
Condition: Good (renovated). 
No. 4: Name : Gularwali Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 1607, Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Marg. 
Condition: Heavily renovated (rebuilt). 
No. 5: Name : Ghaziuddin's Mosque. 
Date :1727-28 A.D. 
Locality : 1663, Shayama Prasad Mukherjee Marg. 
Condition: Good. 
No. 6: Name : Muhtasib's Mosque. 
Date :1723-24 A.D. 
Locality : 1344, Phatak Habsh Khan. 
Condition: Good. 
No. 7: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 1407, Tilak Bazar. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 8: Name : Masjid Ramzan Shah. 
Date :1801-2A.D. 
Locality : 2425, Phatak Habsh Khan. 
Condition: Average. 
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No. 9: Name : Durga Mandir Shivalaya. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 434, Naya Bans. 
Condition: Average. 
No. 10: Name : Tahawwur Khan's Mosque. 
Date : 1727-28 A.D. 
Locality : Bazar Naya Bans. 
Condition: Average. 
No. 11: Name : Bhairav Mandir. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 322, Kuncha-i Ghasiram, Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Good. 
No. 12: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 322, Kuncha-i Ghasiram, Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 13: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 154, Kuncha-i Ghasiram, Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Good. 
No. 14: Name : Namak Haram Ki Haveli. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Kuncha-i Ghasiram, Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Average. 
No. 15: Name : Shivalaya Kunniji Maharaj. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 793, Katra Nil, Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Good. 
No. 16: Name : Shivalaya. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 515, Katra Nil, Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No. 17: Name : Pandit Hari Ramji Ka Shivalaya. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 689, Katra Nil, Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Average. 
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No. 18: Name : Sunehri Masjid. 
Date :1721-2A.D. 
Locality : Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Good. 
No. 19: Name : GumdwaraSisGanj. 
Date : Late Mughal (Controversy regarding date). 
Locality : Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Good (Heavily renovated). 
No.20: Name : Gujrati Temple. 
Date :1759-60 A.D. 
Locality : 1739, DaribaKalan. 
Condition: Average. 
No.21: Name : Graves Enclosure of Nawab Iradatmand Khan and Musa Yar Khan. 
Date :1774A.D. 
Locality : Muhalla Pandit ka Kucha. 
Condition: Average, 
No.22: Name : Haveli of Ahsanullah Khan. 
Date : Reign of Muhammad Shah. 
Locality : Muhalla Qazi ka Hauz. 
Condition: Deterioted. 
No.23: Name : Sirkiwalan's Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Bazar Sirkiwalan. 
Condition: Average. 
No.24: Name : Hauz Qazi's Mosque. 
Date : 1718-19 A.D. 
Locality : Chowk Hauz Qazi. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.25: Name : Agarwal Digambar Jain Panchayati Temple. 
Date : 1745 A.D. 
Locality : Muhalla Masjid Khajur. 
Condition: Average (modified). 
No.26: Name : Digambar Jain Maru Mandir. 
Date : 1745 A.D. 
Locality : Muhalla Masjid Khajur. 
Condition: Good. 
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No.27: Name : Nawab Sahib's Mosque. 
Date :1722-23 A.D. 
Locality : Muhalla Dariba Khurd. 
Condition: Average. 
No.28: Name : Lai Mandir. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Netaji Subash Marg, Chandni Chowk. 
Condition: Good (heavily extended). 
No.29: Name : Sxmehri Masjid II. 
Date : 1751 A.D. 
Locality : Outside the Delhi gate of the Red Fort. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.30: Name : Mosque of Ghaziuddin Khan. 
Date : Beginning of 18* Century (?). 
Locality : Outside the Ajmeri Gate. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.31: Name : Tomb of Ghaziuddin Khan. 
Date :1710A.D. 
Locality : Anglo-Arabic Public School, Outside Ajmeri Gate. 
Condition: Good. 
No.32: Name : Ghaziuddin Khan's Madarasa. 
Date : Beginning of 18* Century (?). 
Locality : Anglo-Arabic Public School, Outside Ajmeri Gate. 
Condition: Average. 
No.33: Name : Gulerwali Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Kucha-i Shah Tara, Ajmeri Gate. 
Condition: Average. 
No.34: Name : Unchi Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Kucha-i Shah Tara, Ajmeri Gate. 
Condition: Average (renovated). 
No.35: Name : Qabron Wall Masjid. 
Date : 1786-87 A.D. 
Locality : Kimcha-i Shah Tara, Ajmeri Gate. 
Condition: Good. 
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No.36: Name : Lai Darwaza. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Bazar Sitaram. 
Condition: Average. 
No.37: Name : Residence (now Bhartiya Bal Sadan Society). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Bazar Sitaram. 
Condition: Average (now used as workshop). 
No.38: Name : Amrudwali Masjid. 
Date : 1735-36 A.D. 
Locality : Bulbuli Khana, Bazar Sitaram. 
Condition: Good (Heavily renovated). 
No.39: Name : Mosque of Shah GhulamAli. 
Date : 1781 A.D. 
Locality : Near Turkman Gate. 
Condition: Good. 
No.40: Name : Sunehri Masjid I. 
Date : 1714-15 A.D. 
Locality : Faiz Bazar. 
Condition: Good. 
No.41: Name : Mosque. 
Date : LateMughal. 
Locality : Daryaganj. 
Condition: Not Good. 
No.42: Name : Zinat-ul Masajid. 
Date :1707A.D. 
Locality : Daryaganj. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.43: Name :Shia Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Mori Gate. 
Condition: Good (Renovated). 
No.44: Name : Burhya's Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Mori Gate. 
Condition: Good (Renovated). 
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No.45: Name : Dargah Panja Sharif. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Near Kashmiri Gate. 
Condition: Average (Renovated). 
No.46: Name : Fakhr-ul-Masajid. 
Date :1728-29 A.D. 
Locality : Bara Bazar, Kashmiri Gate. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No. 47: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Tis Hazari. 
Condition: Good. 
No. 48: Name : Gateway of QudsiaBagh. 
Date : 1748 A.D. 
Locality : Qudsia Bagh. 
Condition: Deteriorated (Ruinous). 
No. 49: Name : Masjid of QudsiaBagh. 
Date :1748A.D. 
Locality : Qudsia Bagh. 
Condition: Ruinous. 
No.50: Name : Bari Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Bara Hindu Rao. 
Condition: Good. 
No.51: Name : Shidion ki Masjid. 
Date : 1743 A.D. 
Locality : Shidipura, Karol Bagh. 
Condition: Good. 
No.52: Name : Badli Sarai. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Sabzi Mandi. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.53: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah Complex, Panchkuian Road. 
Condition: Very Good. 
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No.54: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Ramakrishna Ashram Marg, Panchkuian Road. 
Condition: Serious Deterioration. 
No.55: Name : Bangla Sahib Gurudwara. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Ashoka Road, Gole Dakkhana. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.56: Name : Jain Happy School (Jain Temple). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Shahid Bhagat Singh Marg, Connaught Place. 
Condition: Good, Heavily Renovated. 
No.57: Name : Chota Mandir. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Jaisinghpura, Connaught Place. 
Condition: Good, Renovated. 
No.58: Name : Bara Mandir. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Jaisinghpura, Connaught Place. 
Condition: Good, Renovated. 
No.59: Name : Misra Yantra. 
Date :1710A.D. 
Locality : Jantar Mantar. 
Condition: Average. 
No.60: Name : Samrat Yantra. 
Date :1710A.D. 
Locality : Jantar Mantar. 
Condition: Average. 
No.61: Name : Ram Yantra. 
Date :1710A.D. 
Locality : Jantar Mantar. 
Condition: Average. 
No.62: Name : Jai Prakash Yantra. 
Date : 1710 A.D. 
Locality : Jantar Mantar. 
Condition: Average. 
194 
No.63: Name : Pillars. 
Date :1710A.D. 
Locality : Jantar Mantar. 
Condition: Average. 
No.64: Name : Guard House. 
Date : 1710 A.D. 
Locality : Jantar Mantar. 
Condition: Average. 
No.65: Name : Mosque Mehndiyan 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Western Entrance of Maulana Azad Madical College. 
Condition: Deteriorated, Renovation going on. 
No.66: Name : Nursery Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Northern Side of Maulana Azad Medical College. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.67: Name : Dargah. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : South of Chausanth Khamba, Near M .A. Medical College. 
Condition: Serious Deterioration. 
No.68: Name : Tomb of Shaikh Muhammad Sahib. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : South of Vikas Minar, ITO. 
Condition: Good. 
No.69: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : South of Vikas Minar. 
Condition: Deteriorated, Renovation going on. 
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List of Monuments 
The Suburbs 
No. 1: Name ; Safdarjang tomb. 
Date : 1753 A.D. 
Locality : To the west of the crossing of Aurobindo Marg & Lodhi road. 
Condition: good. 
No. 2: Name : Well. 
Date : 1753 A.D. 
Locality : Outside east wall. 
Condition: Now filled. 
No. 3: Name : Mosque. 
Date : 1750 A.D. 
Locality : Safdarjang's tomb. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 4: Name : Mosque (Race Course). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : To the eastern side of race course. 
Condition: Good, extended. 
No, 5: Name : Northern gateway of Dargah Shah-i Mardan, known as 
Naqqarkhana. 
Date :1815A.D. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex, Jorbagh. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 6: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Arif Ali Shah's tomb. Shah i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Use as a residence. 
No. 7: Name : Lai Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Average. 
No. 8: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Good. 
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No. 9: Name : Qadam Sharif. 
Date :1756-60 A.D. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Heavily renovated. 
No. 10: Name : Majlis khana. 
Date :1750A.D. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Good, renovated. 
No. 11: Name : Bibi ki Chakki. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Good, renovated. 
No. 12: Name : Qudsiya Mosque. 
Date :1750A.D. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Average. 
No. 13: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Average. 
No. 14: Name : Tomb of ArifAli Shah. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Shah-i Mardan complex. 
Condition: Good, renovated. 
No. 15: Name : Qanati Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Eastern end, Karbala, Jorbagh. 
Condition: Very bad. 
No. 16: Name : Karbala (graveyard). 
Date : 1759-1806 A.D. 
Locality : Jorbagh. 
Condition: Bad, most of the area occupied by nursery. 
No. 17: Name : TombofMahKhanam. 
Date :1726A.D. 
Locality : In the centre of Karbala, Jorbagh. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
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No. 18: Name : Tomb of Najaf Khan. 
Date :1782A.D. 
Locality : West of B.K.Dutt colony, Aliganj. 
Condition: Average, work in progress. 
No. 19: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Lodi Garden. 
Condition: Bad, deteriorated. 
No.20: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Lodi Garden. 
Condition: Bad, deteriorated. 
No.21: Name : Well. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Lodi garden, near to National Bonsai Park. 
Condition: Average. 
No.22; Name : Tomb (nameless). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Northern gate of Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.23: Name : Masjid Majeedia. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Man Singh road. 
Condition: Good, heavily renovated & extended. 
No.24: Name : Mosque (baghwali). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Southern end of Pindara road. 
Condition: Good. 
No.25: Name : Mosque (nameless). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : On the western edge of Kaka Nagar, adjacent to NDMC Primary 
School. 
Condition: Good, renovated. 
No.26: Name : Tomb (Lai bangla I). 
Date :1780A.D. 
Locality : At the entrance gate of Delhi golf club. 
Condition: Good. 
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No.27: Name : Tomb (Lai bangla II) 
Date :1780A.D. 
Locality : At the entrance gate of Delhi golf club. 
Condition: Good. 
No.28: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Delhi golf club. 
Condition: Bad. 
No.29: Name : Tomb (unknown). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Delhi golf club. 
Condition: Bad. 
No.30: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Delhi golf club. 
Condition: Very bad. 
No.31: Name : Tomb (unknown). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : To the immediate west back of Nizamuddin police station, 
Nizamuddin village. 
Condition: Used as residence. 
Note: Zafar Hasan writes that it belongs to the Mughal period. 
No.32: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : West of Nizamuddin village. 
Condition: Bad. 
No,33: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : West side of Nizamuddin village. 
Condition: Average. 
No.34: Name : Tomb (unknown). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Nizamuddin village. 
Condition: Use as a residence. 
199 
No.35: Name : Pavilion of Itqad Khan. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah complex, Nizamuddin; immediately to the east of the inner 
northern gateway of the Dargah. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.36: Name : Enclosure of Nawab Mustafa Khan. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah complex, Nizamuddin. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.37: Name : Majlis Khana (Assembly hall). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah complex, Nizamuddin. 
Condition: Average. 
Note: Zafar Hasan mentions that this building belongs to Mughal period. 
No.38: Name : Tomb of Muhanmiad Shah. 
Date :1748A.D. 
Locality : Dargah complex. 
Condition: good. 
No.39: Name : House of MirzaJahangir. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah complex, Nizamuddin. 
Condition: Renovated. 
No.40: Name : Gateway of the house of Mirza Jahangir. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah complex, Nizamuddin. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.41: Name : Pavilion of Mirdha Ikram. 
Date : 1801-2 A.D. 
Locality : Dargah complex, Nizamuddin. 
Condition: Bad. 
No.42: Name : Eastern gateway of Dargah. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah complex, Nizamuddin. 
Condition: Good. 
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No.43: Name : Gateway leading to the tomb of Atgah Khan. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Nizamuddin village. 
Condition: Demolished. 
No.44: Name : Pavilion. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Atgah Khan tomb complex, Nizamuddin. 
Condition: Average. 
No.45: Name : Gateway (north-west of Chausanth Khamba). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Nizamuddin village. 
Condition: Heavily deteriorating. 
No.46: Name : Shiv Mandir. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 'G' Block, Nizamuddin. 
Condition: Good. 
No.47: Name : Mosque (Chakkarwali). 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Near Sabj Bug, on the north-east comer of the road leading to Golf 
Club. 
Condition: Good. 
No.48: Name : Qanati Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Humayun tomb complex. 
Condition: Good. 
No.49: Name : DargahofHazratDadaPir. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : North of Humayun tomb, near Bara Batasha. 
Condition: Not Good. 
No.50: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : At the entrance of ITI, Arab Ki Sarai, Nizamuddin East. 
Condition: Used as an entrance gate of residence. 
No.51: Name : Pathan ki Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : On the eastern edge of Mall Road. 
Condition: Average (Renovated). 
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No.52: Name : TripoUa. 
Date :1728A.D. 
Locality : Grand Trunk Road. 
Condition: Average. 
No.53: Name : Gateway of Mahaldar Khan's Garden. 
Date : 1710-11 A.D. 
Locality : G.T.Road, South of Tripolia Gateway. 
Condition: Deteriorated (occupied). 
No.54: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : G.T.Road, West of Tripolia Gateway. 
Condition: Ruinous. 
No.55: Name : Rakabganj Gunidwara. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Church Road, Behind Parliament. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.56: Name : Grave Platform. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : India Gate. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.57: Name : Mosque, Zabitaganj. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : India Gate. 
Condition: Average. 
No.58: Name : Entrance Gateway of Qutb Minar. 
Date : Late Mughal, 
Locality : Mehrauli (Qutb Complex). 
Condition: Good. 
No.59: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Mehrauli (Qutb Complex). 
Condition: Good. 
No.60: Name : Walled Garden. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Qutb Complex. 
Condition: Average. 
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No.61: Name : Mosque of Wafati Shah. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Opposite side of Qutb Complex. 
Condition: Not good (used as a store house). 
No.62: Name : Temple of Jog Maya. 
Date : Reign of Akbar IL 
Locality : Mehrauli. 
Condition: Good (renovated). 
No. 63: Name : Mosque of Quazian. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Opposite Adham Khan's tomb, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Use as a residence. 
No.64: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Ward No. 1, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Deteriorated (occupied). 
No.65: Name : Noon Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal, 
Locality : Ward No. 7, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Good (renovated). 
No.66: Name : Dilkusha Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Mehrauli. 
Condition: Average. 
No.67: Name : Saraiwali Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Ward No. 7, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Average. 
No.68: Name : Commercial-cum Residential Street. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Ward No. 6, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.69: Name : Veterinary Clinic. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : 882, Ward No. 6, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Now apartment is built. 
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No.70: Name : Naal Bandon-ki Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Ward No. 6, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Average. 
No.71: Name : Sarai of Shaikh InayatuUah. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Ward No. 8, Mehrauli. 
Condition: NowMuhalla. 
No.72: Name : Jhama. 
Date :1700A.D. 
Locality : Ward No. 8, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Average. 
No.73: Name : Gateway of MaulanaFakhruddin. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah Complex of Qutb Sahib, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Good. 
No.74: Name : First Gateway of Farrukhsiyar. 
Date : Farrukhsiyar's reign. 
Locality : Dargah Complex of Qutb Sahib, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.75: Name : Inner gateway of Farrukhsiyar. 
Date : 1717-18 A.D. 
Locality : Dargah Complex ofQutb Sahib, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Very Good. 
No.76: Name : Mosque and Grave of Zabita Khan. 
Date :1785A.D. 
Locality : Dargah Complex of Qutb Sahib, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Good. 
No.77: Name : Mosque of Qutb Sahib (Eastern dalan was added by Farrukhsiyar). 
Date :1718A.D. 
Locality : Dargah Complex of Qutb Sahib, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Good (renovated). 
No.78: Name : Graveyard. 
Date : 1802-23 A.D. 
Locality : DargahComplexof Qutb Sahib, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Good. 
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No.79: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah Complex of Qutb Sahib, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Good (Heavily decorated). 
No.80: Name : Moti Masjid. 
Date : 1709 A.D. 
Locality : Adjacent Dargah Complex of Qutb Sahib, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.81: Name : Graveyard. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Adjacent Moti Masjid. 
Condition: Average. 
No.82: Name : Tomb Enclosure. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Ward No. 7, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Not found. 
No.83: Name : Well. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : DDA Park, North of Jamali Kamali Mosque, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Very Bad. 
No.84: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : DDA Park, South-West of Rajon ki Baoli, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Very Bad. 
No.85: Name : Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : DDA Park, South-West of Rajon ki Baoli, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.86: Name : Wall Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : DDA Park, North of Jamali Kamali Mosque, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.87: Name : Bagh-i Nazir. 
Date : 1748 A.D. 
Locality : Mehrauli Gwgaon Road. 
Condition: Good (renovated). 
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No.88: 
No.89: 
Name 
Date 
Locality 
Condition: 
Name 
Date 
Locality 
Condition; 
: Takya of Kamli Shah. 
: Late Mughal. 
: Ladha Sarai, Mehrauli. 
; Average (renovated). 
: Dada Ban Jain Mandir. 
: Late Mughal. 
: Mehrauli. 
; Very Good (renovated) 
No.90: Name : Wall Mosque. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Kishangarh Pahari, Mehrauli. 
Condition: Very Bad. 
No.91: Name : Well. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : South End of Humayimpur Village, Safdaijung Enclave. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.92: Name : Gateway. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Kalka Mandir, Kalkaji. 
Condition: Average. 
No.93: Name : Kalka Mandir. 
Date : 1764 A.D. 
Locality : Kalkaji. 
Condition: Good (renovated). 
No.94: Name : Northern Gateway of Chirag Delhi. 
Date : Reign of Muhammad shah. 
Locality : Chirag Delhi VillE^e. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No.95: Name : Circular bastion and Chattri. 
Date : Reign of Muhammad Shah. 
Locality : Chirag Delhi Village. 
Condition: Deteriorated (occupied). 
No.96: Name : Eastern Gateway of Chirag Delhi. 
Date : Reign of Muhammad shah. 
Locality : Chirag Delhi village. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
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No. 97: Name : Southern Gateway of Chirag Delhi. 
Date : Reign of Muhammad Shah. 
Locality : Chirag Delhi. 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 98: Name : Western Gateway of Chirag Delhi. 
Date : Reign of Muhammad Shah. 
Locality : Chirag Delhi Village, 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 99: Name : Mosque of Famikhsiyar. 
Date : Reign of Famikhsiyar. 
Locality : Dargah Complex of Hazrat Nasiruddin Chirag Delhi. 
Condition: Average (renovated). 
No.lOO: Name : Majlis Khana. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Dargah Complex of Hazrat Nasiruddin Chirag Delhi. 
Condition: Average. 
No. 101: Name : Jain Temple. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Chirag Delhi Village. 
Condition: Good. 
No. 102: Name : Northern Gateway of BadarpurSarai. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Badarpur Sarai (on Mathura Road). 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 103: Name : Central Gateway of Badarapur Sarai. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Badarpur Sarai (on Mathura Road). 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 104: Name : Southern Gateway of Badarpur Sarai. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : Badarpur Sarai (on Mathura Road). 
Condition: Deteriorated. 
No. 105: Name : Shahi Masjid. 
Date : Late Mughal. 
Locality : South End, Badarpur Sarai. 
Condition: Good. 
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I.l. Mosque New Delhi Railway Station (No. 3 of Appendix) 
i^-
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1.5. Tahawwur Khan's Mosque (No. 10 of Appendix) 
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207 
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1.12. Entrance Gateway of Simehri Masjid I 
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1.33. Lai Mandir (No. 28 of Appendix) 
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1.43. Tomb of Shaikh Muhammad Sahib 
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1.45. Gateway (Tilak Bazar) [No. 7 of Appendix] 
1.46. Gateway (No. 12 of Appendix) 
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1.47. Gateway (NO. 13 of Appendix) 
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(No. 29 of Appendix) 
228 
1.49. Lai Darwaza (No. 36 of Appendix) 
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1.53. Northern Side of Ghaziuddin Khan's Madarasa 
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1.55. Main Entrance of Ghaziuddin Khan's Madarasa 
(No. 32 of Appendix) 
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II.9. Maiccdia Masfid (No. 23 of Appendix) 
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n.13. Mosque, Kaka Nagar (No. 25 of Appendix) 
11.14. Mosque, Golf Club (No. 30 of Appendix) 
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n.15. Mosque, Golf Club (No. 30 of Appendix) 
11.16. Mosque Chakkanvali (No, 47 of Appendix) 
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II. 25. Dilkusha Mosque (No. 66 of Appendix) 
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fl.27. Mosque and Gfa\*e of Zabha Kh^ (No. 76 of Appendix) 
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n.31. Mosque, Mehrauli (No. 84 of Appendix) 
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11.33. Wall Mosque, Mehrauli (No. 86 of Appendix) 
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11.35. Mosque of Farrukhsiyar, Chirag Delhi (No. 99 of Appendix) 
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11.39. Jain Temple, Chirag Delhi (No. 101 of Appendix) 
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11.40. Rakabganj Gurudwara (No. 55 of Appendix) 
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11.41. Safdarjang Tomb (No. 1 of Appendix) 
11.42. Dargah of Arif Ali Shah (No. 14 of Appendix) 
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11.43. Tomb of Mah Khanam (No. 17 of Appendix) 
11.44. Tomb ofNajaf Khan (No. 18 of Appendix) 
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11.45. Tomb, J.L. Nehru Stadium (No. 22 of Appendix) 
11.46. Lai Bangla I, Golf Club (No. 26 of Appendix) 
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n.47. Grave of La! Batigla!, Golf Cli* (No. 26 of Appendix) 
11.48. Lai Bangia II, Golf Club (No. 27 of Appendix) 
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11,49. Lai Bangla II, Golf Club (No. 27 of Appendix) 
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11.50. Tomb (No. 31 of Appendix) 
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11.51. Tomb of Muhammad Shah (No. 38 of Appendix) 
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11.52. Grave Platform (Dargah of Hazrat Dada Pir) 
[No. 49 of Appendix] 
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n.53. Grave Platform (No. 56 of Appendix) 
11.54. Graveyard (No. 78 of Appendix) 
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11.55. Graveyard (adjacent Moti Masjid) [No. 81 of Appendix] 
n.56. Qadam Sharif of Hazrat Ali & Bibi (Hazrat Fatima) ki Chakki 
[No. 9 & 11 of Appendix] 
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11.57. Northern Gateway of Shah-I-Mardan (Naqqarkhana) 
[No. 5 of Appendix] 
11.58. Entrance Gateway of Najaf Khan's Tomb 
(No. IS of Appendix) 
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11.59. Masjid & Gateway, Lodi Garden 
(No. 19 & 20 of Appendix) 
11.60. FftMrt View of Gatrway, Lodi Garden 
(^k). 20 of Appendix) 
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11.61. Back View of Gateway. Lodi Garden 
(No. 20 of Appendix) 
11.62. Gateway, Golf Club (No. 28 of Appendix) 
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11.63. Gateway (No. 32 of Appendix) 11.64. Gateway (No. 32 of Appendix) 
11.65. Gateway of the house of Mirza Jahangir 
(No. 40 of Appendix) 
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11,66. Eastern Gateway of Dargah (No. 42 of Appendix) 
11.67. Gateway (No. 45 of Appendix) 
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11.70. First Gateway of Farrukhsiyar (No. 74 of Appendix) 
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11.71. Inscription on First Gateway of Farrukhsiyar (No. 74 of Appendix) 
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11.72. Inner Gateway of Farrukhsiyar (No. 75 of Appendix) 
n.73. Inscription on Inner Gateway of Farrukhsiyar 
(No. 75 of Appendix) 
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11.74. Gateway (No. 79 of Appendix) 
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11.80. Central Gateway of Badarpur Sarai 
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11.88. Pavilion (No. 44 of Appendix) 
11.89. House of Mirza Jahangir (No. 39 of Appendix) 
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11.90. Commercial-cum Residential Street (No. 68 of Appendix) 
11.91. Commercial-cum Residential Street (No. 68 of Appendix) 
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11.92. Sarai of Shaikh Tnayatullah (No. 71 of Appendix) 
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11.93. Jhama (No. 72 of Appendix) 
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11.94. Jhama (No. 72 of Appendix) 
11.95. Bagh-i-Nazir (now Ashoka Mission) 
(No. 87 of Appendix) 
279 
11.96. Takya of Kamli Shah (No. 88 of Appendix) 
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1. Sunehri Masjid II (No. 29 of Appendix III) 
Fig. 1.5. Ground plan of the mosque of the madrasa of Ghaziu'd-Din Khan, end of seventeenth or early ei^teenth cenhiry. 
Drawing by Richard A. Barraud and Ebba Koch 
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2. Masjid Ghaziuddin Khan (No. 30 of Appendix III) 
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3. Tomb of Ghaziuddin Khan (No. 31 of Appendix III) 
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4. Ghaziuddin Khan's Madarasa (No. 32 of Appendix III) 
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5. Gateway, Qudsia Bagh (No. 49 of Appendix III) 
6. Masjid, Qudsia Bagh (No. 50 of Appendix) 
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Site Plan of Jantar Mantar 
7. Jantar Mantar (No. 59-62 of Appendix III) 
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8. Misra Yantra, Jantar Mantar (NO. 59 of Appendix III) 
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9. Samrat Yantra, Jantar Mantar (No. 60 of Appendix III) 
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10. Ram Yantra, Jantar Mantar (No. 61 of Appendix III) 
11. Jai Prakash Yantra, Jantar Mantar (No. 62 of Appendix III) 
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12. Site Plan, Safdarjung Tomb (No. 1 of Appendix IV) 
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13. Ground Plan, Safdarjung Tomb (No. 1 of Appendix IV) 
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14. Masjid Race Course (No. 4 of Appendix IV) 
15. Naqqar Khana, Shah-i Mardan (No. 5 of Appendix IV) 
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16. Lai Masjid, Shah-i Mardan (No. 7 of Appendix IV) 
17. Qadam Sharif «fe Bibi Ki Chakki, Shah-i Mardan 
(No. 9 & 11 of Appendix IV) 
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18. Majlis Khana, Shah-i Mardan (No. 10 of Appendix IV) 
19. Masjid Qudsia, Shah-i Mardan (No. 12 of Appendix IV) 
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20. Tomb of Arif Ali Shah, Shah-i Mardan (No. 14 of Appendix IV) 
21. Qanati Masjid, Jorbagh (No. 15 of Appendix IV) 
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22. Karbala, Jorbagh (No. 16 of Appendix IV) 
23. Tomb of Mah Khanam, Karbala (No. 17 of Appendix IV) 
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24. Tomb of Najaf Khan (No. 18 of Appendix IV) 
25. Tomb of Najaf Khan (No. 18 of Appendix IV) 
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26. Mosque & Gateway, Lodi Garden 
27. Gateway, Lodi Garden (No. 19 of Appendix IV) 
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28. Mosque, Lodi Garden (No. 20 of Appendix IV) 
29. Tomb, J. L. Nehru Stadium (No. 22 of Appendix IV) 
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30, Masjid Majeedia (No. 23 of Appendix IV) 
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31. Masjid Baghwali (No. 24 of Appendix IV) 
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32. Masjid, Kaka Nagar (No. 25 of Appendix IV) 
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33. Lai Bangla I, Golf Club (No. 26 of Appendix IV) 
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34. Lai Bangla II, Golf Club (No. 27 of Appendix IV) 
35. Gateway, Golf Club (No. 28 of Appendix IV) 
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36. Masjid, Golf Club (No. 30 of Appendix IV) 
37. Tomb of Muhammad Shah (38 of Appendix IV) 
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38. Pavilion of Atgah Khan Tomb Complex (No. 44 of Appendix IV) 
39. Qanati Masjid, Humayun Tomb (No. 48 of Appendix IV) 
301 
40. Dargah of Hazrat Dada Pir (No. 49 of Appendix IV) 
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41. Tripolia, G. T. Road (No. 52 of Appendix IV) 
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42. Mosque, India Gate (No. 57 of Appendix IV) 
43. Moti Masjid, Mehrauli (No. 80 of Appendix IV) 
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